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CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

3rd Printing 

/\ B lLL 'J'O Bl:. EN11'I'l.ED 

H . B. No. 2 3<:.18 

1 AN ACT 

2 relating to court jurisdiction and procedures tt"l~Ling lo Lruancy; 

3 esLabl1sh1ng judicial donation trust funds; pruviding c1 i111ine:d 

4 penal t .Lt:?S i imposing a coux t cost. 

5 BE J'l' ENAC'l'ED BY 'T'HE LEGl SLA'l'URE OF 'T'HE S'I'A'l'E OF 'T'EX/\S: 

6 SEC'l'JON 1. Artjc]e 4 . 1tl(g), Code ot Criruincil Procedure , 1~; 

7 amended to read as folJows: 

8 (g) A mun1cipd]jty may t:nte..r into an d9l'tt=ment.: wiLh i.I 

9 contiguous municipality or a municipaJity with buundciiits LhdL d1e 

10 wilhin one-halE mile of the municipality sl?ekinq to ~nter into the 

11 agreement to ~stablish concurrent jurisdiction uf the municipdl 

12 courts in tile municJpali.t1es dlld provide or1g1nal Jurisdiction to d 

13 municipal courl in which a case is brought as i.t the municipal <.:ou1t 

14 wen~ located in the municipaJity in which the case ciIOse, for: 

15 (1) a)l case::> in which dther mun1cipdlity hc1~, 

16 jurisdiction under Subsection (a); and 

17 (2) cases that arlse under Section 821 . 022, Hedllh anJ 

18 Safety Code [ , or Section 25, 094 , Edu cal Jon Cude I . 

19 SECTION 2. Articles 45 . 0216(£) ana (q) , ("(Jdt: of Cr imina1 

20 Procedure, are amended to read as f o I lows: 

21 (f) The court shall order the conviction, togethtu wiLh aJ L 

22 complaints , verdicts, sentences, and prosecutorial and law 

23 enfo..rcement records , and any other documents relating to the 

24 offense , expunged fr om l he person 1 s r eco t d if the cour L E inds l hat: 
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H . 13. No . 2398 

(1) for a person applying for tht::! exµunction of a 

conviction for an offense described by Sectjon 8.07(aJ (4) or (5), 

Penal Code , the person was not cor1victed of any otlH:'X offense 

described by Sect ion 8. 07 (a) ( 4} 01 ( 5) I Penal coae I WtU 1~ tht' 

person was a child; and 

(2) for a person applying for the expunction of a 

conviction for an offense described by Section 43 . 261, P~nal Code, 

the person was not found to have engag~d in co ndu ct indicating d 

need for supervisjon described by Section 51.03(b) (7) 

[Sl.03(b) (B)] , Family Code, while Lhe person was a crli ld. 

( g) This article does not apply to any offense o t11e rw ise 

covered by : 

( l) Chapter 106, Alcoholic Bev1= rage Code; or 

( 2 ) Ch a p t er 161 , He al ch an <.l Safe t y Code [ ..,.._.e+ 

[ (3) Section 25.094 7 &au€ation Codd. 

SECTION 3. Subchapter 8 , Chapter 45, Code of Criminal 

Procedure , is amended by adding Articles 4 5. 05.3 l a.nd 45 . 054 l to 

read as follows : 

Art. 45 . 0531. DISM[SSAL OE' PAREN'l' CONTRil:3UT1NG 1'0 

NONATTENDANCE CHARGE . Notwithstanding any other law , a cuunty, 

21 justice , or municipal court , at the court's discretion , may dismiss 

22 a charge against a defendant dlleging the defendant cornm1tted an 

23 offense under Section 25 . 093 , Education Code, if the cou1t find~ 

24 that a dismissal wouJd be :in tl1e interest of justice becduse: 

25 (1) there is a low likelihood of r c-cjd iv1 sm by the 

26 defendant; or 

27 (2) sufficjent justific~tjon exists for tbe failure to 
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1 attend school . 

2 Art. 4 5. 0541. EXPUNC'l'lON OF FAILURE TO ATTEND SCHOOL 

3 RECORDS. (a) In this article, "truancy offense " rnE::ans an offen~e 

4 committed under the for mer Section 2 5. 094, Education Code. 

5 Cb) An individual who has been convjcted of a truuncy 

6 offense or has had a complaint for a truancy offense dismissed is 

7 entitled to have the conviction or compJaint and recotd$ ielat 111<.J 

8 to the conv ict1on or compla.J nt expunged. 

9 (c) Regardless of whether the individual he.ts filed a 

10 petition for expunctjon, the court in whi ch Lhe individuaJ Wd!j 

11 convicted or a complaint £or a truancy offense wa s filed sh al 1- u r dt: r 

12 the convicUon, complaints, verdicts, senLenci:s , d!Hl other 

13 documents relating to the offense, 1ncludinq any documents in the 

14 possession of a school distrjct or law en.torcemt'nl agency , to bE: 

15 expunged from Lhe individual's recot<l. Afler enlry of the u1der, 

16 the ind.iv.idual is released from all disabiliti~s resulting from the 

17 conviction or complaint, and the convi_ction or complaint may not bt: 

18 shown or made known for any purpose. 

19 SECTION 4. Article 45 . 056(a), Code of Crlmindl P1ucedur~, 

20 as amended by Chapters 1213 ( S. B . 1419) and 1407 ( S . B. 393) , Acts of 

21 the 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, is reenacted and 

22 amended to read as fo] lows: 

23 (a) On approval of the commissioners court, city council , 

24 school district board of trustees, juvenile board, o t: o the l 

25 appropriate authority, a county court, Justice cou1L , municjpaJ 

26 court, school distr icl, juvenile probation department, or other 

27 appropriate governmenral entily may: 
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(1) employ a case manayE:!r to vrovide services in cases 

2 involving juvenile offende1s who are before a court consistent wlth 

3 the court's statutory powers or relerred to a court by a school 

4 administrator or designee fo1 mlscunduct that would otherwise b~ 

5 within the court ' s statuto1y powers prior to a case bein~ filed , 

6 with the consent of the juvenile and the Juvenile's parents or 

7 gudrdians; 

8 (2) employ one or more juvi::nile cease ma11a<:;t:1 s who: 

9 (A) shall assist the court in admirii~terlng the 

10 court's juvenile docket and in sup~rvising thE: co\1rt's orders jn 

11 juvenile cases ; and 

12 (BJ may provide: 

13 (i) prevention services to a child 

14 considered al r is k of en t er in g the J u v E: n U e j us t 1 c e sys Lt': m; and 

15 (]i) interve11L1on servict:s Lo juven1lt:s 

16 engaged in misconduct before cases ate filed, ~xcluding traffic 

17 offenses; or 

18 ( 3) agree in ace or dance w:u: h Chaf> u:r 7<J l 1 Gover nrnen L 

19 Code, with any appropriate governmenLa1 entity Lo 1oir1Lly employ a 

20 case manager or to j ointly contdbule to the costs of d c.'lse manc.tqer 

21 employed by one governmental entity to provide services describ~d 

22 by Subdivisions ( 1) and (2). 

23 SECTION 5 . Article 102 . 014(d), Code of CrimlnaJ Procedute, 

24 is amended to read as follows : 

25 (d) A person convicted of an offense under Section 25.093 

26 [or 25, 094 J , Educ at ion Code, shall pay as tax ab le court costs $ 20 in 

27 addition to other taxable court cosls . 'l'he addlt1onal <.:ourt <.:osts 
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1 under this subsection shall be collect~d in the same mdnne1 LhaL 

2 other fin es and taxable court costs in the ca5e are collect ecl. 

3 SECTlON 6 . (a) Section 7.Jll(d), Education Code, a:::; 

4 amended by Chapters 339 (H . B. 2058) and 1217 (S.B. 1536 ) , Acts of 

5 the 83rd Legislature, Regular Sessio n, 2013, is reenacted to rt:au 

6 as follows: 

7 (a) The board shall provide for the adm1nisttat1on of high 

8 school equivalency examinations. 

9 (b) Section 7.lll(a- 1), Education Code, is amended to 

10 conform to the amendment of Section 7 . lll(a) , Education Code, by 

11 Chapter 1217 (S . S. 1536) , Acts of the 83rc1 LeyisJature, Regular 

12 Session, 2013, and is further amended Lo t ead as f oJ J ows: 

13 (a-1) A person who does not have a hjyh school diploma may 

14 take the examination in accordance w1th tult:s adopted by the board 

15 if the per son is: 

16 

17 

( 1) over 17 years of dgt:; 

(2) 16 years of age ot olde1 dnd: 

18 (A) is enrolled ln a Job Corps training prugrdm 

19 under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29 U. S.C. Section 2801 

20 et seq. ) , and its subsequent amendments; 

21 (8) a public agency provldiny su~ervision of lhe 

22 person or having custody of the person under a court 01 der 

2 3 recommends that the per son take the ex a mind ti on; or 

24 (C) is enrolled in the 'l'exas Military 

25 Department's [adjutant qeneral'c departfflbAL'c) Seaborne ChalleNGe 

26 Corps; or 

27 (3) required to take the exam ina Lion under a cour l 
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H.B. No . 2398 

1 order issued unde1Section65 . 103(a)(3), E'amjly <'ode . 

2 SECTION 7 . Sect ion 25. 085, Education Code , is amended by 

3 amending Subsections (b) , (e), and (f) and adding Sub~t:clionb lg) 

4 and (h} to read as follows : 

5 (b) Unless specifically exempted by s~ction 25.08b , a child 

6 who is at least six years of age, or who is young1::1 thdn six yectrs of 

7 age and has previously been enroJled in first grade, and who has not 

8 yet reached the child's 19th [~J birthday shdll c.d. lend school. 

9 (e) A person who voluntarily enrolls in school or 

10 voluntarily aLLends school after th~ person's 19tlt 1~1 birthday 

11 shall attend school each school day for the enl 1 re period the 

12 program of instruction is offered. A school distr i.cL may revoke for 

13 the remainder of the school year the enrollmenL ot ~person who has 

14 more than five absences in a sl::m~ster that au: not excu:->td under 

15 Section 25 . 087, except a schooJ d:istrLci- may not tevokE> Lhe 

16 enrollment of a person under th Ls sub.section on a day 011 which the 

17 person is physically present at school. A person whose enrollment 

18 is revoked under this subsect1on mcty be considereo an unautho1jzed 

19 person on school distr ice grounds for purposes of Seel ion 37 . 107 . 

