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1 

CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

3rd Printing 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

A ACT 

H . B . No . 1 9 5 1 

2 relating to th e l i censing and regu l ation of 

3 providing a criminal penalty . 

elecommunicators ; 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGIS LA'I'URE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS : 

5 SECTION 1 . Section 170 1 . 1 5 1 , Occupat ions Code , is amended 

6 to read as follows : 

7 Sec . 1701.151. GENERAL POWERS OF COM MISSION ; RULEM AK I NG 

8 AUTHORI TY . The CO mlSSlon may : 

9 (1) adop t rules for the adminis t rat i o n o f t h i s chapt e r 

10 a n d for t he co mmi ssion ' s i ernal managemen and contro l ; 

1 1 

12 

13 

(2) es tab li sh mlnlmum standards r elating to 

compete n ce and reliability , including education , ra i n ing , 

physica l , menta , and mo ral standards , f or 1 · censing as an o f ficer , 

1 4 county jai le r , [~ ] public sec u ri y off i cer ..!... o r [emp l oyFHe n t a s a ] 

15 telecommunicato r; 

16 ( 3 ) r e p o r t t o t he go v c r no r and 1 e g i s l at u r e on t h e 

1 7 commission ' s ac t ivities , wit h r ecommen dat ion s on matters un der t he 

18 commission ' s j risdic t ion , an d m k e o h e r r e p o rts that t he 

19 commlSSlon co nsiders desirable ; 

20 (4) requlre a state a g e n cy or a county , specia l 

2 1 district , o r municipali t y in this state that emp oys officers , 

22 telecommu . i cato r s , or coun ty jai l ers t o s ubm ' t reports and 

23 i nformation ; 

2 4 ( 5 } c o n t r act as th e c o mm i ss ion co n s i de r s n e c e s sa r y f o r 
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H. B. No . 1951 

1 services , facil ities , studies , a nd reports required f or : 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

(A) cooperation wi~h municipal , county , special 

distric t , stat e , and f ederal law enforcement agencies in training 

progr ams ; a nd 

(B) performance of the commission ' s other 

func tions; and 

7 (6) conduct r esearch and stimulate r esea r ch by pub lic 

8 and p rivate agencies to impr ove law enforcement and police 

9 administration . 

10 SECTION 2 . Se ct i ons 1701 . 25 1 (a) and (c) , Occ upations Cod e , 

11 are ame nded to read as follows : 

12 ( a ) The commission shal l est ablish and maintain tra~ning 

13 programs for officers..!... [ .a-R-4 ] county j ailers , and 

14 te l ecommunicators . The tra ining shall be co nduct ed b y the 

15 commi ssion staff or by ot her agenc ie s and i nstitutions the 

16 commission co nsiders appropriate . 

17 ( c ) The commission may : 

18 ( 1) issue or r evo ke the license of a schoo l operated by 

19 or for this state or a pol itical subdiv is ion of this state 

20 sp ecifi ca l ly for t rain i ng officers , county j ailers , [B+] r ecrui ts..!... 

21 o r tele communicato r s ; 

22 (2) operate schools and conduct preparat ory , 

23 in - service , basic , and advanced courses i n the schools, as the 

24 commission det ermines a ppr opr iate , for officers , count y jailers , 

25 [ .a-M] rec rui t s , and telecommunica tor s ; 

2 6 ( 3 ) issue a 1 i c ens e t o a p e r son t o a c t as a qua 1 i f i e d 

27 inst rue to r under condit ions that the commission prescribes ; and 
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H. B . No . 1951 

1 ( 4 ) consul t and cooperate with a mu n icipali t y , county , 

2 special d i st rict , state agency or o t her government a l agency , or a 

3 u n iversity , college , JUn l o r co l lege , or ot h er institut:ion , 

4 concerning the d evelopmen t of schools and t r aining pr ogr ams for 

5 officersL [aH4] count y j a i lers, and telecommunicators . 

6 SEC'l'lON 3 . Sect ion 1701. 3 0 1 , Occupat ions Co d e , i s amended 

7 to r ead as fol lows : 

8 Sec . 1 701 . 301. LICENSE REQU I RED . Except as provided by 

9 Sections 1 701 . 310 , [aB4 ] 1701 . 311 , and 1701 . 405 , a person may not 

10 appoint o r empl o y a p erso n t o serve as an of f ice r, county jailer , 

1 1 [-e-r- ) p ublic securi t y officer , or telecommun icator un l ess the p e r son 

12 [ appointed ] ho lds an appropr i ate license i ssued by the commission . 

