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A BI LL TO BE ENTITLED 

H. B . o . 1926 

1 AN AC~ 

2 r e lat i n g t o t he o e rat io n of he s ate Vlr ual school ne two rk and 

3 courses prov i de d thro ugh oth e r d i stance learning ar rangemen s . 

4 BE IT ENAC TED BY T~E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS : 

5 SECTION 1 . Sec io n 26 . 0031 , Education Code , i s ame nd ed b y 

6 am e nd ' ng Subsections (b) , (c) , and (d) ad add ' ng Subsections (c - 1 ) 

7 and ( f ) to r e ad as f o 1 1 ow s : 

8 (b) Exce p t a s pr ovided by Subsec t ion (c) , a [ A] s choo l 

9 dist rict o r op en - e n ro llmen t chart er school in which a student is 

10 enro l led as a ful l - time s udent may not [unreasonably] de ny the 

1 1 reques of a pa r ent of a student t o enro l l the studen t i n an 

1 2 elec tr on ic c ou r se o f f e red thro ugh t he state vir tua l school network 

13 un d e r Chap te r 30A . 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

( c ) ~ [ F o r p u r p o s e s o f :e; ub s e c t ion ( b ) 1 a l s c h o o 1 d i s t r i c t o r 

open - en r ollme n t char te r school may deny [ ic not considered to h ave 

unreasonably denied] a r equest to e nr o ll a stud e n t i n an e l ec tr on ic 

co ur se i f: 

( 1 ) [ the district or schoo 1 can demonstrate that the 

cour se do es not Hwet state standards cr standards of t he dis t ric t or 

schoo l that are of equiva lent rlgor as t ~e d istrict' r or school's 

standards f or the same course provided in a trad itional class room 

setting ; 

[-\--H. ] a st udent attempts to en r o l l ln a cours e load 

24 t hat [+ 
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9 
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H. B . No . 1926 

i s inconsistent wi th the student ' s high 

schoo l graduation plan o r requirements fo r colleg e admission or 

ea rnin g an industry certification ; 

( 2 ) r~ 

l (B) could reasonably be expected to negatively 

affect the s t udent's performance on an assessment ins trument 

administere d under Section .39 . 023 t or 

[~ ] the studer.t requests pe r mission to enr oll in an 

electronic course at a t ime t hat is no1: consistent with the 

10 e nr o llment p eriod e stabl ish ed by the school d i stric t or 

11 ope n - enrollment charter school p rov iding the course~ 

12 (3) the distric t or school offers a sub stantially 

13 similar course . 

14 (c - 1) A sc hool d istrict or open - enro l lment charter school 

15 may decline to pa y t he cos -: for a student of mo r e than three 

16 y earl o ng electronic courses , o r the equivalent, during any school 

17 

18 

yea r . 'l'hi s subsection does not : 

(1) limit the abi1i::v o f the s::udent to 

19 add i t i onal electronic courses at the student's cost ; or 

enr oll in 

20 (2) a pp ly to a stud e n t enrolled i n a full - t i me on l i ne 

2 1 program that was o perating on Januar y 1, 201 3 . 

22 (d) Notwithstanding Subsection (c)(2) [(c)(J)] , a school 

23 district or op en - enrol lment charter school tha:: provides an 

24 elec tron i c course t hrough the state virtua l school net work under 

25 Chapter 30A shall make a ll r easonable efforts to accommodate t h e 

26 e nro llment of a studen t in t ~e cour se under special ci rcumstance s . 

27 ( f ) A school district or o p en - enr o:..lment charter school 
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1 fr om which a par e nt of a stude nt requests permission to en r oll th e 

2 student i n an electronic course offered t hrough the state virtua l 

3 school network under Chap t er 30A has d i scret i on to selec t a co ur se 

4 provider approved by the netwo r k ' s administ e ring autho rity f o r the 

5 course in whic h the student wi l l e nr oll based on fac to rs including 

6 the informed choice repo r t i n Sect i on 30A . 108 ( b) . 

7 SEC1' ION 2 . Subchapte r Z , Chap te r 29 , Education Code , .:...s 

8 amended b y add i ng Sec t ion 2 9 . 9 0 9 t o r e ad as follows : 

9 Sec . 29 . 909 . DI STANCE LEARNING COURSES . (a) A scho o l 

10 d is tr i ct or open - enrollment char ter schoo l t hat prov ides a course 

11 thro ugh dis t ance l earnin g and se e ks to inf o r m other dis t ric ts o r 

12 schools of the avai l ability of the course may submit i nformat io n t o 

1 3 t he agenc y regarding t h e cou rse , including t he number of positions 

14 avai l a b le for student e nr o llment in the course . The district o r 

15 school may submit updated information at the beginning o f e ach 

16 semester . 

17 ( b ) The a g enc y sha l l make information submit te d u nder th i s 

18 section availab le on t he a g ency' s Internet websit e . 

19 (c) The commiss i oner may adopt rules necessar y t o implement 

20 this sec tio n , i nc luding ru l es governing student enrol l ment . The 

2 1 commissioner may not ado pt rules gove r ning course pricing, and t he 

22 price fo r a course shall be determined by the schoo l distr i cts or 

23 o p en - enrol l ment charte r schoo l s i nvo l ved . 

24 SECTION 3 . Sect ions 30A . 001(7) and ( 8) , Education Co de , are 

25 amended to read as fo llows : 

26 ( 7) " Course p r ov ide r [P r ovi d e r school d i s':r i ct o r 

27 school )" means : 
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(A) a school district or open - e nrollment chart er 

2 school -::hat provides an e:ectronic cour se through the state virtual 

3 school ne twork to : 

4 (i) students enrolled i n that d istrict or 

5 school ; or 

6 ( i i) students enrolled in another school 

7 dist rict or schoo2. ; [ ~] 

8 (B) a public or private institution of higher 

9 educat ion , nonprofit entity , or private entity that provides a 

10 course through the state virtua l sc hool networkL....2...£ 

1 1 (C) an entity that provides an e l ectronic 

12 professiona: development course through the state virtual school 

13 network . 

14 ( 8) " Public or private i nstitution o f higher 

15 education " means [+ 

16 [ -t-A,.+] an insti tution of higher education , as 

17 define d by 20 U. S . C . Section 1001 [ Section 61.003 , or 

18 [(B) a priva te or independent i n stituc:ion of 

19 higher education , as def ined by Section 61.003 1 . 

20 SECTION 4 . Section 30A . 003 , Education Code , is amen ded to 

21 read as f ollows : 

22 Sec . 30A . 003 . PROVISION OF COMPUTER EQCIPME~T OR INTERNET 

23 SERVICE . This chapte r does not: : 

24 (1) require a school distr i ct , an ope n - enrollme nt 

25 charte r school , a course prov ider [schoo l distr ict or school ] , or 

26 the s t ate to provide a st:udent with home computer equipment or 

27 Inte rnet acc ess for a course provided through the state virtual 
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1 school networ k; o r 

2 ( 2) prohibit a schoo l district o r ope n - enrol lmen t 

3 cha r ter school from provid i ng a student with home comput er 

4 equ i pme nt or Inter n e t access fo r a cour se prov i ded through the 

5 state v ir tual sc h ool network . 

6 SECTION 5 . Section 30A . 007, Edu cation Code , i s amended by 

7 amend i ng Subsection (a) a n d adding Subsect i on ( a - 1) to read as 

8 fol lows : 

9 ( a ) A school d istrict or open - enrol l ment c h ar t er schoo l 

10 shal l adopt a wri tt en policy that prov i des district or school 

11 s t ude n ts wi t h t he opportunity t o enro l l ln electronic courses 

12 prov ided through the state virtua l schoo l ne-cwo rk . The po licy must 

1 3 be cons i sten t wi t h t he requ irement s imposed by Section 26 . 003 1. 

14 (a-1 ) A school d istr i ct or open - enrol l ment charter school 

15 shal l , at l e as t once p er school year, send t o a parent of each 

16 dis trict or schoo l student e nr olled at the mid dl e o r high school 

17 l eve l a copy o f the po licy adopt e d und er Sub section (a) . A dis t r ict 

18 or schoo l mav send t he p olicy wi t h any other informatio n that t he 

19 d is t rict or schoo l sends t o a parent. 

20 SE CT I ON 6 . Section 30A . 056(a) , Edu cation Code , is amended 

2 1 to read as follows : 

22 ( a ) Each contract between a course p rovider [schoo l 

23 district , an open enrollment char':er schoo l , or a public or pr ~ vate 

24 institution of high e r education] and the adm i nis t er ing a ut hority 

25 must : 

26 (1) pr ovide t hat the administering authority may 

27 cancel t h e co n tract without pena l ty if legislative authori zation 
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1 f or the course provider [di s trict , sch ool , or i nstitution ] to offer 

2 an elec tronic course through t he s~at e virtual school ne t work is 

3 r evoked ; and 

4 

5 

( 2) be submitted to the commissioner . 