20 (£) The board of trustees of a school disttict may adopt d 

21 policy .requiring a person described by Subs~ction (t>) who is under 

22 21 years of age to attend school until the end of the school year. 

23 Section 65.00J(a) , Family Code, does not apply (25.094 dppll t sJ to 

24 a person subject to a policy adopted unde1 this subsection. 

25 Sections 25 . 093 and 25.095 do not ap~ly to the pdrent of a person 

26 subject to a policy adopted under Lhis subsectjon . 

27 (g) After the thi r d unexcused absence of a person described 
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1 by Subsection (e), a school district shall jssue d warning let 1 er Lo 

2 the person that sta t es tl1e person's enrollment mdy be revoked for 

3 the remainder of the school year if the persun has more than f ivt 

4 unexcused absences in a semester . 

5 (h) As an alternative to revoking a pt-rson's ~nr0llmenl 

6 under Subsection ( e) , a schoo] district may impose a behav j or 

7 improvement plan described by Sect ion 25. 0915 ( a-1) ( l). 

8 SEC'l'ION 8. Sections 25 .09l(a) and (b) , Educa t ion Code , are 

9 amended to read as fol lows : 

10 (a) A peace officer serving as an attelldance off i.ctr has the 

11 following powers and duties concerning enforcement of c.omr>ulsoty 

12 school a~tendance requirements: 

13 (J) to investigate each case of a vjolatjun ot 

l4 compuJsory school attendance requirements 1efer1ed to the ~eace 

15 officer; 

16 (2) to enforce compulsory school attendance 

17 requirements by: 

18 (A) apply iny Lr uancy prevent j on measures adop1 td 

19 under Section 25 . 0915 to the student; and 

20 (B) if the truancy prevention measures fdil lo 

2 J mean i ngfully address the student ' s conduct : 

22 (i) r eferring the student to ci truancy 

2 3 court l juvenile court or f il in9 a comv laint ayctinbt the studen l in a 

24 county , 3ustice , or municipal ceurt J if the student has unexcused 

25 absences for Lhe amount of time spec1f jed under Section 65 . 00J(d) 

26 [25.094 or under Section 51.03(b) (2) J, Family Code; or 

2 7 ( i j ) f i 1 in g a c o mp 1 a in l i n a. count y , 
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1 justice, or municipal court against a parent who violates Section 

2 25.093; 

J (3) to serve court-ordered Jegal proceS::>i 

4 (4) to review school attendance records Lor c:ompliancl::! 

5 by each student investigated by Lhe officer; 

6 (5) to maintain an investigative r~cotd on ed<.:11 

7 compulsory school attendance rtquirement violatjon and relaled 

8 court action and, at the requesl of a c:ourl , the board of Ltusttt~ 

9 of a school district, or the comrn1ssion~1 , to provide d record tu 

10 the individual or entity requesLing th{; record; and 

ll (6) to make a home vLsiL 01 otherwise cuntact tht 

12 parent of a student who is in violation of comvu ls or y scho0J 

13 attendance requirements, except that a pedce office r may not entet 

L4 a residence wit hout the permisslon of the parent of a student 

15 required under this subchapter to attend ~chool 01 of the tenanl or 

16 owner of the residence except Lo lawfully ~erve court-orde1ed legal 

17 process on the parent [ 1 and 

18 [ (7) to take d t>Ltlde;nt jnto cuclody \1iLh Lile 

19 pe£mission of the student'b parent ~t in obud1ence to d 

20 cou1 l orde£ed leqal procecc) . 

21 (b) An attendance offjcer employed by a school district wl10 

22 is not commissioned as a peace officer has the following powers and 

23 duties with respect to enforcement of compulsory school attendance 

24 requirements: 

25 ( 1) to investigate each case of a viola Lion of L he 

26 compulsory school attennance requirements referred to the 

27 attendance officer; 

84R33873 ADM-0 8 
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1 (2) to enforce compulsory school uttendctnce 

2 r equ.ir ements by: 

3 (A) applying truancy prevention m~asures ctdupted 

4 under Sect ion 25. 0915 to the studen l; and 

5 (B) if the truancy prevenLion measures fail to 

6 meaningfully address the student 's conduct : 

7 (i) referring the student to C:t truancy 

8 court (ju1w•enile oou:l'.t or filiny a complaint clyaincl the ctudenl jn a 

9 oounty, justice , or municipal oourt] if the student has unexcused 

10 absences for the amount of time specicjed uncte1 Sectio11 65.00l(a) 

11 [ 25. 094 or unde1 SE:: ct ion 51. 03 ( b) ( 2) J , FamiJ y Code; dlld 

12 (ii} filing a complaint in c1 cou nLy, 

13 justice, or municipal court against a parent who vjolat~s Section 

14 25.093; 

15 ( 3) to monitor school atlendance comp) i.ance by each 

16 student investigated by the off 1cer; 

17 (4) to maintain an investigative record on each 

18 compulsory school attendance requirement viol at 1 on dnd re latE::-d 

19 court action and, at the request of a court , the board ot trustees 

20 of a school district, or the cornrcdssioner, to p1ovide a record to 

21 the i ndi v idudl ur entity requesting the record ; 

22 (5) to make a home visit or othe1wise contact the 

23 parent of a student who is 1n violation of compulsory ::;chool 

24 attendance requirements, except that the atl endctnce off j cer may not 

25 enter a residence without permission of the parent or of the owner 

26 or tenant of the residence; and 

27 (6) at the request of a parent, to escort ct student 
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1 from any location to a school campus to ~nsure Lhe student's 

2 compliance with compulsory school attenddnce requ ir i::mentti h--c:tf+G 

3 [(7) if the attendance ottict:! has GI iG informed oi d 

4 cou1t ordered legal process directing that a bLUJ8nt be laken into 

5 custody and the school district employing Lht: offJuer does not 

6 employ its u\m police deJ?art1RLnl 1 tc1 cuntctct the shtr±tt, 

7 oonstable, or any peace officer to r e4uect thcil Lite ctuden t ue taken 

8 into custody and proceGsed accord111g Lu thE; lu~ctl ~1r00el.;sJ. 

9 SEC'l'ION 9 . Section 25. 0915, Educat 1on Code , is amt::nd~d L0 

10 read as follows: 

11 Sec. 25. 0915 . 'I'RUANCY PREVENTION MEASURES [ 1 Rbl: bHHAL l\NLJ 

12 FlbU~G REQU1WH4EW1' J • (a) A school district shd 11 ddopt t 1 uanc y 

J 3 prevention medsures designed to: 

14 (1) address student c;onducl relaled LO Lruancy in the 

15 school setting before the student engag~s in conduct describ~d by 

16 Section 65.003(a) , Family Code; and 

17 (2) minimize the need for refendlS to tr11ancy 

18 [juvenile] court for conduct described by Section 65.003(d) 

19 [51.0J(b) (2)], f'amily Code[ , and 

20 f (3) minimi:oe the filiH":J o:t complain Lu :in c;ounLy, 

21 juctioe, and munlcipal courts alloying a 't'1olation 01 Suutiun 

22 25.094). 

2 3 ( a-1) As a truancy pr event ion measure under Subsection ( i:1) , 

24 a school district shall take one or more of the following act ions: 

25 (J) impose: 

26 (A) a behavior i-mpt overnent plan on the st uden l 

27 that must be signed by an employee of the scliool, that the school 
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1 d .istri.<.:t has made a good fajth effort to have signed by the st11dent 

2 and the student's par ent or guardian, and that i r1cludcs: 

3 (i) a specific descriµdon of the bt::hdviot 

4 that is re q uired or p rohibited for the studenr; 

5 {ii) the period for wh1ch t:he plan wil I ht:: 

6 effective, not to exceed 45 school days after the date the cont tact 

7 becomes effective; or 

8 ~(_i~i~i~),__......;;;..t~h~e~~~P~e~n~a~l~t.:....;....i~e~s~~~f~o-r~~~d~d~d~i -t_i_o_n_a~l 

9 absences, including additional disciplinary action or th~ ref erral 

10 of the student to a truancy court; or 

11 (B) school-bast!d communi1 y sE:rvice.-; or 

12 (2) refer the student to counseling , mt-dial ion, 

13 mentor i.ng, a teen court program, community-based St::' r vi CE:S, or other 

l4 in-school or out-of-school ~ervices aimed at dddressing the 

LS s tudenL's truancy . 

16 (a-2) A referral made under Su~sect1on (a-1 ) (2) m~y includ~ 

17 participation by the chiJd ' s parent or guatdian if necessary. 

LB (a-3) A school district shall offe1 c1dditi.onal counseling 

J9 to a student and may not refer the student to lruanc.y court lf the 

20 schoo 1 determines that the student's truancy is the r esu l L of: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

( 1) pregnancy; 

(2) being in the state foster program; 

(3) homelessness; or 

{4) be1ng the princi pal income eGirner for the 

student's family . 

( a-4) If a student fails to a L tend scltoo 1 without excuse on 

three or more days or parts of days within a four-week 1>eriod but 
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1 does not fail to att~nd school for the tim~ describ~d by Sect1on 

2 25.095l(a) , the school district shall init1ate truancy prevention 

3 measures under this sect ion on tht> student. 

4 (b) Each referral to truancy lj uv enll~J court for conduct 

5 desc r i b ed by Section 65 . 003(a) 151.0J( b ) (2) J , l:'dm i 1y Code , [~ 

6 GOHlplaint filed i n c oun t y, j u sUce , 0 1 fflunlciJ:>ci l vouIL c::1: llt:giHg c::1: 

7 v iolat i on by a st udent of Section 25.091] must: 

8 (1) be accompanied by a ::>tdtement t1om the student's 

9 school certifying that: 

10 (A) the schuvl applied the truc.1ncy preventio 11 

J 1 measures adopted under Subsection (a) <>r (a-4) to Lhe student; dnd 

12 (B) the truancy prevention measurl!S fa.iled tu 

13 meaningfully address the student's school at t endancc; and 

14 ( 2) specify whethe1 the student is e11gible tor or 

15 receives special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29 . 