13 SECTION 4 . Sect i on 1701 . 303 , Occupat ions Code , is amended 

14 by adding Subsection (c) t o r ead as fo l lows: 

15 (c) A person who appoints or emp l oys a te lecommunicator 

16 licensed by the commission shall noti fy t he commission not lat er 

17 than t he 30th day after the dat e of t he appoint ment or emp loyment . 

18 lf the person a ppoints or emp l o y s an individual who previous l y 

19 served as a te l ecommunicat or and the a ppointmen t or emp l o yment 

20 occurs after the 180t h day a f ter the last dat e o f serv1ce as a 

21 te l ecommun i cator , the person must have o n fi l e in a f o rm r eadi l y 

2 2 access i b 1 e to the commi ss i on : 

23 ( 1 ) n ew cr i minal histor y record i nformation ; and 

2 4 (2) two comp l eted finge rp rint cards . 

25 SECT I ON 5. The ·h ead in g to Sect ion 17 0 1 . 307 , Occ upations 

26 

27 

Code , is amend ed to r e ad as fo l lows : 

Sec . 1701.307 . ISSUANCE OF 
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H. B . No . 1951 

1 LICENSE . 

2 SECTION 6 . Section 1701.307(a} , Occupations Code , l.S 

3 amended t o r ead as f ol l ows : 

4 (a) The commission shall issue an appr opr iate officer or 

5 count y jaile r l icense to a per son who , as required b y this chapt er : 

6 

7 

8 

9 

(1) submits an application ; 

(2) comple t es the requi red t ra ining ; 

( 3) passes -che r equ ired e xaminat ion ; 

(4) is d ec l are d to b e i n satisfacto r y psychological 

10 a nd emot ional health a nd fre e from drug depend e n cy or illegal drug 

11 use ; and 

12 

13 

(5) demonstrates weapons proficiency . 

SECTION 7 . Subchap ter G, Chapter 1701 , Occupat ions Code , i s 

1 1]. ame nded by adding Section 170 1. 307 1 to r ead as f ollows : 

15 Sec . 1701 . 307 1. ISSUANCE Of TELE COMMU NICATOR L ICENSE . ( a) 

16 The commission shal l issue a telecommunicat o r licen se to a p erson 

17 who : 

18 ( 1) sub mit s an a pp lication ; 

19 ( 2 ) completes th e required t ra ining ; 

20 ( 3 ) passes th e r e g u i r ed e xaminat io n ; and 

21 ( 4 ) meets any ot h er re qu i r ement of this chapter and 

22 the rules prescribed by the commission to qual i fy as a 

23 telecommunicator . 

24 (b) Th e comm i ssion may issue a temporary or permanent 

25 l ice n se t o a p erson to act as a t elecommunicat o r . 

26 SECTION 8 . Section 1701 . 352 , Occupat io n s Code , i s ame n ded 

27 by adding Subsection (i) to r ead as follows : 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

H. B. No . 195 1 

( i) A s t ate ag e ncy, count y , special dist ric t, or 

municipal i t y t ha t a ppoint s or e mploys a te l e commun icat or s hall 

pr ovide training to t h e te l ecommunicato r o f n ot less than 20 h ours 

during eac h 24 - month period of e mp l oymen t . The training mus t b e 

a p p rove d by th e commission and consist of to p ic s selected b y t he 

commission and t he employing e n t i t y . 

SECT I ON 9 . Section 1701. 401( c ) , Occu pat ions Co d e , l S 

amended t o read as f ol l ows : 

(c) The commissio n shal l a d opt rules fo r i s su i n g 

10 ac hievement awards to peac e o ff i cers , r e serve p eace of ficers , 

1 1 j a ilers , [-e-r ] cus t o d ial officers , or t elecommunicato rs who are 

12 li c e ns ed by the comm i ssion . The commission 's rules shall requir e 

1 3 r ecomme ndations f rom an e l e c ted off i c i al of t his state or a 

14 polit i ca l subd i v i s i o n , a n adminis t rator o f a law e n force ment 

1 5 a g e ncy , o r a perso n ho ld i ng a l i cense issued by t he commission . 