SECT I O l 7 . The ~eadi~g to Sectio~ 30A . 101, Educa ~ io~ Code , 

6 is amended t:o read as f ollows : 

7 Sec . 30A . 101 . ELIGIBILITY TO ACT AS COURSE PROVIDE R [ SC HOOL 

8 DISTRICT OR SCHOOL] . 

9 SECTION 8 . Section 30A . 101 , Educatio n Code , is amended by 

10 amending Subsection ( a ) and adding Sub sections (c) a nd ( d ) to rea d 

11 as f o llows : 

12 (a) A scho ol dist rict or op en - enrollment char te r schoo l is 

13 eligible t o ac t as a course provider [school distri c t] under th is 

14 chapter only if the district or school is rated acceptab le fet-

15 h~gher ] under Section 39 . 0 54 . An op en- enrollment c harter sc~ool 

16 may serve as a cours e provider only : 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

( 1 ) to a student with i n its service ar e a ; or 

(2) t o another student in the state : 

(A) through an agreement with the school d istrict 

i n which t he student res i des ; or 

(B) i f the student receives educational services 

under t h e super vision of a j uvenile p robatio n department , the Te xas 

J uve n ile Justice Department , o r the Te xa s De partmen t of Cr~mina l 

Justice , throu gh an agreement wit:h t:he app licable agency . 

(c) A nonpr ofit entity , pr ivate entity , or cor pora tion i s 

eligible to act as a cours e pr ovide r under this chapte r only if the 

nonpr ofi~ entity , private entity , o r cor poration : 
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1 (1) comp lies with a ll applicable f ederal and s t ate 

2 l aws prohibiting discrimination ; 

3 (2 ) demo nstrates financia l so l vency ; and 

4 (3) pro v ides ev i dence of prior successful experlence 

5 offering o nline courses to mi ddle or h igh school s tudents , with 

6 demonstrated student success in course completion and performance, 

7 as determined by t he commi ssioner . 

8 ( d) An e nti t y o t her t han a school d is t r i ct or 

9 open - e nr o llme nt charter school is no t authorized t o award course 

10 c redi t or a dip l oma for courses taken through t he state virtual 

11 schoo l network . 

12 SECTION 9 . Sec t ion 30A . l02 , Educat ion Code , is amended to 

13 r ead as fo l lows : 

14 Sec . 30A . l02 . LISTING OF ELECTRON I C COURSES. (a) The 

15 administering aut ho ri ty shal l: 

16 (1) publish t he criter i a requ i red by Section 30A . l0 3 

17 for e l ectron i c cours es that may be o ff ered through the state 

18 vir t ual schoo l netwo r k; 

19 (2) using the cri t eria required by Section 30A . l03, 

20 evalu a t e electron i c courses submitted by a course provider [ school 

21 district or school] to be offered through th e network ; 

22 (3) create a l is t of electronic co ur ses approved b y 

23 the admi niste ring au t ho ri ty ; and 

24 (4} publish i n a p romine nt location on t he network's 

25 Int e rnet website [provide public access to ] the list of approved 

26 e l ectronic courses offer e d th r ough the network and a d et a i led 

27 desc ript ion of the courses t hat complies with Sec t ion 30A . l08 . 
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(b) To ensure t hat a full rang e of elect r on i c courses , 

2 including advanced placemen~ courses , are offered ~o students in 

3 this state , the administering authority : 

4 (1) sha l l create a lis t of those subjects and courses 

5 des i gnat e d b y the boar d under Subchap te r A, Chapter 28 , f o r whic h 

6 the board has identified essem::ial knowledge and skills or f or 

7 which the board ~as des~gnated conten~ requirements under 

8 Subchapter A , Chapter 28 ; 

9 (2) shall en t er i nto agreeme n ts with sc hool O. i stricts , 

10 op en - enr o l l me n t cha r te r schools , [.a-R4] public o r p rivate 

11 institutions of higher educaLion , and other elig~ble e n tities for 

12 the p urpose of offering the courses through the state virtual 

13 school neLwork ; and 

14 (3) may develop or au t ho r ize the deve l opment of 

15 add i t i onal e l ectron ic co u r ses that : 

16 (A) a r e needed to complete high school g r a duation 

17 requirements ; and 

18 (B) are not otherw~se available through the state 

19 virtual s c hoo l network . 

20 ( c ) Th e admi n i s teri ng autho r i t y shall d evelop a 

21 comp reh ensive course numb e r ing s y s t em f or all cou rse s offered 

22 th rough the state virtual school network to ensure , to t he grea test 

23 e x tent possible , consisLent number~ng of similar courses offered 

24 ac r os s al l course providers . 

25 SECTION 10 . Section 30A . l02 1 (c) , Education Co d e , is amended 

26 to read a s follows : 

27 (c) The administering authority shall provide public access 
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1 to the c omme n t s su bmi t ted by st udents a nd pa r ents unde r this 

2 section . The comme n ts must be in a f ormat t hat p ermi t s a p e rson to 

3 sort t h e comme nt s b y te a c h e r , elect ron i c cour se , and cours e 

4 provider [schoo l d is t ric t or school]. 

5 SECTION 11 . Sect i on 30A . 103(a) , Educat i o n Code , is amended 

6 to r ead as fo l lows : 

7 ( a ) The b oard by r u le shal l estab lish a n o b je c t ive standard 

8 criteria f or an e lect r onic course to ensure a l ignme n t with the 

9 essent ial k nowl ed g e and ski l l s requirements i dent i fied or content 

10 r equi rements e stab lis h ed u n de r Subchapte r A , Chap t e r 28 . The 

1 1 cr i te r i a may not perm i t th e admin i s t er i ng a ut hori t y to p rohibi t ~ 

12 course pr ov i d e r [ schoo l d i stricts or schoo l s] from apply i ng for 

13 approval for an elec t r onic co u rs e for a course fo r wh i ch esse n tia l 

14 knowledge and skills have b e en i de n t :. f ied . 

15 SECTI ON 12 . Sec~ion 30A . 104( b ) , Educat i o n Co d e , i s amende d 

16 to read as f o l l o ws : 

17 (b) If the essent ia l knowledge and ski l ls with wh i ch an 

18 a pprove d course i s a lign e d in accordance with Subsec tion ( a ) ( 2 ) are 

19 mod if ied , the cou r se prov ider [school dis tr ict or schooll must be 

20 provided the same t i me period t o rev is e t he course to achieve 

21 a l i g nme nt wi th the modified essentia l know l e dge and sk i lls as is 

22 p ro v i d e d f o r t h e modifica t i on o f a c ou rs e provid ed in a t rad i t i ona l 

23 c l assroom set t ing . 

24 SECT I ON 13 . Sect i o n s 30 A. 10 41 (a ) and (b) , Education Code , 

2 5 ar e amended t o read as fo llows : 

26 (a) A school d istrict , ope n - e nr ollme n t cha r te r school , [-e-r- ] 

27 p ubl i c or pr ivate i nsti t u t io n of higher e d ucat ion , o r o t her 
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1 e:igible entity may seek appr oval to offer t:hro ugh th e stat e 

2 vi rtual school network ~h e classroom port:ion of a driver education 

3 and traff ic safety course t hat compl ies ~ith t~e requ i r ements for 

4 the prog r am develop ed under Section 29 . 902 . 

5 (b) A school d istrict , open - e nrol l ment charter schoo l, [~] 

6 public or private institution of higher education , or o~her 

7 eligible entity may no~ of f er th r oug~ the state vi r tual school 

8 network the laboratory p o rt ion of a driver educatio n and t r affic 

9 safety cour se . 

10 SECT ION 1 4 . Subchapter C , Chapter JOA , Education Code , is 

11 amended by adding Section 30A . l 042 to read as f ollows : 

12 Sec . 30A . 1042 . RE:C!P~OC l TY AGREEMENTS W:!:TH OTHER STATES . 

13 (a) The admin.:..stering authority may ente r i n to a r eciprocity 

14 a gr eement wi th o n e o r more ot h er stat es to fac ilitate expedit ed 

15 course app r ova l . 

16 ( b ) An a greement under this section must e nsure t hat any 

1 7 course a ppr oved in accordance with :: he agre ement : 

18 ( 1 ) is evaluated to ensure c omp liance with Sect io n s 

19 30A . 104(a ) (1) and (2) before the course may be offered through the 

20 state virtual schoo l ne t wo r k ; a nd 

21 (2) meets the reau irement s of Sec tion 30A . 104 (a) (3) . 