16 (c) A Lruancy court shall dismiss a petHion flled by a 

17 truant conducl µrosecutor under Section 65 . 054, family Code, if l he 

18 court determines that the school district's refer r,d: 

19 (1} does [ coH1p l a i n t or .retecral ma dl b y a school 

20 dist rict und e1 t his sect ion Lhct t is) not compJy [made in 

2 J compl ianc e] with Subsec t ion (b)j_ 

22 (2) does not satisfy the elements regu1r~d for truant 

23 conduct; 

24 (3} is not timely filed, unle5s th<:! school district 

25 delayed the refertal under Section 25 . 0951 Id); 01 

26 

27 

( 4 ) is otherwjse substantively defc-ct ive . 

(d) Excep t as p r ovided by Subsection (e) , a school district 

84R33873 ADM-D 12 
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1 shaJl employ a truancy pr evention facililator or juvenile case 

2 manager to implement the truancy prevention measures required by 

3 this section dnd any other effective truancy vrevention measures as 

4 determined by the school district or campus . Al least- annua1ly , I he 

5 truancy pr evt:nrion facilitator shall meet lo discuss effecL1ve 

6 truancy prevention measures with a case manager or other 1nd1v1dual 

7 designated by a truancy court to provide services to students or lhe 

8 school district in truancy cases . 

9 (e) Instead of employing a truancy µreventi(Jfl faciJitalor , 

10 a school district may designate an existing district empJoyee or 

11 juvenile case manager to implem~nr the t1uancy prev~ntion rntasur~~ 

12 required by this section and any otheI effective:! truancy prevention 

13 measures as a~term)ned by the school district or campus . 

14 ( f) The agency shall adopt i ules : 

15 (J) creating minimum standards for lructncy prtvention 

16 measures adopted by a school distdct und~r Lh1s sec;t ion; and 

17 (2) establishing a sel of besL practi c es for rrudncy 

18 prevention measures. 

19 (g) The agency shall adopt rules to providt for saner ions 

20 for a school district found to be not in compl i an< t' with Lh is 

21 section. 

22 SECTION 10. Section 25.0916, Education Code , is dmend~d by 

23 amending Subsections (a) , (c), (f) , (hl, and ( i) and adding 

24 Subsectjon (c-1) to read as follows: 

25 (a) This section applies only to a county with Lwo or more 

26 courts hearing truancy cases and two or rnor e school districts [ + 

27 [ ( 1) \Jith a population 9reater thdn 1. 5 ffiillion 1 and 
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[ (2) thaL incluaes at l..:c1sl: ] 

2 ((A) 15 school distriblb •.,•itl1 the llldjorily of 

3 district territory in the county , ana 

4 [(:8) one uchool disl:1:ict \t it It ct ut.udunt 

5 'mrollfflent of 50 1 000 or ff\ore and dfl annual d£upoul £dle of>dJHIJ:A<;l 

6 EJ1 a dee 9 12 of at least fi•w'e percent , coFR:flUted in acco1dc:tn0u \1ith 

7 standards and definitions adopLui by lhc ~l at 1 onal Center f u .r 

8 Edu ca Lion Statistics of tl1e United SlaLes IJepar t=rnent 01 bducat lonJ. 

9 (c) Unless the county has dlreaciy ado pt ed a unifotm tru~ncy 

10 poJicy under th]s section, no t f~J laler Lhan January l8epte1Ri>l:r) 

11 1, 2016 [ ~ l , the county judge or the cr.un t y j udqe ' s de~ ignee and 

12 the mayor of the municipality in the county with tile greatest 

13 population or the mayor ' s designee shall E:.-Jt..:tl appoint one membt:r t o 

14 serve on the committee as a represe:ntdtive of each of the tollow1n•j: 

15 ( 1) a juvenile [dlct1 icl J cout l; 

16 ( 2) a municipal cour l; 

17 (3) the office of a justjce of Lhe p~dce; 

18 (4) the superintend~nt or dE::signee of an 1naependent 

19 school district; 

20 (5) an open-enrollmenl charler school, if on~ t:x1sts 

21 in the county; 

22 (6) the office of the prosecutor wil h ori.pna l truancy 

23 jurisdiction in the county [district attorney]; and 

24 ( 7) the general public. 

25 (c-1) In addition to the members Ji~ ted in Sub~eclion (c), 

26 the chief juvenile probat1on officer or the officer ' s nesiqnee 

27 serves on the committee . 'l'he county j udqe or the county Judye's 

84R33873 ADM-D 14 



H. H. No. 2 Jt.:18 

1 desiqnee dnd the mayor of the municipality in the county w1lh Lhe 

2 greatest population or the mayor's desiqnee may ffidkt ddd1liondl 

3 appointments as needed. 

4 (f) Unless a county has already adopted d unifo1m truancy 

5 policy under this section, not lH&t-] later than Moy [SeplemberJ 1, 

6 2016 [~), the committee shall recommend: 

7 (1) a uniform process for f1Llllg lluancy cas~s w1th 

8 truancy courts L Lhe judicial cyst c:m) ; 

9 (2) uniform administrative ptocedun:s; 

10 ( 3) uniform dead 1 in es for pr oc e~s ing truancy ccJses; 

11 (4) a local plan with st1ate91es tn dddress tiuancy, 

12 including effective prevention, intervention, and uiversion 

13 methods to reduce truancy and ref<::rraJs to a tnwncy [uounly, 

14 

15 

16 

justice, or ffiunioipal] court; 

(5) a system for 

sharing truancy information 

track i.ng truancy inf 01mdt Lon and 

among school district~..!. lttH4] 

17 open-enrollment charter schools, truancy courts, juvenile courts, 

18 and 1uven i le probation departments in the county; and 

19 (6) any changes to statut~s or slate ag~ncy iules tht 

20 commit tee determines are nE::!cessary to dddress Lruancy. 

21 (h) The commiltee's presiding officet shall issue a report 

22 not later than December 1, 2017 [~J, to the count-y Judge and 

23 mayor of the municipality with the gr~atest population in the 

24 county on the implementation of the r ecomrnenda t ions and compliance 

25 with state truancy laws by a schoo 1 a is tr i ct located j n the county. 

26 ( i) 'rhis section expires January 1, 2018 [~I. 

27 SECTJON 11. Section 25.093, Education Code, is amended by 
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1 amending Subsections (d) and (c) and adding Subsection (c-1) to 

2 read as follows : 

3 (a) lf a warning is issued as requll(:d by Section 25 . 095(a), 

4 the parent with criminal negligence fails to require the chi Id to 

5 attend school as r equ ired by law, and the child has absen<..ts for t ht' 

6 amount of time specified under Sectjon 65 . 003(a) , Family CudC' 

7 (25 .09 4], the parent commits an offt:n::.e . 

8 (c) An offense under Subsection (o.) is a [ClC.bb Cl 

9 misdemeanor, punishable by fine only, in an amount not lo exceed : 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

( l ) $100 for a f]rst offense; 

( 2) $200 for a second off ens~; 

( 3) $300 for a t hlrd off ensE=; 

( 4) $400 for a fourth offense; or 

( 5) $500 for a fifth or subsegu(Jn t: off.:•ns~ . 

(c-1) Each day the child remain~ out of sch0ol mdy 

16 constitute a separate offense. Two or more of t~nses undt"t 

1 7 Subs e c t ion ( a ) may be cons o 1 id a L e d and pt o sec u L e d i n a s i n 9 J "'" 

18 action. If the court ordtrs deferred d1spos1t1on under Article 

19 45 . 051, Code of Criminal Procedure , the court may require lht: 

20 defendant to provide personal services to a ch<lrltablE:! or 

21 educational institution as a condiuon of the deferral. 

22 SECTION 12 . Sections 25.095(a), (b) , dnd (c) , Educdtion 

23 Code, are amended to read as follows: 

24 (a) A school distr icL or open-enrollment chart~ r school 

25 shall notify a student's parent in writing at the beginning of the 

26 school year that if the student is absent f1orn school on 10 or more 

27 days or parts of days with in a six-month period in the sdmc school 
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1 year (0 1 on three or more days or part s of ddys ~,i itnin ct four week 

2 period): 

3 ( 1) the student 1
8 par<:!nt LS subjl:'CL to J,Jrosecul ion 

4 under Section 25 . 093; a nd 

5 (2) the studenL is subject t o [proseoul1un undl:1 

6 Section 25.09 ·1 or to] referral to a truancy l3 u•.renile ] cuurt l±H-c:t 

7 county with a population of lecc than 100,000J ior truant conduct 

8 under Section 65 .003 (a) , Family Code [that violates that Geution]. 

9 (b) A school district shall notify a student ' s parent i.f the 

10 stude n t has been absen t fr om school , without excuse ur1dtr Section 

11 25 . 087 , on three days or parts of days within d four-week period. 

12 Tht: notice must: 

13 ( 1) inform the parent that: 

14 (A) it is t he patent's duly to monitor the 

15 student ' s school attendance and require tht- stude.nt to utlend 

1 6 schoo 1; and 

17 (B) the student (pcHenL J is subjecl Lo truancy 

18 pr evention measures [prosecution] under Section 25 . 0915 [ L5.09JJ; 

19 and 

20 ( 2) request a conferenc.e between school of r ic ials dllO 

21 the parent to discuss the absences. 

22 (c) The fact that a parent did not receive a notice unde1 

23 Subsection (a) or (b) does not create a defense [ to viocecuLionJ 

24 under Sect ion 25. 093 or under Section 65 . 003 (a) , Family Codi.:: 

25 (;;!5.094]. 