16 SECTION 10 . Sec tio n 170 1 . 40 5 , Occupations Cod e , i s amend e d 

1 7 by a me nding Sub sec t ion (b) and adding Sub sec tio ns (b -1 ) and (b - 2 ) 

18 to read as f ol lows : 

19 ( b ) Th is st a t e or a po l itic a l subd i vision of t h is state may 

2 0 not employ a p e r son to ac t as a telecommuni cat o r unless t h e person : 

21 ( 1) has had at l east 40 ho u rs o f telec ommunicato r 

22 tra i n i ng as de termined by t h e comm i ss i o n; 

23 (2) is a t l e ast 18 years of a g e ; [~ ] 

24 (3) holds a h i gh school d i p l oma or h i g h school 

2 5 equivalency certif icate ; and 

26 ( 4 ) ho l d s a l icens e to a c t a s a telecommunicator or 

27 a gre es to obtain t he license no t l ate r than the first anniversar y of 
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H. B. No . 1951 

1 the date o f employment . 

2 ( b - 1) A person emp loyed to act as a te lecommunicato r who has 

3 n ot o b tained a l icense to act as a telecommunicator under this 

4 c h a p te r ma y not co n t i nu e to act as a t elecommun icat or after the 

5 fi r st ann iversar y o f t he d ate of emp lo yment unless t he p erson 

6 obtain s the license . 

7 ( b - 2 ) Notwithst anding this section , an o fficer is not 

8 required to obtain a telecommunicator license to act as a 

9 te l ecommunicator . 

10 SECT I ON 11 . Sec tio n 1701 . 551( a ) , Occupations Co d e , is 

1 1 amen ded to read as fo l lows : 

12 ( a ) A person commits an offense i f the person appoint s or 

13 retains anot her p erso n as an of fi ce r ..!.... [~ 1 county jailer , or 

14 telecommunicator in violation of Section 1 701 . 301 , 1 701 . 303 , [~] 

15 1 701 . 30 6 , o r 1701 . 40 5 . 

16 SECTION 12 . (a) No t lat er tha n December 31 , 2013 , the 

17 Commission on Law En forcemen t Officer St andards and Education s hall 

18 adopt ru les , standards , and procedures necessary to implement 

19 Chapte r 170 1, Occupations Code , as a me nded by t h i s Act , a nd 

20 Sub sect ion (b) of th i s sect i on. 

21 (b) Notwit hstan d ing Chapter 1701, Occupations Code , as 

22 amen ded by this Act , a person employed as a certified 

23 telecommunicato r o n January 1 , 2014 , is e xempt fr om the 

2 4 requi r e me n ts for an in i t i a l telecommunicator l i cense unde r t h at 

25 chap t er , and the Commi ss io n o n Law En fo r ceme n t Office r St andards 

26 and Education s h all issue a telecommunicat or l icense to the p e rson 

27 on receip t of an application showing that the person was enploycd as 
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H. B . No . 195 1 

1 a cert if i ed tclec ommun icato r on t h at date . 

2 SECT ION 13 . ( a ) Except a s p r ovid ed b y Sub sect i on ( b ) o f 

3 thi s sect io n , th is Act takes effect January 1 , 201 4 . 

4 ( b ) Section 12 o f th is Act tak es e ffe c t S e pt embe r 1 , 2013 . 
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!lOUSE VERSION 

SECTION 1. Section 1701. 151, Occupations Code, 1s 
amended. 

SECTION 2. Sections 1701.25 1 (a) and (c), Occupations 
Code. are amended. 

SECTION 3. Section 170 1 .30 I. Occupations Cnde, IS 

amended. 

SECTION 4. Section 1701.303, Occupations Code, 1s 
amended. 

SECTION 5. The head ing to Section I 70 I .307, Occupations 
Code, is arnended. 

SECTION 6. Section 170 I .307(a), Occupations Code, IS 

amended. 

SECTION 7. Subchapter G, Chapter 170 I, Occupations 
Code. is amended. 

SECTION 8. Sect ion 170 I .352. Occupations Code, IS 

amended. 

SECTION 9. Section 1701.40 I (c). Occupations Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION 10. Section 1701.405, Occupations Code, IS 

amended. 

SECTION II. Section 170 1.55l(a), Occupations Code, IS 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R3 1494 

House Bill 1951 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENATE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION I. Sarne as House version. 