22 SECTION 15 . Section 30A . l 05 , Educat io n Code , is amended by 

23 amending Subsect:ions ( a ) , ( a - 1) , and ( d ) and add i ng Subsection (c) 

24 to read as fol lows : 

25 (a) The administer i ng authority s hall : 

26 ( 1) estab lis h a [schedule f o r a n annual ] submiss ion 

27 and appr oval process f o r clcctron.:..c courses that occurs on a 
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1 ro lling bas i s ; and 

2 (2) evaluate elecL r onic courses to be offe r e d th rou gh 

3 the state virtua l school netwo rk [ 1 and 

4 [ ( 3) no t later than August 1 of each year 1 a pp r eve 

5 electronic courses that : 

6 

7 30Z\. 10 3 1 and 

8 

[(A ) meet the crite r i a established under Section 

[(B) provide th e minimum instructional r igor and 

9 s c o p e r e qui r e d u n de r S e c t i on 3 0 A . 1 0 1 ] . 

10 (a- 1) The adminis t ering a uthor i ty shall publish the 

1 1 submis sion and approval pr ocess f o r e l ec tr o n i c courses [schedule] 

12 es t ab l ished u n der Subsectio n (a) ( 1 ) , inclu d i n g any d ead lines 

13 [ specifi ed i n that cc~edul e , ] and [~] guid e l ines app l icable t o 

14 t he [sub mi ss io n and approva l ] pr oces s [for elec t ronic courses ] . 

1 5 (d) If the a ge ncy de te rmines that t h e cos t s o f ev a l uat ing 

16 a nd approving a su bm it ted e l ec t ronic course will not be pa i d b y t h e 

17 age ncy due to a shortage o f fu nd s ava i lab l e for that purpose , t he 

18 schoo l distric t , op e n-enrollme nt charte r school , [ -e-r] public or 

19 pr ivate i nsti t ut i o n o f hig h e r e ducation , o r o t h e r e l igi bl e e nti t y 

20 that submit te d t he c o urs e f or evaluatio n and appr ova l may pay a fee 

21 equa l t o t he amount o f t he costs in o r de r t o ensure that eva l uation 

22 of the course occurs . Th e a gency sha l l e stablish and p u b li sh a fee 

23 sched u le for purposes of t h is subsection . 

24 (e) The a dm i n i ster i ng a u t horit y shal l requi re a cours e 

25 pr ovider t o a pp l y f or r enewed a pp rova l of a pr e vious l y app roved 

26 course in a ccordan c e wi th a sch edule d esigned to co incide with 

27 r ev is ions to the r e q u i re d cur riculum unde r Section 28 . 00 2(a ) but 
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1 not l at:e r than the lOth anniver sary of the p revious app roval . 

2 SECT:ON 16 . Subchap~er C, Chapte r 30A , Educat ion Code , is 

3 amended b y adding Sect ion 30A . 1052 to read as foll ows : 

4 Sec . 30A . l052 . INDUCEME NTS fOR ENROLLMENT PROHIB ITED . (a) 

5 A course pr ovider ma y not promis e o r prov i de equipment o r any other 

6 thing o f value to a student or a student ' s p arent as an inducement 

7 for the student to enroll i~ an electronic course o ffered through 

8 the stat e virtual school network . 

9 ( b ) Th e commissioner shall r evoke ap p roval under t his 

10 chapter of e lectroni c courses offered b y a course pro v ide r that 

11 violates this section . 

12 (c) The commissioner ' s action under this section is fin al 

13 and may not be appealed . 

14 SECTION 17 . Sectio n 30A . l06(a) , Education Code , l S amended 

15 to r e ad as follo ws : 

16 ( a ) A course provider [ school district or school] may appeal 

17 to the commissioner the administering authority's ref u sa l to 

18 approve an electronic course under Section 30A . l05 . 

19 SECT ION 18 . Section 30A . l07(a) , Educat ion Code , is amend ed 

20 to read as follows : 

21 (a) A course prov i der [s chool distr ~ ct or schoo l ] may offer 

22 electronic courses to : 

23 (1) studen-cs and adults who r eside in this state ; and 

24 ( 2) st uden<:s who reside outs ide this state and who 

25 meet t h e eligib ility requi rements unde r Sect i on 30A . 002 (c) . 

26 SECTION 19 . Section 30A . l08( b) , Education Code , i s amend ed 

27 to read as fo llows : 
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( b ) Ea c h repo rt u nd e r t hi s se c tion must de s cr ibe e ach 

2 e l ectronic cou r se o ff e r ed through the state virtua l school n etwo r k 

3 and inc lude t h e f ollowing info rmatio n_:_ 

4 

5 

(1) [such a s ) cour se r e quireme n ts.!. 

( 2) [ a-f!-€i. ] t h e sc h ool y e ar calendar f o r th e cou rs e , 

6 i n cl u ding a n y options fo r co n tinued p a rt i cipation o u tside o f the 

7 stand a r d s c hool y ear calen dar.!. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

( 3 ) 

( 4 ) 

( 5 ) 

( 6) 

th e entit y 

th e entit y 

the course 

a ggregat e 

that deve l o 12 ed t he cou rse ; 

t hat }2 rOvid e d the cour se ; 

co m2 letion r ate ; 

stude n t 12 e r for ma n ce o n a n a s se s s me nt 

1 2 i nstr u me nt a d mi nis t e r ed unde r Section 3 9 . 0 2 3 to s t uden t s e n r o l led 

13 i n t he cou rse ; 

14 (7) a gg r e g a t e student p erfo r mance on all assessment 

15 ins t ruments a dministered unde r Se c tion 39 . 023 t o stude nts who 

16 comple t e d the co ur se p rovid e r ' s cour ses ; and 

17 

18 

( 8) other in f or mat ion de t er mi n e d b y th e comm i s sion er . 

SECTION 20 . Se ct i o n 30A . 112 1, Educati o n Code , i s ame n ded to 

1 9 r e ad a s f o l lows : 

20 Sec . 30A . 1 1 21. ALTERNATIVE EDUCATOR PROFES S IONAL 

21 DEVELOPMENT . (a) Subject to Subsection ( b ) , a c o u r s e 12r ovid er 

22 [ schoo l dis t rict or ope n=e nro l l FRen t ch a r t er scho o l ] may p r ov ide 

2 3 p r o f ess i onal deve l opme n t cour ses to teache r s s eek i n g t o bec ome 

24 authorized to teach electr o n ic cours es pr ovided t hr ough t h e state 

25 vi r tual s chool network . A course 2 r ov id er [di s tr ict or schoo l] may 

26 prov i de a professional development cou rse that is a pp rov ed u n der 

27 Subs e c t i on ( b ) to any i n teres t ed teac h e r , r ega r d l ess of (;1h ethe r ] 
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1 the teacher ' s employer [te&cher l S employed by the district or 

2 school ] . 

3 (b) The agency sha ll review each professional development 

4 course sought to be provided by a course pr ovider [school dis trict 

5 or open - enrol l ment charter school] under Subsection (a) to 

6 determine if the course meets the quality standards e stab lished 

7 under Section 30A . ll3 . ~f a course mee1:s those standards , the 

8 cour se p rov ider [dist r ~ ct or school ] may provide t~e course for 

9 purposes of enabling a teacher to comply with Sec tion 

10 30A . l l l (a)(2) . 

11 SECTION 21 . Section 30A . l14 , Educat ion Code , lS ame nded to 

12 read as f ollows : 

13 Sec . 30A . l14 . REGIONAL E~UCATION SERVICE CENTERS . ':'he 

14 commissioner by rule shall al l ow regional education service centers 

15 t o partic ipate in the state virtual s c hool network in the same 

16 manner as cours e p rovide rs [provider schoo l dis tricts and scho ols] . 

17 SECTION 22 . Sec~ion 30A . 153 , Education Code , is ame~de d by 

18 amending Subsec tions (a ) and (b) and adding Subsectio~ (a- 1) to 

19 read as follows : 

20 ( a ) Sub j ect to the limitat ion i mposed und e r Subsec tion 

21 (a - 1) , a [A ] school district or open- enr o llmen t charte r school i n 

22 which a student is enrolled is entitled to funding under Chap~er 42 

23 or in accordance with the terms of a charter grant ed under Section 

24 12 . 101 for the student 's enrollme nt in an electron ic course offered 

25 through the state virtua l school network in the same manner t hat the 

26 district o r school lS entitled to funding for the student ' s 

27 enrollment in courses prov~ded in a traditional c:assroom setting , 
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1 provided that t he s t udent s ucc essfully comple tes t he elec t r oni c 

2 course . 