26 SECTION 13 . Section 25.0951, Education Code , is am~nded to 

27 read as follows: 
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1 Sec. 25. 0951. SCHOOL DlSTRlC'l' COMPLAINT OH REFERRAL FOR 

2 FAlLURE 'I'O ATTEND SCHOOL. (a) lf a student fails to attend school 

3 without excuse on 10 or more days or par ts of days within a 

4 six-month period in the same school year, d school <lislricr shaJl 

5 within 10 school days of the student's 10th alJsenc~ [+ 

6 ((1) tile a complaint aydJAGt t:he &Luuent oi: Lhe 

7 stuU.enL'c parent ot: both in a e;ount'J' i justice, or munlc.ipal 0ou1l 

8 for an offence undet Section 25.093 or 25.094 1 cts d~ptupriatu, ut: 

9 refet the student LO a juvenilt: courl ind county 'n'±th o puj:JUlc:tLiu11 

10 of lees lhan 100 1 000 for eonducl that 'l>'iOlciles heel iun z!9 . u94, uI 

11 l+rl+J refer the student to a trudncy [juv011il...:J cou1L 

12 for truant conduct [indicalin9 a need for supuvibio11) under 

13 Section 65 . 00J(a) [51.0J(b) (2)], Family Code. 

14 (b) Jf a student fails to attend school w1Ll1oul excuse ...1s 

15 specified by Subsection (a), a school oist rict may file a complaint· 

16 agajnsl the student's pCirent in a county, justjce, or municLµal 

17 court for an offense under Section 25.093 if th~ school district 

18 provides evidence of the parent's er imi naJ negl ige:nce [ 1 t a ctudellt 

19 fails to attend school ·.:ithout eucuce on thrul' or morL dayL or (:Ml lb 

20 of days ~1ilhin a four week period but dOl'b nut fail Lu ctllend cchuol 

21 for the time described by Subseclion (a) 1 tht: school d:iut.1lcl FActJ'• 

22 [{ l) file a compJaint again&t Lhe btuoe11l 01 Lilt: 

23 student's parent or both in a county, justice , 01 municL~ctl cuu£t 

24 for an offense under Section 25.093 or 2s.09q , as approp£iate , or 

2 5 refer the student to a j u•.·en ile court in a county with d pupula l iu11 

26 of less than 100 1 000 for conduct that violdtes Eiecl:i.on 25. 0~4' 0£ 

27 [ (2) refer Lhe student to a 3uvenile court fol: conaucl 
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1 indicating a need for supervision under Sect±on 5l.03(b) (2), fctmil1• 

2 ~] . 

3 [-\--€+] In this subsection [sE:ct±on), "par ent '1 includ<:s a 

4 person standing in parental relation. 

5 .i.£l [.{-4-}] A court shall d1sm1ss a complaint [or ltfctral] 

6 made by a school district under SubsecLion (b) [undet Lhlb sEcliunJ 

7 that: 

8 (1) does [±&] not comply fR1ctde in complidnct:J with 

9 this sectionL 

JO (2) does nol allege the elements reguir~<l for the-

11 offense ; 

12 (3) is not timely filed, unJE:ss the st..hool d1st.ricr 

13 dt:!layed the referral under Subsection (d); or 

14 (4) is o therwise substant ive1y deft'Clive. 

15 (d) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a school district: mdy 

16 delay a referral of a student for t1uant conduct , or may choost to 

17 not refer a student for truant conduct , if the school <l1srr]ct: 

18 ( 1) is applying truancy p1event ion rneasur~s to the 

19 student under Section 25 .0915; and 

20 (2) determines that the truancy prevention measure~ 

21 are succeeding and it 1s in the best interest of the student that a 

22 referral be delayed or not be made . 

23 SECTION 14 . Section 25.0952, Education Cod~, 1s amended to 

24 read as follows: 

2 5 Sec. 25. 0952. PROCEDURES APPL l CABLE ']'0 PARENT CON'T'RI BUTT NG 

26 TO NONATTENDANCE OFFENSE [&CHOOb ATTbNDAN(i HELATbD OfFbN~ES]. ln 

27 a proceeding based on a complaint under Sect ion 25 . 093 [ o t 25. 094 I, 
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1 the court shall, except as otherwise prov j ded by t It is cheaµt tr, u!:>e 

2 the procedures and exercise the powers authorized by Chaµt~t 45, 

3 Code of Criminal Procedure . 

4 SEC'I'ION 15 . Section 29.087(dl, Education Code, j!:> amended 

5 to read as follows: 

6 (d} A student is eligible to participale in a progrum 

7 authorized by thj s section if: 

8 (1) the student has been order~d by a coutt untler 

9 Section 65.103, Family Code [Article 45 . 054 , Cede of C:rirainal 

10 Procedure / as addea by Chaptet 151'1 1 /'.els oL the 7 ltl1 Legislattu t: 1 

11 Hegular Session , 20011 , or by the Tf:xas JuvE:-rd le Just. ice lJP.µart ment 

12 ( ¥eut h Commission] to: 

13 (A) participate in a preparatory Llass for the 

14 high school equivalency examinalion; or 

15 (B) take the high school equivalcncy examination 

16 administered under Section 7. 111; or 

17 (2) the following conditions are satjsfied: 

18 ( A) the student is at 1 i= as t 16 ye cH s of age d t l h E:: 

19 beginning of the school year or sernestet; 

20 (B} lhe student is a student at risk ol d1oppin9 

21 out of school , as defined by Section 29.081; 

22 (C) the student and the student's parent or 

23 gua.rdian agree in writing to the student ' s participation; 

24 (D) at least two school years have elapsed since 

25 the student first e n rolled in n1nlh grade and tht- sludi!:nt has 

26 accumulated less than one third of the credits requir~d to graduate 

27 under the minimum graduation requirements of the district or 
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1 school; and 

2 (E) any other conditions spec1f ied by rht 

3 conuniss io ner. 

4 SECTION 16. Section 33.051(2), Education Code, is amended 

5 to read as follows: 

6 ( 2) "Missing child" means a child whose wlier tabou ts 

7 are unknown to the legal custodian of the crdJd and: 

8 (A) the circumstances of whose absence indicdle 

9 that the child did not voluntarily leave the care and cont roJ of the 

10 custodian and Lhat the taking of the chlld Wds nul auLhoriz~d by 

11 law; or 

12 (B) the ch.ild has engelged in conduct ind1cat1ng a 

13 need for supervision under Section 51.0J(b) (2J [51.UJ(b) (3)), 

14 !:'am Uy Code . 

15 SECTION 17. Section 51.02(15), Family Code, is amended to 

16 read as follows : 

17 (15) "Status offender" means a cl1i1d wno is accused, 

18 adjudicated, or convicted for conduct Lhat would not, under slate 

19 law, be a crime if committed by an adult, including: 

20 (A) [truancy under Seolion 5LOJ(b) (211 

21 [ +B+) running away f rorn home under Sec Li on 

22 51.0J(b) (2) [5l.03(h) (3)]; 

23 ill l+.G+J a £ ineable only offensE:' under SecU on 

24 51 . 0J(b) (1) transferred to the juvenile couLt under Section 

25 51 . 08(b), but only if the conduct constituting the offense would 

26 not have been er imina 1 if engaged in by an adul r; 

27 [ (D) failure to attend school undet eettioH 
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1 25 . 094, Educdtion Code,) 

2 ill l+E+J a viOlcil ion of slundctrt.ls uf slude11t 

3 conduct as described by Section 51.03(b) (4) [5L03(b) ([>1 l; 

4 ill [~] a violation of a juven:i le curfew 

5 ordinanceororder; 

6 ill [+G+J a violation of a provision of the 

7 Alcoholic Beverage Code applicable to minors on] y; or 

8 ill (+.H+] a v Lolat ion of any other fl neable only 

9 offense under Section 8.07(a) (4) or (5), Penal Code , but only if the 

10 conduct constituting the offense wouJJ not have been crlmlndl if 

11 engaged in by an adul l . 

12 SECTION 18. Sections 51.03(a) , (b), (e), and (fl , l:'dmi Jy 

13 Code, are amended to read as follows: 

14 

15 

(a) IJelinqueut conduct ts : 

(1) conduct, other than a t1ctiL1c ottens12, Lhat 

16 violates a penal law of Lhis stat.:e or of Lhe United Stale::; 

17 punishable by imprisonment or by con f j nt!men L in Jail; 

18 (2) conduct that violales a lawful order ot a court 

19 under circumstances that would constiLute contempt of Lhat court 

20 in: 

21 

22 

23 a fine; or 

(A) a justice or municipal cou1t; [-a-rl 

(B) a county court for conduc.t punishabJe only by 

24 ( C) a truancy court; 

25 (3) conduct that violates St-<:tjon 49 . 04, 49.05, 49.06, 

26 49.07, or 49.08, PenaJ Code; or 

27 (4) conduct thal vlolaLes Section 106.041, Alcoholic 
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1 Beverage Code, relating to driving under the influenct of alcohol 

2 by a minor (third or subsequent offense). 

3 ( b) Conduct indicating a need for supervision is: 

4 (1) subject to Subsection (f), conduct, olher tli.:;1n ct 

5 traffic offense, that violates: 

6 (A) the penal laws of this stat~ of th~ grade ot 

7 misdemeanor that are punishable by fine only; or 

8 (B) the penal ordinances of ctny politice1I 

9 subdivision of this state; 

10 (2) [the absence of a child on 10 or mart: days or f:>d±lo 

11 of dai'G '•J ithin a ciK- month period in the same school yedr or on 

12 three or more days or p a rts of aays ~.·ith1n a four ~H::d< tJer1ud !:ro1R 

13 schoul 1 

14 (-8+) the volunLary absence of a child from the ch iJd's 

15 home without the consent of the child's parent or <.:JUdraian for: a 

16 substantial length of time or without inttnt to return; 

17 ill 1+4+1 conduct p1ohibited by city ordinance or by 

18 state law involving the inhalation of the fumes or Vdpors of paint 

19 and other protective coa~ings or glue and other adhesives and the 

20 volatile chemicals itemized in Section 485.001, Health and Sat~ty 

21 Code; 

22 ill [+.§..+.I an act that violates a school dist1 lCI · ~ 

23 previously communicated written standards of student conduct for 

24 which the child has been expelled und8r Sectjon 37.007(c), 

25 Education Code; 

26 (5) (~] conduct that violdtes a reasonable dnd 

27 lawful order of a court entered under Sect ion 264. 305; 
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1 ill (+:f+J notwithstanding Sub~ection (a) (1), conduct 

2 described by Section 4J.02(a)(l) or (2), Penal Code; or 

J ill [+8+] notwithstanding $ubsection (a) ( l), conduct 

4 that violates Section 43.261, Penal Code. 

5 (e) For the purposes of Subsection (b) (2) ( (6) ( 3)], "child" 

6 does not include a person who is marded, dlvorct::d, or widuwi:=<l. 

7 ( f) Conduct { 6l1Cept as p1 ovidud by Sub&ecl±Jn ( 9) , condu c L J 

8 desc1i.b~d under Subsection (b)(J) dot:~ not const.ilute conduct· 

9 .indicating a need for supervi~ion u11less lne ch1ld has ueen 

10 referred to the juvenjle court und~r St::'Cl1on 51.(J8(b) . 

11 SECTION 19 . Section 51.lJ(e) , Fctmily Code, is amended to 

12 read as follows : 

13 (e) A finding that a child engaged iri conduct ind1caung a 

14 need for supervision as described by Section 51.03(b)(7l 

15 [51.03 (la) (B)] is a convicLion only for th~ purposes of Sections 

16 43.26l(c) and (d) , Penal Code . 