SECTION 2. Same as House version. 

SECTION 3. Same as House version. 

SECTION 4. Same as House version. 

SECTION 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION 6. Same as I louse vers ion. 

SECTION 7. Same as House version. 

SECTION 8. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 9. Sarne as House version. 

SECTION 10. Same as House version. 

SECTION 11 . Same as House version. 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION I.Same as House version. 

SECTION 2. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 3. Same as House vers ion. 

SECTION 4. Same as House version. 

SECTION 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION 6. Same as House version. 

SECTION 7. Same as House version. 

SECTIOl\ 8. Same as I louse version. 

SECTION 9. Same as I louse vers ion. 

SECTION I 0. Same as House version . 

SECTION 11. Same as House version. 

13.144 .25 



HOUSE VERSION 

amended. 

No equiva lent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 

No equ ivalent prov ision. 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 12. Transition prov ision. 

SECTION 13. Effective date. 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31494 

Ho use Bill 1951 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENATE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION . Section 1956.051 (3), Occupations Code, IS 

amended. [FA 1] 

SECTION 
amended. lFA IJ 

SECTIOI\ 
amended. [FA I] 

Section 1956.0613, Occupations Code, 1s 

Section 1956.063, Occupations Code, IS 

SECTION . Sections 1956.064(b) and (c), Occupations 
Code, are amended. (FA 1] 

SECTION _ . Saving provision. [FA I] 

SECTION 12. Same as House version. 

SECTION 13. Same as House version. 

2 

CONFERENCE 

Same as House version. 

Same as House version. 

Same as House version. 

Same as House version. 

Same as House version. 

SECTION 12. Same as House version. 

SECTION 13. Same as House version. 

13.144.25 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 83RD LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 25, 2013 

TO: Honorable David Dewhur. t, Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Joe Straus. Speaker of the r louse, I louse of Representatives 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HBI 95 1 by TI10mpson. Senfronia (Relating to the licensing and regu lation of 
telccommunicators; providing a criminal penalty.), Conference Committee Report 

No significa nt fiscal implicatio n to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Occupations Code to include telecommunicators in certain licensing and 
regulatory requirements currentl y admini stered by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 
Standards and Education (TCLEOSE). The bill would require certain public entities who employ 
telecommunicators to provide their tclecommunicators wi th no less than 20 hours ofTCLEOSE 
approved training every two years. The bill would requi re individuals currently employed as 
teleconununicators to obtain a te leconununicator license from TCLEOSE, if they do not al ready 
possess such a license, with in the fi rst anni versary of their employment as a telecommunicator. Tt 
is assumed the costs and potenti al revenue associated wi th implementing the provisions of the bill 
would be insignificant and could be absorbed wi thin current appropriations. The bi ll would take 
effec t September I . 2013 . 

Local Government Impact 

A local government would be required to provide training to a teleconununicator of not Jess than 
20 hours during each 24-month period of employment. Fiscal impact, if any, is not anticipated to 
be significant. 

Source Agencies: 405 Department of Public Safety, 407 Commission on Law Enforcement 
Officer Standards and Education 

LBB Staff: UP, RB, SZ, ESi , AI , JAW, KKR 
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Certification of Compliance with 
Rule 13, Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure 

Rule 13. Section 6(b ), House Rules of Procedure, requires that a copy of a conference committee 
report signed by a majority of each committee of the conference must be furnished to each member 
of the committee in person or 1f unable to deliver in person by placing a copy in the member's 
newspaper mailbox at least one hour before the report is furnished to each member of the house 
under Section I O(a) of this rule. The paper copies of the report submitted to the chief clerk under 
Section I O(b) of this rule must contain a certificate that the requirement of this subsection has been 
satisfied, and that certificate must be attached to the printed copy of the report furnished to each 
member under Section I 0( d) of this rule. Failure to comply with this subsection is not a sustainable 
point of order under this rule. 

t--l ,(,.t) I 
I certify that a copy of the conference committee report on __ B. was furnished 

to each member of the conference committee in compliance with Rule 13, Section 6(b ), House 
Rules of Procedure, before submission of the paper copies of the report to the chief clerk under 
Section IO(b), Rule 13, House Rules of Procedure. 

tname) 1J 
~~'Lilt :1'-f, X t7 

(date) 