3 ( a - 1) For p u rpo ses of Subs e c tion (a) , a school district or 

4 open - en ro l lmenL char t er school i s limited to t h e fund ing d esc r i b ed 

5 by that subsec t ion f o r a s t uden t ' s enr ollmen t i n n ot more t han th r ee 

6 e l ec t ronic cou r ses du r i ng a ny school y ear , un l ess t he s t udent 1s 

7 e nrolled 1n a ful l- time o n l i n e program :: ha t was o p er a t i n g o n 

8 January 1 , 2013 . 

9 ( b ) The commi ss io n e r , af t er co n s i dering comments fr o m 

10 sc ho o l d i strict a nd open - enrol l ment charter schoo l 

11 r ep res entat i ves , s h a l l adop t a standard agreement that governs the 

1 2 costs , paymen t of f un d s L a n d o t her matt ers relating to a s t udent ' s 

13 enrol l me nt in an e l ect r on i c course of f ered t hrough the s t a te 

14 virtua l school n etwork . Th e a gr eement may not requir e a school 

1 5 dis t ric t or o p e n - e nr ol lment charter schoo l to pay t he provider the 

16 fu ll amount until t he s t udent has successful l y comp l e t ed th e 

17 e l ec t ronic cours e , a n d Lh e f u l l amount may no t exceed the limi t s 

18 s pecified by Sect io n 30A . 105 ( b ) . 

19 SECTION 23 . Section 30A . 155 , Education Code , is amend e d by 

20 amending Subsec t io n s (a) and (c -1 ) and adding Subsection (e) t o 

2 1 r ead as follows : 

22 ( a ) A school district o r open- enrol lment charter school may 

23 char ge a f ee fo r e nro l l ment 1n a n e l ec t r onic cours e p r ov i d e d 

24 

25 

26 

27 

through the stat e virtua l school n e t work t o a s tudent who r e side s i n 

this state and : 

( 1 ) lS e nr o l l ed ln a schoo l d istric t o r 

open - en r ol lme n t charter school as a f ull - time s t udent with [ 1 and 
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[ (2) is e nr ol l ed in l a course load greate r than t haL 

noroally taken by studenLs in the equiva ~en t grade level in other 

school distr icts or open- enrollment charter schools~ 

(2) elect s to enroll in an e l ec t r onic cour se p rovided 

through t he net work for wh ich the school d i s tr ict or 

open- enr ollment charter school in which the student is enr ol led as 

a ful~ -time student declines to p a y the cost , as authorized by 

Section 26 . 0031(c - l) . 

( c - 1) A schoo l distric~ or open- enrollment cha r te r school 

that i s no t Lhe course p ro v ider [school d istrict or school) may 

charge a student enrolled in t he distr ict or school a nominal fee , 

not to exceed the amount specified by the comm i ssione r , if the 

student enro~ls in an electronic course provided through the state 

vi rtua l school network thaL exceeds the course load normal l y taken 

by students in the equivalent grade level . A juvenile probation 

department or state agency may charge a comparable fee to a student 

17 under t he supervision of the department or agency . 

18 ( e ) This chap ter does not entitle a student who is not 

enroll ed on a ful l-time basis ln a school distr ict or 19 

20 open- enrollment charte r school to t he be nefits of the Foundation 

2 1 Schoo l P r o gr am . 

22 SECTION 24 . Subchapter A, Chapte r 32 , Education Code , is 

2 3 amended by adding Sect ion 32 . 005 to read as fol lows : 

24 Sec . 32 . 005 . STUDY ON SC HOOL DISTRICT NETWORK CAPABI LI TIES . 

25 (a) Th e commissioner s hall conduct a s t udy to assess t h e n etwor k 

26 capabilities of each school district . The study must gather 

27 sufficient information to determine whether the network 
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1 connections of a district and schoo l campuses 1n the district meet 

2 th e f ollowing targets : 

3 (1) an ex t ernal Internet conn ec tion ~: o a c ampus ' s 

4 I n te r net se rvic e provide r featu ring a bandwi dth capable of a 

5 broadband s pe ed o f a t leas t 100 megabits p e r second for ever y 1 , 000 

6 students a n d staff members ; and 

7 (2) an i nternal wide area n e two r k connection bet wee n 

8 the d istr ict and eac h of t he schoo l campuses 1n th e distr ict 

9 f ea ~: u ring a bandwidth c apable of a broadb and speed of at least one 

10 g i gab it p er second for eve ry 1, 000 students and staff members . 

11 (b) The commissioner may solicit and a ccept g i fts and g rants 

1 2 fr om any p ublic or p rivate source t o conduct t he study. The 

13 commissioner may a l so cooperate or collaborate with nationa l 

14 o rgan izations conduct i ng similar studies . 

1 5 (c) The commissi o n e r shall complete t he s tudy not l ater than 

16 December 1, 20 1 5 . This sec tio n exp ires De cember 1 , 2016 . 

17 SECT ION 25 . Section 30A . 10 1 (b) , Education Code , as amended 

18 by Chap ter s 895 (H . B. 3 } and 1 328 (H . B . 3646) , Acts of t he 81st 

19 Legis lat ure , Regular Session , 2009 , is repealed . 

2 0 SECT ION 26 . ~his Act app lies b eg inn i ng with t he 20 1 3 - 2 0 14 

21 schoo 1 year . 

22 SECT ION 27 . This Act takes ef fe ct immed i ate l y i f it 

23 r e ceive s a vote of t wo - thirds of a l l the membe rs elec t ed t o each 

24 h ouse , as provided b y Sect i on 39 , Ar t i cle Ill, Texas Consti t ut i on . 

2 5 If t h is Act does not r ece ive t he vo t e necessary for immediat e 

26 effect , t his Ac t takes e f fect Sept ember 1 , 2013 . 

83R3 1736 J SL- D 1 7 



I IOU. E VERSIO 

SECTIO I. ection ~6.0031 . Education Code. is amended 
by a mending Subsl'ctions (h). (c). and (d) and add ing 
Subsection (c- 1) to re::ad as follows: 
(b) Except as provided by Subsectio n (c), a IAJ school district 
o r open-enrollment charter school in which a student is 
enrolled as a fu ll-time student may not [unreasonably! deny 
the re4uest ul' a parent of a ~tuden t to enroll the st udent in an 
e lectro nic course o ffered through the state virtua l sc hool 
net\vork under Chapter 30A. 
(c) A (!>'or purro:.e:; nf ~ubsecti on th). a) sehou l district or 
open-enrollment charter schoo l mav den, · [is not cons idered to 
lla,·e unrease t~uhl) den ied] a request to enroll a student in an 
e lectronic course if: 
( I ) [~is~Fie-~r school can demonstrate that the course does 
net meet :.tate ·,tandartl., OF :llanclard ~! Of the district t:J r school 
that are or equi,·alent rigor as the districr's or :;c hoo l's 
standards for the :1an~e course pro,·ided in a tras itional 
classroom selling: 
fP-il a student atrempts to enroll in a course load that[-:-
lfA-11 is inconsbtent "ith the student's high school graduation 
plan or requirements tor college admission or earning an 
industr\' certification; [ef 
[(B) cou ld reasenabl) be e?•reeted to negati'>·ely affect the 
student's performance on an assesSHlent instr~:~ment 

administered under Section 39.023: or] 
W [t-371 the student requests permission to enroll in an 
electronic course at a time tha t is nut consistent with the 
enro llment period estab lished by the entitv f.'tehnellfistdet ~,. 
epen t!Hl'tJlbtte~'' t.'!w;•(e!' seho~lj providi ng the course;,_Q£ 
(3 ) the district or school offers a substanti ally similar course 

(c- 1) t\ school d istrict or open-enrollment charter school may 

Associated CC R Draft : 83R 3 1736 
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SENATE VERSIO ( IE) 