17 SECTION 20 . Section 54. 0404 (a), l:'amily Code, i!:> amended Lo 

18 read as folJows: 

19 (a) If a child is found to have engaged in cu11duct 

20 indicating a need for supervision described by Section 51.0J(b) (7) 

21 [51.0J(b) (Q)] / the juvenile court may enLer an order requLring the 

22 child to attend and successfully complete an educational program 

2 3 described by Sec ti on 37 . 218 , Education Code , or another equivalent 

24 educdtional program. 

25 SECTION 21. Section 54.0S(b), Family Code, is am~nded to 

26 read as fallows: 

27 (b) Except for a commitment to the Texas Juveni.le Ju::;t ice 
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Department or to a post-adjudication secur~ correct1ondl facility 

under Section 54.04011[ , a dispociLion under Section 54.0402 1 I or a 

placement on determinate sentence probation under Section 

54 . 04(q), all dispositions automatically terminat~ when tht chjld 

reaches the child 1s 18th birthday. 

SECTION 22. Section 58. 0022, Family Code, j s dmE:nded to 

recl.d as follows: 

Sec . 58.0022. FINGERPRINTS OR PHOTOGRAPHS TO IDENTIFY 

RUNAWAYS. A law enforcement officer who takes a ch1ld into custody 

with probable cause to believe tha.t the child has engaged in conduct 

i ndicating a need for supervision as described by Section 

Sl .03(b) (2) [51.0J(e) (3)1 and wh o after reasonable efforl is undbJe 

to determine 

photograph the 

the identity of the 

child to establ l sh 

child, may 

the chi.Jd's 

fingerprint 

id~nt:1ty. 

or 

On 

determination of the child's idenLity or that ll11: t..hild cannot bt7 

idenlif ied by the fingerprints or photogra~hs, Lhe law ~nforcement 

officer shall immediately destroy a 11 copies ot the £ inger pr in l 

records or photographs of the child . 

SECTION 23. Section 58 . 003(c-3) , Family Coae , is amended tu 

read as follows : 

(c-3) Notwithstanding Subsections (a) and (c) and subject 

to Subsection (b), a juvenile court, on the court's own motion and 

without a hearing, shall order the sealing of record~ co ncern ing a 

child found to have engaged j n conduct ind1cat tng a need fot 

supervision described by Section 51.0J(b) C6) [51.0J(o) (7) J o t 

taken into custody to determine whether the chi Id ~ngaged in 

conduct indicating a need for supe rv is ion described by Sect ton 
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'1'h1 s subsE:-ct Lon applies onJ y t() 

2 records related to conduct i.nd icat ing a need f o t Su1Jerv is ion 

3 described by Section 51.03(b) (6) [51.03(b) (7) J. 

4 SEC'l'ION 24. Sect.ion 58 . 106 (al, l'am1 ly Code, is amended lo 

5 read as follows : 

6 (a) Except. as otherwise prov.idt:d by this ~ect1on, 

7 information contained in the juvenile Justice ini.ormalion sy~tem js 

8 confidential information for the use of th~ d~part1nent and mdy not 

9 be disseminated by the department except: 

10 (1) with the permission of Lhe juvenile oJ"fender, to 

11 miJiLary personnel of this state or the United Stdtes; 

12 (2) to a person or entity to which the de~artment may 

13 grant access to adult criminal history rec.;ords a~ provided by 

14 Section 411.083, Government Code; 

JS (3) to a juvenile justice agency; 

16 (4) to the Texas Juvenile Just.ice Department [Youth 

17 Commission and the 1'exas Juv enile Proudt.eon C0Hufiicc1011 I fot 

18 analytical purposes ; 

19 ( 5) to the off ice o E ir1dependen t ombudsmdn of the 

20 Texas Juvenile Just ice Department [Youth CofflfA±ssion I; and 

21 (6) to a county, justice, or municipal court 

22 e xercising jurisdiction over a Juvenile[ , including ct coutt 

23 e i<e r G icin9 j ur isdicl ion 0•1e1 a j U'•'E:n ih: und<; r bCOt ion 54,O:&1 J • 

24 SECTION 25 . Section 59 . 003(a), ~amlly Code, is ctmended to 

25 read as follows; 

26 (a) Subject to Subsection (Ed, aftt:r a chjld's fjrst 

27 commission of delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a ne~a for 

84R33873 ADM-D 26 



H.B. No. 2398 

1 supervision, the probation department or prosecuting attorn8y mdy , 

2 or the juvenile court may, in a disposition hearing under Section 

3 54 . 04 or a modification hearing under Section 54.05, assign a ~hild 

4 one of the following sanction leveJs according to Lh<:: chiJd's 

5 conduct : 

6 (1) for conduct indJcating a need Jor SUl:Jervision, 

7 other than conduct described ln Section 51 .OJ(b) {3) or {4) 

8 [SL 03 ( b ) (4 ) or ( 5) I or a Class A or B misdemeanor, the sanction 

9 level is one ; 

10 (2) for conduct indicatiny a need for supervision 

11 under Section 51.03(b){3) or (4) [51.0:3(b)(4) v.r (5)) or a Class A 

12 or B misdemeanor, other than a misaemeanor involvlny the U8e or 

13 possession of a firearm, or for delinquent conduct under Section 

14 51.03(a} (2) , the sanction level is two; 

15 (3) for a misdemeanor involving the use or poss~ssion 

16 of a firearm or for a state jail felony or a felony of th~ lhird 

1 7 degree , the sanction 1eve1 is three; 

18 ( 4) for a felony of L he second de gr 1::e , th~ sdnct Jon 

19 level is four; 

20 (5) for a felony of the firsl degree , other than a 

21 felony invo 1 v ing the use of a deadly weapon or causing ser j ous 

22 bodj ly injury , the sanction level is five; 

23 (6) for a felony of Lhe first degree involving tlie usf: 

24 of a deadly weapon o.r causing serious bodily injury, for an 

25 aggrav ated controlled substance felony , 01 for a capital telony , 

26 the sanction level is six; or 

27 (7) for a felony of the first degree invoJving the use 
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1 of a deadly weapon or causing serious bodily j nj ur y , for an 

2 aggravated controlled substance felony, or for a capital felony 1 if 

3 the petition has been approved by a grand jury under Section 53.045, 

4 or if a petition to transfer the child to criminal court has been 

5 filed under Section 54. 02, the sanction J evel is seven . 

6 SECTION 26. Section 61.002(a) 1 Family Code , is amended to 

7 read as follows: 

8 (a) Except as provided by Subsection ( b) , t b is chdJ:>te r 

9 applies to a proceeding to enter a juvenile court order: 

10 (1) for payment of probation fees under SectJon 

11 54.061; 

12 (2) for restitution under Sections 54 .04J (b) dnd 

13 54 . 048; 

14 ( 3) for payment of graf£ iti eradication fees under 

15 Section 54.0461; 

16 

17 

l8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

(4) for community service under Section 54.044(b); 

(5) for payment of costs of court under Section 

54 . 0411 or other provisions of law; 

(6) requiring the person to .refrain from doing any act 

injurious to the welfare of the child Linder Sectlon 54.041(a) (1) i 

(7) enjoining contact between the person and the child 

who is the subject of a proceeding unde:r Section 54.041(a) (2); 

( 8) ordering a per son ) iv ing in the same household 

with the child to participate in counseling under Section 

54.04l(a) (3); 

( 9) [requiring a parent or gua1dian of a child found to 

be truant to participate in an ai;ailable program addl'.essing truancy 
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J unde1 Section 54.04l(f) 1 

2 l~l requiring a parent or other el19.i.1Jle 1-Jt:rson to 

3 pay reasonable attorney's fees for repres~nting the chiJd und~t 

4 Sec Lion 51 . 10 ( e) ; 

5 J..1Ql (+±-!+] requiring the pa.rent or u l he1 el igibl~ 

6 per son to reimburse the county f o.r paym~n ts Lhe coun Ly hds mctdE:.- lo 

7 an aLtorney appointed to represent the child unde1 s~ction 

8 51.lO(j); 

9 ..L!..!l. [ ~ J re qui r in g payment of de i erred p r o 5 e cut ion 

10 supervision fees under Section 53 . 03(d); 

11 J.....!1.l. l~J requiring a parent or othe1 eJigible 

12 per son lo attend a court hearing under Section 51.115; 

13 J....!1l (+.±4+] requidng a l?arent or oLher el.i.9H;Je 

14 person to act or refrajn from actLng to aid Lhe child in complying 

15 with conditions of release from detention under Section 54 .01( r); 

16 ~ [~J requiring a parent or 01.:her eli.y1bJe 

17 person to act or refrain from actjng under any Jaw imposing an 

18 obligation ol action or omission on a parent or other el1yi.ble 

19 person because of the parent 's or person's relation to the child who 

20 is the subject of a proceeding under this tlt le; 

21 1.!:2l [+±-&-}.] for payment of fees under Sec t ion 54 .0462; 

22 or 

23 l.l§l [+.±-++] for payment of the cost of attending an 

24 educational program under Sect ion 54. 0404 . 

25 SECTION 27. The Family Code is amended by adding '.J'j l le JA to 

26 read as follows : 
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1 'I'I'J'LE 3A . THOANCY COUR'l' PROCEEDINGS 

2 CHAPTER 65. 'l'RlJANCY COUH'J' PROCJ::CDTNGS 

3 SUBCHAPTER A . GENERAL PROV 1 S TONS 

4 Sec . 65.001. SCOPE AND PURPOSE . (a) 'J'hjs chapler detciil s 

5 the procedures und proceedings in cas es involving alleqt:ttjons of 

6 truant conduct . 

7 (b) The purpose of th]s chapter i.s to encourdtJt school 

8 attendance by creating simple civil judicial procedut~s through 

9 which chj ldr en are held accountable for excessive school <:.Jb.~H:~11ce s . 

10 (c) 'l'he best interest of the child i s th~ primary 

11 consideration in adj ud icat ing truant conduct of the cln 1 d. 

12 Sec . 65.002. DEFINI'l'IONS. Tn this chapter: 

13 ( 1) "Child" means a p~1 son who is 1~ yecil s o f agt: 01 

14 older and younger than 19 years of age . 

15 (2) "Juvenile court" means a court desLgnared unde1 

16 Section Sl.04 to exercise jur1sd1cnon over proc<-'edinqs und~r 'l'itlt-

17 3 . 