ECT ION I. ection 26.0031. Education Code. is amended 
by amend ing Subsect ions (b), (c). and (d) and adding 

ubscctions (c-1) and (t) to read as follows: lFA 1( 1 )J 
(b) Except as provided h'v Subsection (c ), a (A) school district 
or open-enro ll ment charter school in which a student is 
enrolled as a full-t ime student may not [unreo:sonab l ~ ] deny 
the rcque:,t of a parent of a student to enroll the student in an 
e lectronic course otTc red through the St<t te virtual school 
net work under Chapter 30A . 
(c) fl I For purposes of Subsection (b). a] school district or 
open-enroll ment ch<trter school mav deny [is not con ~; idere~l to 

hll ' 'e unreasonnbly den ied] a request to enroll a student in an 
electronic course if: 
( I ) [the di stri ct or school can demonstrate that tl1e course does 
not n1eet state standards or standards of tl1e disrrict or school 
that are er eEjuivalent rigor as the distri ct'!; or ::,tthool's 
:.tandartb t'ur the san~e coourse provided in a tras it ional 
classroom setting: 
[P-i] a student at tempts to enroll in a course load that[-:-
[(-A-)1 is inconsistent \\ ith the student's high school graduation 
plan or requirements for collel!e admission or earning an 
industr-v certificat ion: [ef 
1( 8 ) eo~:~ld reasonabl~<' be expected to ~~egt:H iwly a~et the 
s l ~tdet~t's rerfflrmance on an assessment instrliiHeAt 
adm inistered under Section 39.023 ; or1 fFt\ I (2)J 
m f~l the student requests permission to enroll in an 
electronic course at a time that is not consistent with the 
enrollment period established by the school di~ilric:t or open­
enrollment charter school provid ing the course;,_Q£ 
(3 ) the d istrict or school offers a substantially similar course. 
fF t\ 1(3 )] 
(c- I) A school district or ope n-enrol lment charter school may 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION I . Substantiall y the same ~ Senate 'version e:<.Cl'pt 
ubsection (c- 1) does not apply to a student enrolled in a fu ll­

time onl ine program that was operating 0 11 January I, 21J/3 . 
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dec line to pav the cost for a student of more than three 
yearlong electron ic courses. or the equivalent. during anv 
school 'ear. Thi sub. cction does not limit the abili t ' of the 
student to enroll in additional electronic courses at the 
student's cost. 

(d) Notwithstand ing Subsection (c)(2) [~] . till entitr {H 
.wdwo! d-is.l.f'it·t m· 6-fJCPl cw~wlbuenl chH/'1-el" sehtJtJI/ that 
provides an electronic course through the state vi11ual school 
network under Chapter 30A shal l makl! all reasonable efforts 
to accommodate the enrol lment of a student in the course 
under special circumstances. 

SECTIO\! 2. Subchapter Z. Chapter 29. Educat ion Code. is 
amended by adding Section 29.909 to read as follows: 
Sec. 29.909. DISTA CE LEA RI\1 G COURSES. (a) A 
school district that provides a course through distance learning 
and seeks to inform other sclwnl dist ricts of the ava ilabili ty of 
the course mav submit information to the agencv regarding 
the course, including the number or positions available for 
student enrollment in the course. The district may submit 
updated information at the beginning or each semester. 

(b) The agency shall make information submi tted under this 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R 3 1736 
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SENATE VERSION ( I C) 

decline to pm· the cost for a student or more than three 
' ca rlong electronic courses. or the equivalent. during anv 
school \·ear. This subsection does not: [FA2( I )J 
(I) limit the abilit\ of the student to enroll in additional 
electronic courses at the student's cost: or 
(2) applr to a student enrolled in a full-time online program. 
(d) Notwi thstanding Subsection (c )( 2) lft7tJ11. a :,·clw ol 
di.'ltrict or open -enrollment charter ::ichool that provides an 
ekctronic course through the state virtual school network 
under Ch"pter 30/\ shall make al l rensonable efforts to 
accommodate the enrollment of a student in the course under 
special circumstances. 
(0 A school district or open-enrollment charter sch ool (rom 
which a parent o(a student requests permission to enroll the 
student in llfl electron ic course offered through the :,·tate 
1·irtual ~;c:/wol network under Chapter JUA has discretion to 
select a course provider approved br the network '.\' 
admini:,·terim: aut/writr [or the course in which the student 
will enroll based on t iwton including the informed choice 
report in section J fl. 1 OH(h). I FA 1 ( 4)] 

SECTIO 2. ubchnpter Z~ Chapter 29. Education Code. is 
amended b) adding Section 29.909 to read as fo llo,.,.s: 
Sec. 29.909. 01 TA CE LEAR I G COURSES. (al A 
school district or open-enrollment charter :,-c/wol that 
provides a course through distance learning and seeks to 
inform other districts or ,,·clwols of the ava ilabi l itv o f the 
course may submit information to the agency regarding the 
course, including the number of positions ava ilable for student 
enrollment in the course . The district or school may submit 
updated information at the beginning of each semester. 
(b) The agency shall make information submitted under this 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 2. Same as Senate version. 
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section available on the agency's Internet website. 
(c) The commissioner rnav adopt rules necessary to implement 
this section. including rules governing student enrollment. T he 
commissioner mav not adopt rules govern ing course pricing. 
and the price for a course shall be determined by the school 
districts involved. 

SECTION 3. Section JOA.OO I (7). Education Code. is 
amended to read as follows: 
(7) "Course prov ider [Provider school district or school)" 
means: 
(A) a school district or oren-enrollment charter school thC:It 
provides an electronic course through the state virtual school 
network to: 
( i) students enrol led in that district or school: or 
( ii) students enrolled in another schoo l district or school; leFI 
(R) a publi c or rrivate institut ion of higher educati on, 
nonprofit entitv. or pri vate entitv that provides a course 
through the state virtual school network;_Q!: 
(C) a corporation that provides an elec tron ic professional 
development course through the state virtual school network. 

SECTION 4. Subchapter A. Chapter 30A. Education Code, is 
amended by adding Section 30A.OOII . F.I.IGIB ILITY OF 
CERTAIN COURSE PROVIDERS. 

Associated CCR Dratt: 83R 31736 
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SENATE VERSION ( IE) 

section availab le on the agencv's Internet website. 
(c) The commissioner mav adopt rules necessarv to implement 
this section. inc luding ru les governing student enrollment. The 
con1missioner mav not adopt rules governing course pricing. 
and tht: prict: for a course shall be determined bv the school 
districts or open-enrollment charter schools involved. 

SECTIO 3. Sections 30A.001(7) and (S), Education Code, 
arc amended to read as follows: lJ7 A I (5)] 
(7) "Course provider l Pro~·ider school district or school]" 
means: 
(A) a school district or open-enrollment charter schoo l that 
provides an electronic course through the state virtual school 
network to: 
(i) students enro lled in that district or school; or 
(ii) students enro lled in another school district or school; (eF] 
(B) a public or private institution of higher education, 
nonprofit entitv, or private entitv that provides a course 
through the state virtual school network;_QI 
CC) an entitr that provides an electronic professional 
development course through the state virtua l school network. 
(8) "Public or private institution of It igher education" 
mea nsf-! 
f(Afj an i11!1titution of lli;:lter education, as defined by 20 
U.S.C. Section 1001/Seetion 6UHll; fN' 

f(R) H pr-ivate or i?ldependent instilutitm tJfhigher- edueuthm, 
HS dtfint•d by St'l•lkm 61. ()()Jj. (r: A I ( 6 )] 

No equivalent provision. 

3 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 3. Same as Senate version. 

Same as Senate version. 
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SECTION 5. Section 30A.003, Education Code. PROVISION 
OF COMPUTER EQUIPMENT OR INTERNET SERV ICE. 
is amended. 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 6. Section 30A.056(a). Fducation Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION 7. The heading to Section JOA.IO I. Education 
Code, is amended. 

SECTION 8. Section 30A.10 1. Education Code, is amended 
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (b) and 
(c) to read as follows: 
(a) A school district is eligible to act as a course provider 
[sehool distriet] under this chapter only if the district is rated 
acceptable [or higher] under Section 39.054. 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R 31736 
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SENATE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION 4. Same as I louse version. 

SECTIO!\ 5. Sect ion 30/\.007. Educat ion Code. is amended 
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a- I ) to 
read as fo l lows: 
(a) A school district or open-enrollment charter school shall 
adopt a written policy that provides district or school students 
wirh the opportunity to enroll in electronic courses provided 
through the state vi rtual school network. The policy must be 
consistent with the requirements imposed by Section 26.003 I. 
[FA 1(7)] 
(a-1) A school district or open-enrollment charter school shall. 
at least once per school vear. send to a parent of each district 
or school student enrolled at the middle or high school level a 
copv of the policv adopted under Subsection (a). A district or 
school may send the policv with anv other information that the 
d istrict or school sends to a parent. [FA I (8)] 

SECTION 6. Same as House version. 

SECTION 7. Same as I louse version. 

SECT ION 8. Section 30A.1 01. Education Code, is amended 
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (c) and 
(d) to read as follows: 
(a) A school district or open-enrollment charter school is 
eligible to act as a course provider [!;ehool distrietl under this 
chapter only i f the d istrict or school is rated acceptable [et= 

4 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 4. Same as I louse version. 

SECTIOt 5. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 6. Same as House version. 

SECT ION 7. Same as House version. 

SECTION 8. Same as Senate version. 
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( h ) A n open-enrollment charter !;clwol is eligible to act as a 
course prtll'ider under this chapter onlr i(the school is rated 
acceptable or higher under Section 3 9.054, except that a 
!';clwol mar act "·'· a cour.ve prm•ider to students receiving 
educational services under the supervision of " ju venile 
probation department, the Texa.'i Youtlt Commission, or the 
Texa.\· Department o( Criminal Justice i( the school i.'i rated 
academicallr acceptable or higher. 
1\n open-enrollment charter school rnav serve as a course 
provider on lv: 
( 1) to a student within its service area: or 
(2) to another stlllknt in the state: 
( 1\) through an agreement with the school district in which the 
student resides; or 
(13) if the student receives edu~:ational services under the 
supervision of a juvenile probation department, the Texa.'i 
Youth Commis.,·ion , or the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice. through an agreement with the applicable ag,encv. 

(c) A nonprofit entity, private entitv. or corporation is eligible 
ro act as a course provider under this chapter onl\ if the 
rwnrrofit cnt it\, private entit\'. or corporation: 
( 1) complies '' ith all applicable federal and state laws 
prohibiting discrimination; 
(2) possesses prior experience offerinl! onl ine courses to 
elementarr. middle. junior high , or high schoo l students, with 
demonstrated student success in course completion and 
perlorrnance, as determined bv the commiss ioner: and 
(3) demonstrates linancial solvt:ncy. 
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~J under Section 39.05-J.. 

1\n open-enrollment charter school may serve as a course 
12rovider on lv: 
( l l to a student \\·ithin its serv ice area: or 
(~ l to another student in the state: 
(A) through an agreement with the school district in wh ich the 
student resides: or 
(B) if the student receives educational services under the 
supervi ~ion of a juvenile probation department. tho.: Texas 
Ju l'ellile Justice Departme11t. or the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice, through an al!.reement with the applicable 
agenc'. 
(c) A nonprofit entit\', private entitv, or corporation is eligible 
to act as a course pro,·ider under this chapter only if the 
nonprofit ent itY. private entity. or corporation: 
(I) complies \\ith all applicable federal and state la"~ s 

prohibiting discrimination: 
{3) prol'ide.,· e1•idel/ce o{ prior successful experience otTering 
online courses to middle or high school students, with 
demonstrated student success in course completion and 
performance, as determined bv the commissioner. 
(2) demonstrates linancial solvency: and [FI\ I (9)] 
(d) A ll e11titr other than a school district or opell-el/rol/ment 
charter school is not authorized to award course credit or a 
diploma {or courses taken through the state virtual .H.·Itool 
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SECTION 9. Section 30A.I 02. Education Code. is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 30A.I02. LISTfNG OF ELECTRONIC COURSFS. (a) 
The administering authority shall : 
(I) publ ish the criteria required by Section 30A.I03 for 
electronic courses that may be offered through the state v irtual 
school network; 
(2) using the cri teria required by Section 30A. l 03. evaluate 
electronic cou rses submined by a course provider [~ 
dist ri ct or !;chool J to he offered through the net\ovork.; 
(3) create a list of electronic courses approved by the 
administering authority; and 
(4) provide public access to the list of approved electronic 
courses offered through the network. and a detailed descri pt ion 
of the courses that compli es 'A ith Section 30A.108. 

(b) To ensure that a ful l range or electron ic courses, including 
advanced placement courses. are offered to students in th is 
state. the administering authority: 
( 1) shall create a I ist of those suhjects and courses designated 
by the board under Subchapter A. Chapter 28. for which the 
hoard has identified essential knowledge and ski lis or for 
which the board has designated content requirements under 
Subchapter A. Chapter 28; 
(2) shall enter into agreements w ith school districts. open­
enrollment charter schools, l~J public or private institutions 
of higher education. and other eligible entities for the purpose 
of ofleri ng the courses through the state virtual school 
network; and 
(3) may develop or authorize the development of additional 
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SENATE VERSION ( IF) 

SECTION 9. Sect ion 30A. l 02. Fducation Code. is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 30A.l 02 . LISTING OF ELECTRONIC COURSES. (a) 
The administering authority sha ll: 
( 1) publish the criteria requ ired by Section 30A. I 03 for 
electronic courses that may be offe red through the state virtual 
school network: 
(2) using the criteria required hy Section 30A.l 03, eva luate 
electronic courses submitted by a course provider [5€-flee+ 
district or ~;choo l ) to be ortered through the network: 
(3) create a list or electronic courses approved hy the 
administering authority; and 
( 4) publish in a prominent location on tlte network's Internet 
website fpnwitie ;mhUe acce.~·:; toj the l ist of approved 
electronic courses offered through the network and a detailed 
description of the courses that complies w ith Section 30A.l og. 
(b) To ensure that a full range of electronic courses. inc luding 
advanced placement courses. are offered to students in this 
state. the administering author ity : 
( 1) shall create a list of those suhjects and courses designated 
by the board under Subchapter A. Chapter "28. for which the 
board has identified essential knowledge and sk.i lls or for 
which the board has designated content requ irements under 
Subchapter A , Chapter 28; 
(2) shall enter into agreements with school districts, open­
enrollment charter schools, [~] publ ic or private institutions 
of higher education. and other eligible enti ties for the purpose 
of otTering the courses through the state virtual school 

network; and 
(3) may develop or authorize the development of additional 
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SECTION 9 . Same as Senate version. 
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electronic courses that: 
(A) are needed to complete high school graduati on 
requirements; and 
(B) are not othen.,·ise avai lable through the state virtual school 
network. 

SECTION 10. Sect ion 30A.I021(c). Education Code. is 
amended. 

SECTION II. Section 30A.J03(a), Education Code. is 
amended. 

SECTION 12. Section JOA. I 04, Education Code, is amended 
by amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsection (c) to read 
as follows: 
(b) If the essential knowledge and skills with which an 
approved course is al igned in accordance wi th Subsection 
(a)(2) arc modified. the course prov ider [sehoo l distriel or 
~l must be provided the same time period to revise the 
course to achieve al ignment with the modified essential 
knowledge and skil ls as is provided for the modification of a 
course provided in a trad itional classroom setting. 
(c) This subsection applies to a course provider other tlran a 
school district, open-enrollmelll charter school, or public 
institution of higher education. Tlte board slra/1 maintain 
oversight o( tire services and products relating to public 
student curriculum offered in this state by a course provider, 

Assoc iated CCR Draft: 83R 3 1736 

House Bill 1926 
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SENATE VERSION ( IE) 

electronic courses that: 
(/\) are needed to complete high school graduation 
requirements; and 
(B) are not otherwise available through the state virtual school 
network. 
(c) The administering autlwritv shall develop a 
comprehen.\·ive course numbering S!'!lfem (or all courses 
offered through the state virtual school network to em;ure, to 
the greatest extent po.'lsib/e, consistent numbering of similar 
courses offered across all course prol'ider.\·. 

SECT10 10. Same as House version. 

SECTION II. Same as House version. 

SECTIO f\.' 12. Section 30A.I04(b). Education Code. is 
amended to read as follows: 

(b) I f the essential knowledge and skills w ith which an 
approved course is al igned in accordance with Subsection 
(a)( 2) are modified. the course provider [school district or 
~] must be provided the same time period to revise the 
course to achieve alignment with the modified essential 
knowledge and skills as is provided for the modification of a 
course provided in a traditional classroom setting. 
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SECTION I 0. Same as House version. 

SECTION I I. Same as House version. 

SECTION 12. Same as Senate version. 
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and the course provider mav not provide a service or product 
relating to public student curriculum in this state wit/tout 
hoard approval. including approval of the (orm and content 
of the service or product, and regardless o{ whether the 
service or product is provided online, in print, or in person. 

SECT ION 13. Sections 30A. l04 l (a) and (b). Education Code. 
are amended. 

SECTION 14. Subchapter C, Chapter JOA. Education Code. is 
amended by adding Section 30A.I 042. RECIPROCITY 
AGRCEMCl TS W IT ! I OTII ER STATES. 

SECTION 15. Section 30A.l05. Education Code. is amended 
by amending Subsection (d) and adding Subsection (e) to read 
as follo,vs : 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R 31736 

House Bill 1926 
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SENATE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION 13. Same as House version. 

SECTION 14. Same as House version. 