18 (3) ''Qualified telephone interpreter" rnE:cins a 

19 teJephone servi.ct- that employs J icens-=d court interprett-rs, dS 

20 defined by Sectjon J57.001 , Government Code. 

21 (4) " Truancy court" means a court designated under 

22 Section 65 . 004 to exercise jurisdi.ction over cases tnvolving 

23 allegalions of truant conduct . 

24 Sec . 65 . 003. TRUANT CONDUCT. ( d) A chj ld engage s in 

25 truant conduct if the child is required to ai-tend school under 

26 Section 25.085, Education Code, and tails lo attend sc..ltool on 10 or 

27 more days or parts of days withJn a six-month ~eriod in the sam~ 
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1 school year . 

2 (b) Truant conduct may be prosecuLed only as a civil cas~ in 

3 a truanc y court . 

4 (c) It is an affirmative defense to an allegation of truant 

5 conduct that one or more of the absences 1eyuired to be proven have 

6 been excused by a school offic1aJ or by the court or thdt one or morf' 

7 of the absences were invoJuntary, but only jf rhtre i!:> c::.in 

8 insuffident number of unexcused or volunta1y absences u~mdin.Jng to 

9 constitute truant conduct. The burden is on the child to show by d 

10 p reponderance of the evidence that the absence has beeri or should bi: 

11 excused or that the absen ce was invoJuntary. A decision by the 

12 court to excuse an absence for purposes of this subsection does not 

13 affecl the ability of the school district ro determine whether to 

14 e xcuse the absence for an other pu1µose . 

15 Sec. 65 . 004 . 'l'HUANCY COURTS; JUIUSDICTION. (a) 'T'he 

16 following are des1gnated as truancy courts: 

17 (1) in a county with a populatton of 1.75 miJJion or 

18 more, the constitutional counLy court ; 

19 

20 

21 

(2} justice courts; and 

(3) municipal courts . 

(b} A t ruancy court has exclusive originctl ]urisdiclion 

22 over cases involving allegatj ens of truant conduct . 

2 3 ( c ) A mun i c i pa 1 i t y may en t er int o an a g r e em t' n t w i t h a 

24 co ntiguous municipalit y or a municipality with boundari@s that are 

25 within one-half mile of the municipality seeking to enter into the 

26 agreement to establish concurrent jurisdiction of the municipal 

27 courts in the rnunic i pal i t ies and provide or iginaJ 1ur isd ict ion to a 
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l munid pal court in which a truancy ca~1:- 1.s brought ci.S if the 

2 municipal court were located in the munjcipa.lity in which rht' Cdse 

3 arose . 

4 (d) A Lruancy court re:tains JUr1sdicrjon over a l-H~rso11, 

5 without regard to the age of the person, who was ref~rred lo Lh~ 

6 court under Section 65 . 051 for engaging in truant conduct befort 

7 the p erson ' s 19th birthday , until final dispositior1 of the cdse. 

8 Sec. 65 . 005 . COUR'l' SESSIONS . /\ ti uancy cour L i::; consider ea 

9 to be in session at al 1 t j mes . 

10 Sec. 65 . 006. VENUE . Venue for ~ p1oceed1ng under rhis 

11 chapter i.s the county in which the school in which the ch1 ld 1 s 

12 enrol led is located or the county in which the child res ides. 

13 Sec . 65 . 007 . RIGHT TO .JURY TRlAL. (ei) /\ chi 1 d d 11 t•qed to 

14 have eng aged in tru~nt conduct is entitled to d jury t1 ial. 

15 (b) The number of jurors in a case involving nn ctlleqat-lon 

16 of truant conduct is six. The state and the ch1 ld are c.:icli ent it l(:d 

17 to three peremptor y challenges. 

18 ( c ) There 1 s no j u r y fee f o r a t r id 1 u n de r t h i s ch apt er . 

19 Sec. 65 . 008 . WAIVER OF R1GH'I'S . A righr granted to a child 

20 by this chapter or by the constitution or laws of LhJs srate or the 

21 United States is wai v ed in proceedings under this chapler if: 

22 (1) the r1ght is one that may be wu1ved; 

23 (2) the child and the child's parent ot guardian are 

24 informed of the right , understand the right , understand th~ 

2 5 po s s i b le cons e gu enc e s of w a iv in g the r i g h t , and uncle r s t and th ,1 t 

26 waiver of the right is not required; 

27 ( 3) the child signs the waiver; 
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1 ( 4 ) the c h i 1 d ' s par en t or gu a L d i an s i q n s U 1 e w a 1 v e r ; 

2 a nd 

3 {5) the child ' s attorney signs the wa]vtr , if the child 

4 is represented by cou nse 1 . 

5 Sec . 6 5 .009. EfFECT OF ADJUDICA'l'ION. (a) An adjudic...i t:i o11 

6 of a child as having en gaged in truant conduct ts not d convicLion 

7 of crime . An order oE adjudication does not 1mµose any c1vi) 

8 disability ordinarily resulting from a convjct1on or opera t e to 

9 disguality the c hild in any civil sE:-rvice .;ipp ]jcc1L1on oi. 

10 appointment . 

11 {b) The adJudication of a child as havin<J engcttJed in l1uant 

12 conduct may not be used in any subsegu~n t court proceedings, ot h~ r 

13 than for tlle purposes of determining an ap pr opriate temed1dl dCticJn 

J4 under this chapter or in an appeal undtr this chapter . 

15 Sec. 65 . 010 . BURDEN OF PROOF. A court or ·; u I y ITidY not: 

16 return a findi ng that a child has E:!n qaged in truant con duct un] ess 

17 the st ate ha s proved the conduct beyond a reasonable doubt. 

18 Sec . 65. 011 . APPLICABLE S'l'ATU'T'ES REGARDING DISCOVERY . 

19 Discovery in a proceeding under this chapter is governed by Chapt ~• 

20 39 , Code of Cr im ] nal Procedure, olher than Articles 39 .14 (i) a.nd 

21 liL 
2 2 Sec. 65. 012. PROCEDURAL RU LES . The sup r ~me t.ou r I may 

23 promulgate rules of procedu re a pp licable to proceedings under this 

24 chapler, i nclud ing gu i delines applicable to the informal 

25 disposition of truancy cases . 

26 Sec. 65.013 . INTERPRETERS . (a) Whe n on the motion for 

27 appointment of an interpreter by a pa rty or o n the motion of the 
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1 court, in any pr oceeding under this chapt~r , the court determines 

2 that the child , the child's parent or guard ian , or a witness doeb 

3 not understand dnd speak Engl1sh , an int~rp1ete1 must be sworn to 

4 interpret for the p erson . Arrlcles 38.30(d) , (b), and (c), Cnde of 

5 Criminal Procedure , apply tn a proceedinq under this chc:iptPr . A 

6 gual ified telephone interpreter rnay b~ swor 11 ro pt ov i de 

7 interpretation services Lf an interpreter js nut avai lal>Je to 

8 appear in person before the court. 

9 (b) In any proceeding under this chapter , if ii party 

10 notifie s the court that the child , th~ child 1 .s pd tent or 9ua1 di an , 

11 or a witness is deaf, the court shall appoint a qua] if ied 

12 in le rpr ete r to inter pr et the proceed in gs in dny lanqudqe, incl ud 1 ng 

13 sign langudge, that the deaf per son can under st and. At t l c Jes 

14 38 . 3l(d) , (e) , (f) , and (g) , Code of Crimj nal Procedure, apply ind 

15 proceedi ng under thJs chap ter. 

16 Sec. 65 . 014 . SJGNA'I'URES. Any r equ i r t"men 1· und~ r I his 

17 chapter that a document be signed or thal d dn<.:urnent contain a 

J8 person's signature , including the signature of a judye 01 d cJerk of 

19 the court , is satisfied if the document contains th~ signature of 

20 the person as captured on an electronic dev1ce or as a aiq1Lal 

21 signature . 

22 Sec. 65 . 015 . PUBLIC ACCESS TO COURT HEARINGS. (~) Except 

23 as provided by Subsection (b), a truancy court shall open a hearing 

24 under this chapter to the public unless the court, fot good cause 

25 shown , determines that the public should be excluded . 

26 (b) The court may prohibit a per son from personally 

27 attending a hearjng if the person is ex pected to testify at the 
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1 hearing and the court determines that the ptrson's ttstimony would 

2 be materially affected if the person hears other te~timony at the 

3 hear1ng . 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Sec . 65 . 016 . RECORDING OF PROCEEDtNGS . {a) 1'h<: 

proceedings in a truancy court that is not c.1 court of l eco rd may not 

be recorded . 

( b ) The p roceedings in a tr uancy court tha l js a court of 

record must be recor<led by stenographic notes or by eJectronic, 

mechanical , or other appropriate mt:ans . 

Sec . 65 . 017. JUVENJLE CASE MANAGERS . A Ltuctncy coutt mcty 

emp loy a j uvenile case manager jn accordance with Article 45 . 0Sfi , 

Code of Criminal Procedure , to provide services to children who 

have been refe r red to the truancy court or who are in jeopardy oJ 

being ref er red to the tr ua ncy court . 

SUBCHAPTER B . INITIAL PROCEDUHES 

Sec . 65 . 05 J • INITIAL REFERRAL TO TRUANCY COUH'l' . When d 

truancy cour t r eceives a referral under Section 25 . 0915 , Education 

Code , and t he court is not re quired to di~miss Lhe re£e 1raJ under 

that sec t ion , the co u r t sh a 11 for war a t II e r e f e i r a 1 to a t ruant 

co nduct p rosecuto r who serves the court. 

Sec . 65 . 052 . T RUANT CONDUC't' PROSECU'POR . In a justLce or 

municipal court o r a const i t u t 1onaJ count y court thdt is <le!=d gnaled 

as a truancy court, the a t torney who r~ptesents the state in 

criminal matters in that court shall serve as the ttuant conduct 

25 pr oseculor . 

26 Sec . 65 . 053 . REVIEW BY PROSECUTOR. (a) 't'he truant conduct 

27 p rosecutor shall p romptly review the facts described in a ieferral 
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received under Sect j on 65. 051 . 

(b) The prosecutor may, in the µroseculor's di~c.rel1011 1 

determine whether to file a petition w1lh th~ truancy court 

r egues ting an adjudication of the child for truant con duet . 1 f L he 

prosecutor decides not to file a petition regu~stinq an 

adjudication, the prosecutor shall infotm the truancy courL and the 

school distr)ct of the decision. 