SECTION 15. Section 30A.l 05. Education Code. is amended 
by amending Subsections (a), (a- 1 ). and (d) and adding 
Subsection (e) to read as follows: 
(a) The administering authori(r shall: 
(1) establish a /Hehetlu,!e fM fl,., HnHIUi!f .mbmis.<oion and 
approval process for electronic courses that occurs on a 
rolling basis; and 
(2) evaluate electronic course!i to be offered through the 
state virtual school network/t-OHfl 
{(3) HtP! !t~leF #um AuguM J ofe«eh year, up-prtn•e eJeeiH.mie 
cour.~e!i ihut.· 
f f4) meet M.e criteria e.\·tflhii.\·hetl muter ,f;eetifJH JIJA.l{).J; 
uHfl 
{(8) pHw itle the mi.'limum in.vtrue#ana! FigM ami .<WfljJe 
Tequired Hllder Section JOA.J04f. 
(a-1) The administering autlwri(v shall publish the 
submission and approval process (or electronic courses 
[veJteduiej established under Subsection (a)(/) , including 
any deadlines {specified in thai schet!u!e,f and {any/ 
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SECTION 13. Same as House version. 

SECT ION 14. Same as House vers ion. 

SECTIO 15. Same as Senate version. 
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(d) If the agency determines that the costs of evaluating and 
approving a submitted electronic course will not be paid by 
the agency due to a shortage of funds availab le for that 
purpose. the school district open-enrollment charter school. 
lf*J public or private institution or higher educat ion. or other 
eligible entitv that submitted the course for evaluation and 
approval may pay a fee equal to the amount of the costs in 
order to ensure that evaluation of the course occurs. The 
agency shall establish and publish a fee schedule for purposes 
of this subsect ion. 
(e) The administering authoritv shall require a course provider 
to apply for renevved approval of a previously approved 
course in accordance with a schedule designed to coincide 
with revisions to the required curriculum under Section 
28.002(a) but not later than the 1Oth anniversary of the 
previous approval. 

SECTION 16. Subchapter C Chapter 30A Education Code. is 
amended by adding Section 30A. I 052. INDUCI::::MENTS 
FOR ENROLLMENT PROHII11TED. 

SECTION 17. Section 30A .I06(a). Education Code, is 
arnended. 

SECTION 18. Section JOA.I 07(a). Education Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION 19. Section 30A.I08(b). Educat ion Code. 1s 
amended. 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R 31736 
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SENATE VERSION (IE) 

guidelines applicable to the f.~·Hiutri.'isitm (md apfN'tH'«I} 
process /JM e!eelr-enie eouFSesj. 
(d) If the agency determines that the costs of evaluating and 
approving a submitted electronic course will not be paid by 
the agency due to a shortage of funds avai I able for that 
purpose. the school district. open-enrollment charter school. 
le~=J public or private institution of higher education. or other 
elic:ible entity that submitted the course for evaluation and 
approval may pay a tee equal to the amount of the costs in 
order to ensure that eva luation of the course occurs. The 
agency shall establish and publ ish a fee schedule for purposes 
of this subsection. 
(e) The administering authority shall requ ire a course provider 
to applv tor renewed approval of a previouslv approved 
course in accordance with a schedu le designed to coincide 
with revisions to the required curriculum under Section 
28.002(a) but not later than the I Oth anniversary of the 
previous approval. 

SECTION 16. Same as House version. 

SECTION 17. Same as House version. 

SECTION 18. Same as House version. 

SECTION 19. Same as House version. 
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SECTION 16. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 17. Same as House version. 

SECTION 18. Same as House version . 

SECTION 19. Same as House version. 
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o equivalt:nt provision. 

SECTION 
REG IONAL 
amended. 

20. Section 
EOUCATIO 

JOA.I I.:I. Education Code. 
SERVICE CENT ERS. 1s 

SECTION 2 1. Section JOA. I 53 . Education Code, is amended 
by amend ing Subsections (a). (b) . and (c) and adding 
Subsection (a- I ) to read as fo llows: 
(a) Subject to the limitation imposed under Subsection (a - 1 ). a 
fAl school district or open-enrollment charter school in w hich 
a student is enrolled is entitled to funding under Chapter 42 or 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R 3 1736 
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ScCI ION 20. Section 30A .II21 . Education Code. is 
amended to read as foiiO\\·S: 
Sec. 30/\.1121. ALTERNATIVE ED CATOR 
PROFESS IO AL DEVELOPM ENT . (a) Subject to 
Subsection (b ). a course provider [schoo l district or open 
eluollmt!nt charter school ] may provide professional 
d~.:velopmen t courses to teachers seeking to become 
authorized to teach electronic courses prov ided through the 
Stille vi rt ua l school network. A course provider !district or 
~I may provide a professional development course that is 
approved under Subsection (b) to any interested tea(.; her. 
regardless of [whether] the teacher's emplover [ teacher is 
employed by the district or school! . 
(b) The agency sha ll rcvie\"' each professiona l development 
course sought to be provided by a course provider I ~I 

Elistrict or ope A enrollmem eharter sehool J under Subsection 
(a) to tktcrminc if the w urse meets the quality standards 
established under Section 301\ .113. I f a course mecb those 
tandards. the course provider lEiistri et (:)F seh(:)ol] may provide 

the cou rse for purposes of enabling a teacher to comply with 
Section30A.III(a)(2). 

SECTION 2 1. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 22. Section 30A. 153. Education Code. is amended 
by amending Subsections (a) and (b) and adding Subsecti on 
(a- I ) to read as follo\.-vs: 
(a ) Subject to the l imi tation imposed under Subsection (a- 1 ), a 
lAJ school distric t or open-enrollment charter school in wh ich 
a student is enrolled is entitled to funding under Chapter 42 or 
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SECTION 20. Same as Senate vcr ion. 

SECTION 21. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 22. Same as Senate version except in subsect ion (a-
1 ). school district or open-enro llment charter school fund ing is 
l imited to funding for a student's enrollment in not more than 
three electronic courses during any school year. unless the 
student is enrolled in a full-time onl ine program that was 
op erati llJ.: 011 January 1, 2013 . 
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in accordance with the terms of a c barter granted under 
Section 12.10 I for the student's enroll ment in an electronic 
course ortered through the state virtual school network in the 
same manner that the district or schoo l is entitled to funding 
for the student's enrollment in courses provided in a traditional 
classroom setting. provided that the student successfu lly 
completes the electronic course. 
(a- I) For purposes of Subsection (a). a school district or open­
enrollment charter schoo l is limited to the funding described 
bv that subsecti on for a student's enrollment in not more than 
three electronic courses during, anv school vear. 

(b) The commissioner/, H:{tN ctn1sideritlfj' eetnmcnt.\· from 
school district ami open en..-o!lment charter school 
repl'f!5enlllti~·e.~,/ shall negotiate an agreement witlt each 
course provider {Ht!op: « stan{/Hrd &J;l'ecmentf that governs 
the costs. payment of funds, and other matters re lating to a 
student's enrollment in an electronic course offered through 
the state virtual school network. The agreement may not 
require a school district or open-enrollment charter school to 
pay the provider the full amount until the student has 
successfully completed the electronic course. and the full 
amount mav not exceed the limits specitled bv Section 
30A.I 05{b). 
(c) A school district or open-enrollment charter school shall 
use tlte applicable fslfmtitlrdf agreement negotiated 
{fl(klp~etlf under Subsection (h) unle.\·s: 
(I) the district or school requests from the commissioner 
(Jermission to modifr the {shuu!aH!J agreement; and 
(2) the commissioner authorizes tlte modification. 

SECTION 22. Sections 30A.I55(a) and (c-1 ). Education 
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in accordance with the terms of a charter granted under 
Section 12.10 I for the student's enrollment in an electronic 
course offered through the state virtual school network in the 
same manner that the distri ct or school is entitled to funding 
for the student's enrollment in courses provided in a traditional 
classroom setting. provided that the student successt'ully 
completes the electronic course. IF/\ I (I 0) J 
(a-! ) For purposes of Subsection (a), a school district or open­
enrollment charter sc hool is limited to the funding described 
by that subsection tor a student's enrollment in not more than 
three electronic courses during anv school vear, unless the 
student is enrolled in a {itll-time online program. [FA2(2)] 
(b) The cormnissioner. ajier considering comment~· from 
school di.'itrict and open-enrollment charter school 
representatives, shall adopt a standard agreement that 
governs the costs, payment of funds, and other matters 
relating to a student's enrollment in an electronic course 
offered through the state virtual school network. The 
agreement may not require a school district or open­
enrollment charter school to pay the provider the full amount 
until the student has successfu lly completed the electronic 
course. and the full amount mav not exceed the limits 
specified by Section 30A.I05(b). 

SECTION 23. Section 30/\.155. Education Code. is amended 
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SECTION 23. Same as Senate version. 
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Code. are amended to read as follows : 

(a) A school district or open-enrol lment charter school may 
charge a fee for enrollment in an electronic course provided 
through the state vi rtual school netvvork to a student who 
resides in this state and: 
( I ) is enrolkd in a school district or open -enrollment charter 
school as a fu ll -time student with[~ 
[(2) is enrolled in I a course load greater than that normally 
taken by students in the equivalent grade level in other school 
districts or open-enrollment charter schools: or 
(2) elects to enroll in an electronic course provided through 
the network for which the school district or open-enrollment 
charter school in which the student is enrolled as a fu l l-time 
student dec I ines to pav the cost. a<> authorized bv Section 
26.003 I (c- 1 ). 
(c-1) A school district or open-enrollment charter school that 
is not the course provider [school district or sehoo1] may 
charge a student enrolled in the district or school a nominal 
fee. not to exceed the amount spec itied by the commissioner. 
i f the student enrolls in an electronic course provided through 
the state virtual school network that exceeds the course load 
normally taken by students in the equivalent grade level. A 
juvenile probation department or state agency may charge a 
comparable fee to a student under the supervision of the 
department or agency. 

No equivalent provision. 
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by amend ing Subsections (a) and ( c- 1) and adding Subsection 
(e) to read as follows: 
(a) A school district or open-enrollment charter school may 
charge a fee for enrollment in an electronic course provided 
through the state vi rtual school network to a student who 
resides in this state and: 
(I) is enrolled in a school district or open-enrollment charter 
school as a full-time studen t \v ith[~ 
[ (2) is er.rolled in) a course load greater than that normally 
taken by students in the equ ivalent grade level in other schoo l 
districts or open-enrollment charter schools: or 
(2) elects to enroll in an electronic course provided through 
the network for \\>hich the school district or open-enrollment 
charter school in which the student is enrolled as a full-time 
student decl ines to pav the cost as authorized bv Section 
26.003 I( c-1 ). 
(c-1) A school district or open-enrollment charter school that 
is not the course provider [!>chool di:1trict or schoo l ] may 
charge a student enrolled in the district or school a nominal 
tee, not to exceed the amount speci tied by the commissioner. 
if the student enrol ls in an electronic course provided through 
the state virtual school network that exceeds the course load 
normally taken by students in the equivalent grade level. A 
juvenile probation department or state agency may charge a 
comparable fee to a student under the supervision or the 
department or agency. 
(e) This chapter does not entitle a student who i.,. not 
enrolled on a ft1ll-time basis in (I school district or open­
enrollment charter scltool to the benefit.,· o(the Foundation 
School Program. 

SECTION 24. Subchapter A, Chapter 32. Education Code. is 
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SECTION 23. Section 30A. I 0 l(b). Educat ion Code. as 
amended by Chapters 895 (H.B. 3) and 1328 (I-I.B . 3646), 
Acts of the 81 st I .cgislature. Regular Sess ion. 2009. is 
repealed . 

SECTION 24. T hi s Act applies beginning with the 2013-20 14 
school year. 

SECTION 25. Effective date. 
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amended by adding Section 32.005 to read as follows: 
Sec. 32.005. STUDY 0 1 SCHOOL DISTRICT NETWORK 
CAPABILITIES. (a) The commissioner shall conduct a studv 
to assess the network capabilities of each sc hool district. The 
studv must gather sufficient information to determine whether 
the network connections of a district and school campuses in 
the district meet the follo'Wing targets: 
( I) an external Internet connection to a campus's Internet 
service provider featuring a bandwidth capable or a broadband 
speed of at least 100 megabits per second for every 1.000 
students and staff members: and 
(2) an internal wide area network connection bct\vecn the 
district and each of the school campuses in the d istrict 
featuring a bandwidth capable of a broadband speed of at least 
one gigabit per second for evcrv 1,000 students and staff 
members. 
(h) The commissioner mav solici t and accept girts and grants 
from any pub I ic or private source to conduct the studv. The 
commissioner mav also cooperate or collaborate with national 
organizations conducting similar studies. 
(c) The commissioner shall complete the study not later than 
December I. 20 15. This section expires December I, 2016. 

SECTION 25. Same as House version. 

SECTION 26. Same as House version. 

SECTION 27. Same as House version. 
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LEGISLA liVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 83RD LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 25, 2013 

TO: Honorable David Dewhurst, Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the llouse, House of Representati ves 

FROM: Ursula Parks. Director, Legislati ve Budget Board 

IN RE: HBI926 by King, Ken (Re lating to the operation of the state virtual school network and 
courses provided th rough other distance learning arrangements.), Conference Committee 
Report 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would expand the list of eligible course providers through the state virtual school network 
(VSN) to include nonprofit entities. private entities, and entities that provide an electronic 
professional development course . The bill would would prohibit an entity other than a school 
district or open-enrollment charter school from a'.varding course credit or a diploma for courses 
taken through the YSN. 

The bill would authorize the state virtual school network to enter into a reciprocity agreement with 
one or more states to fa<.:ilitate expedited course approval. 

The bill would authorize a charter to receive fund ing for the student's enrollment in a state virtual 
school network course in accordance with the terms of its charter. The bill would require require 
the standard YSN agreement adopted by the co tm11issioner to address course costs. The full 
amount for courses could not exceed $400 per course or S4,800 for a full -time student. 

The bill would allow a school district or open-enrollment charter school to decline to pay for more 
than three yearlong electronic courses for a student or the equivalent during a school year, unless 
the students is enrolled in a full -t ime on line program that was operating on January 1, 2013. 
Students could enroll in additional electronic courses at their own cost. The bill would allow a 
district or charter school to charge a fee to an enrolled full-time student who elected to enroll in 
the YSN and the district declined to pay the cost for the course. 

The bill would require the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to make district distance learning 
courses available on the TEA website. 

The bill would require course providers to apply for renewal of previous ly approved courses 
coinc iding with revisions to the required curri culum or the lOth anniversary of the previous 
approval. 

The bill would limit FSP fundin g for a student' · enrollment to a maximum of three electronic 
courses during a school year, un less the students is enrolled in a fu ll-time online program that was 
operating on January 1. 2013. 
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The bill would prohibit course providers from promising or providing equipment or other items of 
value to a student or their parent as an inducement to enroll in courses in the vi rtual school 
network. The commissioner of education would be required to revoke approval of course offered 
by the course provider that violated these provisions. 

The bill would require the Informed Choice Report on the YSN website to include the following 
information: the entity that developed the course, the entity that provided the course, the course 
completion rate , the aggrega te student performance on state-required assessment instruments 
administered to students enrolled in the course, the aggregate student performance on all state­
required assessment instruments administered to students who completed the provider's courses, 
and any other information determined by the commissioner of education. 

The bill would require the commiss ioner of education to conduct a study of school district 
network capabilities to determine whether district and campus network connecti ons met certain 
targets. The commissioner could solicit and accept gifts and grants from any public or private 
source to conduct the study and could cooperate or collaborate with any national organizations 
conducting similar studies. The study would have to be completed by December I , 2015. 

Based on information provided by the Texas Education 1\gency, this analysis assumes that any 
admin istrative costs associated with implementing the provisions of this bill could be absorbed 
within existing resources. 

Local Government Impact 

A school district or open-enrollment charter school would be required to pay course providers for 
a student's enrollment in an electronic course offered through the state virtual school network 
under the terms negotiated by the Commissioner of Education. The district or charter could 
dec line payment for rnorc than three yea rlong electronic courses, or the equivalent, during a 
school year. 

A school district or open-enrollment charter school would be required to annually send its VSN 
policy to parents. 

Source Agencies: 701 Central Education Agency 

LBB Staff: UP, JBi, JSc, AH 
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Certification of Compliance with 
Rule 13, Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure 

Rule 13. Section 6( b). House Rules ofProcedure, requires that a copy of a conference committee 
report stgned by a majority of each committee of the conference must be furnished to each member 
of the committee in person or tf unable to deliver in person by placing a copy in the member 's 
newspaper mailbox at least one hour before the report is furnished to each member of the house 
under Section I O(a) of this rule. The paper copies of the report submitted to the chief clerk under 
Section I 0< b) of this rule must contain a certificate that the requirement of this subsection has been 
satisfied, and that certificate must be attached to the printed copy of the report furnished to each 
member under Section I 0( d) of this rule. Failure to comply with this subsection is not a sustainable 
point of order under this rule. 

I certify that a copy of the conference committee report on Jl.._ B. / {/t k was furnished 
to each member of the conference committee in compliance with Rule 1 3, Section 6(b ), House 
Rules of Procedure, before submission of the paper copies of the report to the chief clerk under 
Section I O(b), Rule 13. House Rules of Procedure. 

(date) 