(c) The prosecutor may not flJe a p~t 1t10n for an 

adjudication of a child for truant conduct if rhe re£ettc.d was nol 

made in compliance with Section 25.0915, Education Code . 

Sec. 65.054. STATE ' S PE'J'ITlON. (a) A pet it ion for dn 

adjudication of a child for truant conduct initidtes ~n action of 

the state against a child who has aJ l eged) y engaged l n tr 11ctn t 

conducl . 

( b ) The proceedings shall be st-yled "Int-he 111atte1 of 

Child," identifying tht' child by the child ' s 

initia 'ls only. 

(c) The petit jon may be on informal ion and bel iei. 

(d) 'I'he µetiti.on must state : 

(1) wjth reasonable particularit-y the t:ime , place, dnd 

manner of the acts al1eqed to constilute truant conducl ; 

(2) the name, age, and residence address, if known, of 

the child who is the subject of the petition; 

(3) the names and residence addresses, if known, of at 

]east one parent, guardian, or custodian of the child and of the 

child's s pouse , if any; and 

(4) if the child's parent , gu ardi.an , Ot custodian do~s 
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l not reside or cannot be found in the stat~ , or if their µlaces of 

2 resjdence are unknown, the name and resJd~nce cirld1ess of any known 

3 adull relative residing in the county or , if th~re is none, the namt' 

4 and residence address of the known adult reJativ0 residin9 nedresl 

5 to the location of the court. 

6 (e) Filing fees may not be charged for the f iliny of th~ 

7 state 's petit ion . 

8 Sec. 65 . 055 . LIMIT/\TIONS PERIOD . A pet l t 1 on may no L be 

9 f tled after the 45th day after the date of the last absenct giv1ng 

10 rise to the act of truant conduct. 

11 Sec . 65 . 056 . HEARING DATE. (a) Aft er the pet j t.1 on has 

12 been filed , the truancy court shall set a date and time for an 

13 adjudicdtion hearing . 

14 (b) 'l'he heariny may not be held on or befo1e the IOtll dc1y 

15 after the date the petition is filed. 

16 Sec . 65 . 057 . SUM MONS. (a) l\fte:r seltin<J the <iatt: c1nd timt> 

17 of an adjud i cation hearing, the truancy courl shall d1tf:.'ct the 

18 issuance of a summons to : 

19 

20 

21 

22 

( 1) the child named in the petition; 

(2) the child's parent, guardian, or custodian; 

( 3) the child's guard ian ad l item, if any; and 

(4) any other person who appears to the court to be d 

23 proper or necessary party to the proceeding. 

24 (b) The summons must require the per sons serv~n to appear 

25 before the court at the place, date, and time of the adJudicaUon 

26 hearing Lo answer the allegations of the pet ition. A covy of The 

27 petition must accompany the summons. If a person , orher Lhan th~ 
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1 child, required to appear under this section fails to ::1tt1.:rid d 

2 hearing, the truancy court may proceed with thf: hearing. 

3 (c) The truancy court may endorse on the summons an order 

4 directing the person having the physical custody or cont1ol of the 

5 child to br)ng the child to the hearing. 

6 (d) A party, other than the child, may waive s1.:rvicl'. of 

7 summons by written stipulation or by voluntary cippectldnc~ at tl1e 

8 hearing. 

9 Sec . 65 . 058 . SERVICE O~ SUMMONS. lf a p~1son tu b~ 

10 served wi th a summons is jn this state and ca.n be found, t.hl.? ~umrnons 

11 shall be served on the p erson persond]]y or by r~qisterl;'d or 

J2 certified mail , return receipt requested , at l~<1st ftvl;' ddy!5 bt-fOt!:! 

13 the date of the adjudication hearing . 

14 (b) Service of the summons may be r.wde by any su L tabJ e 

15 person under the direction of the coun. 

16 Sec. 65.059 . REPRESENTATION BY ATTORNEY. (a) A c.:hi ld may be 

17 represented by an attorney in a case under this chapter. 

18 Representation by an altorney is not reguLred. 

19 (b) A child is not entiLled to hdv~ an .:1t:torney appointt'd to 

20 represent the child , but the court may appoint an attorn~y if the 

21 court det ermines it is in the best interest of tht? chiJrl. 

22 (c) The court may order a child's parent or othet 

23 responsible person to pay for the cost of an atto111L>y cippointt:rl 

24 under this section if the court determines t.hc1.t the µe1:)0 11 lici~j 

25 suff 1cient financial resources. 

26 Sec. 65 . 060. CHILD 'S ANSWER. After the pet]tio11 has lit-en 

27 filed , the child may answer , orally or in writing, the petition at 
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1 or before the commencement of the hearing . If the child does not 

2 answex, a gene.ral denial of the alleged truant conduct is assumed. 

3 Sec . 65 . 061. GUARDIAN AD LITEM . (a) If a child appears 

4 before the truancy court without a parent or guardian, or it appears 

5 to the court that the child's parent or guardian is incapable or 

6 unwilling to make decisions in the best interest of the child with 

7 respect to proceedings under this chapter, the court may appoint a 

8 guardian ad litem to protect the interests of the child in the 

9 proceedings. 

10 (b) An attorney for a child may also be the child's guardian 

11 ad litem. A law enforcement officer, probation officer, or other 

12 employee of the truancy court may not be appointed as a guardian ad 

13 litem . 

14 (c) The court may order a child's parent or other person 

15 responsible to support the child to reimburse the county or 

16 municipality for the cost of the guardian ad litem . The court may 

17 issue the order only after determining that the parent or other 

18 responsible person has sufficient financial resources to offset the 

19 cost of the child's guardian ad lit em wholly or partly. 

20 Sec. 65 . 062 . ATTENDANCE AT HEARING . (a) The child must be 

21 personally present at the adjudication hearing. The truancy court 

22 may not proceed with the adjudication hearing in the absence of the 

23 child . 

24 (b) A parent or guardian of a child and any court-appointed 

25 guardian ad litero of a child is required to attend the adjudication 

26 hearing. 

27 ( c) Sub sect ion ( b) does not apply to: 

84R33873 ADM-D 39 



1 

H. B . No . 2398 

( 1) a person for whom, for good cause shown, the court 

2 excuses attendance; 

3 (2) a person who is not a resident of this state; or 

4 ( 3) a parent of a child for whom a managing conservator 

5 has been appointed and the parent is not a conservator of the child . 

6 Sec. 65 . 063. RIGHT TO REEMPLOYMENT. (a) An employer may 

7 not terminate the employment of a permanent employee because the 

8 employee is required under Section 65.062(b) to attend a hearing . 

9 (b) Notwithstanding any other law, an employee whose 

10 employment is terminated in violation of this section is entitled 

11 to return to the same employment that the employee held when 

12 notified of the hearing if the employee, as soon as practical after 

13 the hearing, gives the employer actual notice that the employee 

14 intends to return. 

15 (c) A person who is injured because of a violation of this 

16 section is entitled to : 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

( 1) reinstatement to the per son's for mer posit ion; 

(2) damages not to exceed an amount egual to six times 

the amount of monthly compensation received by the person on the 

date of the hearing; and 

(3) reasonable attorney's fees in an amount approved 

by the court . 

(d) It is a defense to an action brought under this section 

that the employer's circumstances changed while the employee 

attended the hearing and caused reemployment to be impossible or 

unreasonable. To establish a defense under this subsection, an 

employer must prove that the termination of employment was because 
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l of circumstances other than the employee's attendance at the 

2 hearing . 

3 Sec - 65. 064 - SUBPOENA OF WITNESS. A witness may be 

4 subpoenaed in accordance with the procedures for the subpoena of a 

5 witness under the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

6 Sec. 65 . 065. CHILD ALLEGED TO BE MENTALLY ILL . (a) A party 

7 may make a motion requesting that a petition alleging a child to 

8 have engaged in truant conduct be dismissed because the child has a 

9 mental illness, as defined by Section 571.003, Health and Safety 

10 Code . In response to the motion, the truancy court shall 

11 temporarily stay the proceedings to determine whether probable 

12 cause exists to believe the child has a mental illness. In making a 

13 determination, the court may; 

14 (1) consider the motion, supporting documents, 

15 professional statements of counsel, and witness testimony; and 

16 ( 2) observe the child. 

17 (b) If the court determines that probable cause exists to 

18 believe that the child has a mental illness, the court shall dismiss 

19 the petition. If the court determines that evidence does not exist 

20 to support a finding that the child has a mental illness, the court 

21 shall dissolve the stay and continue with the truancy court 

22 proceedings . 

23 SUBCHAPTER C. ADJUDICATION HEARING AND REMEDIES 

24 Sec. 65. 101. ADJUDICATION HEARING; JUDGMENT . (a) A child 

25 may be found to have engaged in truant conduct only after an 

26 adjudication hearing conducted in accordance with the provisions of 

27 this chapter. 
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1 (b) At the beginning of the adjudication hearing, the judge 

2 of the truancy court shall explain to the child and the child's 

3 parent, guardian, or guardian ad litem: 

4 ( 1) the allegations made against the child; 

5 (2) the nature and possible consequences of the 

6 proceedings; 

7 

8 

9 witnesses; 

10 

(3) the child's privilege agai nst self-incrimination; 

(4) the child's right to trial and to confrontation of 

(5) the child's right to representation by an attorney 

11 if the child is not already represented ; and 

12 (6) the child's right to a ju.ry trial. 

13 (c) Trial is by jury unless ju.ry is waived in accordance 

14 with Section 65. 008. Jury verdicts under this chapter must be 

15 unanimous. 

16 (d) The Texas Rules of Evidence do not apply in a truancy 

17 proceeding under this chapter except: 

18 (1) when the judge hearing the case determines that a 

19 particular rule of evidence applicable to criminal cases must be 

20 followed to ensure that the proceedings are fair to all parties; or 

21 ( 2) as otherwise provided by this chapter. 

22 (e) A child alleged to have engaged in truant conduct need 

2 3 not be a witness against nor otherwise incr irninate himself or 

24 herself. An extrajudicial statement of the child that was obtained 

25 in violation of the constitution of this state or the United States 

26 may not be used in an adjudication hearing. A statement made by the 

27 child out of court is insufficient to support a finding of truant 
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1 conduct unless it is corroborated wholly or partly by other 

2 evidence. 

3 (f) At the conclusion of the adjudication hearing, the court 

4 or jury shall find whether the child has engaged in truant conduct. 

5 The finding must be based on competent evidence admitted at the 

6 hearing . The child shall be presumed to have not engaged in truant 

7 conduct and no finding that a child has engaged in truant conduct 

8 may be returned unless the state has proved the conduct beyond a 

9 reasonable doubt. In all jury cases the jury will be instructed 

10 that the burden is on the state to prove that a child has engaged in 

11 truant conduct beyond a reasonable doubt . 

12 (g) If the court or jury finds that the child did not engage 

13 in truant conduct, the court shall dismiss the case with prejudice . 

14 (h) If the court or jury finds that the child did engage in 

15 truant conduct, the court shall proceed to issue a judgment finding 

16 the child has engaged in truant conduct and order the remedies the 

17 court finds appropriate under Section 65 . 103. The jury is not 

18 involved in ordering remedies for a child who has been adjudicated 

19 as having engaged in truant conduct. 

20 Sec. 65 .102 . REMEDIAL ACTIONS . (a) The truancy court 

21 shall determine and order appropriate remedial actions in regard to 

22 a child who has been found to have engaged in truant conduct. 

23 (b) The truancy court shall orally pronounce the court's 

24 remedial actions in the child's presence and enter those actions in 

25 a written order . 

26 ( c) Aft er pronouncing the co-urt 's remedial actions, the 

27 court shall advise the child and the child's parent , guardian, or 
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1 guardian ad li tern of: 

2 (1) the child's right to appeal, as detailed in 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Subchapter D; and 

(2) the procedures for the sealing of the child's 

records under Section 65. 201. 

Sec. 65 . 103. REMEDIAL ORDER. (a) A truancy court may 

enter a remedial order requiring a child who has been found to have 

engaged in truant conduct to : 

( 1) attend school without unexcused absences; 

(2) attend a preparatory class for the high school 

eguivalency examination administered under Section 7. 111, 

Education Code, if the court determines that the individual is 

unlikely to do well in a formal classroom environment due to the 

individual's age; 

(3) if the child is at least 16 years of age, take the 

high school eguivalency examination administered under Section 

7 . 111 , Education Code , if that is in the best interest of the child; 

( 4) attend a nonprofit, community-based special 

program that the court determines to be in the best interest of the 

child , including : 

(A) an alcohol and drug abuse program; 

(B) a rehabilitation program; 

( C) a counseling program, including a 

24 self- improvement program; 

25 (D) a program that provides training in 

26 self-esteem and leadership; 

27 (E) a work and job skills training program ; 
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1 { F) a program that provides training in 

parenting, including parental responsibility; 2 

3 

4 

(G) a program that provides training in manners; 

(H) a program that provides training in violence 

5 avoidance; 

6 (I) a program that provides sensitivity 

7 training; and 

8 (J) a program that provides training in advocacy 

9 and mentoring ; 

10 ( 5) complete not more than 50 hours of community 

ll service on a project acceptable to the court; and 

12 (6) participate for a specified number of hours in a 

13 tutorial program covering the academic subjects in which the child 

14 is enrolled that are provided by the school the child attends. 

15 (b) A truancy court may not order a child who has been found 

16 to have engaged in truant conduct to: 

17 ( 1) attend a juvenile justice alternative education 

18 program, a boot camp , or a for-profit truancy class; or 

19 (2) perform more than 16 hours of community service 

20 per week under this section . 

21 { c) In ad di ti on to any other order authorized by this 

22 section, a truancy court may order the Department of Public Safety 

23 to suspend the driver's license or permit of a child who has been 

24 found to have engaged in truant c.onduct. If the child does not have 

25 a driver's license or permit, the court may order the Department of 

26 Public Safety to deny the issuance of a license or permit to the 

27 child. The period of the license or permit suspension or the order 

84R33873 ADM-D 45 



H _ 8. No - 2 3 98 

1 that the issuance of a ljcense or permit be denitd may not extt:11d 

2 bey ond the maximum time period that a rernt:dia l orch·r is E:ffect ive as 

3 p ro v ided by Section 65.104. 

4 Sec. 65 .1 04. MAXIMUM TIME REMEDIAL ORDER IS EFFECTI VE. A 

5 truancy court ' s remedial order under Sectlo 11 65 . 103 is effective 

6 until the later of: 

7 (J) the date s pecified by the court in Lbe order , whicl1 

8 may not be later than the 180th day after the dab:: th~ order' i::> 

9 entered; or 

10 {2) the last day of the school ye::ar in which tl1E:: ordet 

11 was entered. 

12 Sec . 65 .105 . ORDERS AFFEC'J'lNG J?AREN'T'S AND O'J'HERS . ( d) I f 

13 a child has been found to have engaged in truant conduc-r , the 

14 truancy court may: 

15 (l) order the child and the child's parent to attend a 

16 class £or students at risk 0£ dropping out of school that J~ !':i 

17 designed for both the child and the child ' s par ent ; 

18 (2) order any person found by the court to have , by a 

19 wilful act or omission, contributed to, caused , or encou1aged rhe 

20 child's truant conduct to do any act that the court deterrn]nes t o be 

21 reasonable and necessary for the welfare of the chjld or t~) refrai.n 

22 from doing any act that the court determines to be injurious to the 

23 chjld's welfare; 

24 (3) enjoin all contact between the child and a person 

25 who is found to be a contributing cause of the child ' s truant 

26 conduct , unless that per son is related to the child with in th e third 

27 degree by consanguinity or affin1ty 1 in which case the cou!t may 
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1 contact the Department of E'amily and Pr0Lect1ve Services, if 

2 necessary; 

3 (4) after notice to, and a hearing with, all persons 

4 affected, order any person ) ivinq ln th~ 8ame household with the 

5 child to participate in soc Lal or fJSydwlogicc.11 c uunsel ing Lu 

6 assist in the child's rehabiJiLation; 

7 (5) order t:he child's par~nt ot ottH:r pe1 s on 

8 iesponsible for the child ' s support to ptly all or pc.irt of Lilt: 

9 r•:!asonable cosls of treatment p1ograms in wl11ch t:he child L~ 

10 or.-1ered to participate i.f the court finds the child's parent or 

11 person responsible for the child's support is able Lo fJdY t:he costs; 

12 (6) order the child's pa1ent to attend d !JlOyram for 

lJ parents of sLudents with unexcused dbsenc1::s that µrov i d<.'S 

14 inst r u ( t i on des I g n e d to assist 1-hose lhH en ts in l d <Jn t i f y 1 n 9 

15 problem~.> that contribute to the child's unexcused absenct's and in 

16 developjng strategies for resolving thosi= prob] ems; <•nrl 

17 (7) order the chiJd's pdtent to perfo1m nrit· more tlldn 

18 50 hours of community service with Lhe chi]d. 

19 (b) A person subject to an order proposed urider Sub~.H:cl ion 

20 (a) 1s entitled to a hearing before the otder is ente1ed by I.he 

21 court. 

22 (c) On a finding by the court that a child's parents hav~ 

2 3 made a r ea son ab l e good £a it h e ff or t to prevent the ch 1 l d E r om 

24 engaging in truant conduct and thaL, despile the parents' efforts, 

25 the chjJd continues to engage in truant conduct, the court sh~l l 

26 wa j ve any r egu i rem en t for community service that may be imposed on a 

27 parent under this sect ion. 
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l Sec. 65 . 106. LIABIL1TY FOH CLAlMS AHl SING f!-{OM COMMUNl'l'Y 

2 SERVlCE . (a) A municipality or county t.hat e5tctblishes a proqtam 

3 to assist children and their parf:!nts in tendering community se1v1ce 

4 under this subchapter may purchas~ an insurance policy protecting 

5 the municipality or county again.st a c]ai_m brouqht by a p ~rson ol her 

6 than the child or the child's pa rent for a cause ot dcLion thdL 

7 arises from an act of the child or pcue-nt whiJt' renderin g I.he 

8 community service. 'l'he mun1cipality or county 1~ nr1L liable ror the 

9 claim to the extent that damages are recCiverabJe undt'r ct cunt:rctU of 

10 insurance or under a pJan of sel£-insu1ance authorized by !-.>tdlule. 

11 (b) The lLability of the municjpdl lty or county tor ct cldirn 

12 that arises from an action of th~ child or the child's parent while 

13 rendering community service may not exceE:d $100,000 to fl sir1qle 

14 person and $300 , 000 for a single occurrence in the cC\se of p ersonal 

15 in1ury or death, and $10 , 000 for a single occurrence of prop~1 ry 

16 damage. LiabUity may not extend to punitive or exemplary damaq~·s. 

17 (c) 'Phis section does not waivt- a defens~, immunity , 0 1 

18 jurisdictional bar available Lo the municipal tty or county or its 

19 officers or employ ees , nor shall thjs section be consi rut=>d to 

20 waive, repeal , or modify any provision of Chapt~r 101, Civil 

21 Practice and Remedies Code . 

22 Sec . 65 . 107 . COURT COST . (al If a child is found to have 

23 engaged in truant conduct , the truancy court , af le r q 1 vi ng t he 

24 child , parent, or other per son r<::sponsib)e fen the cl1Lld's support 

25 a reasonable opportunity to be heard, shctJJ order rhe ctnld , 

26 parent , or other person, if f inanc1all y able to do so , Lo pay d 

27 court cost of $50 to the clerk of the court . 
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(b) 'l'he court's orde.r to pay the $50 court cost is not 

2 effective unless the order is reduced to wrjting and signed by the 

3 juctge . The written order to pay the court cost may be part of th~ 

4 court's order detailtng the remedial actions in the case. 

5 (c) The clerk of the court shall keep a record of tht court 

6 costs collected under this section and shall forwdrd the funds to 

7 the county treasurer, munjcipal treasurer, or person fuJfillinq the 

8 role of a county treasurer or municipal treasu..rer, as appr:opria\t. 

9 (d) 'l'he court costs collected under tlds section shall be 

10 deposited in a s pecial account that can be used only to offset the 

11 cost of the operations of the truancy court. 

12 Sec . 65. 108. HEARING 'I'O MODIFY REMEDY. ~a) A truancy 

13 court may hold a hear Lng to modify any rernecly impo~ed by th~ cou1 t . 

14 A remedy may only be modified during the period the order is 

15 t:ff ect i ve under Sect ion 65 .104. 

16 (b) There is no right to a jury at d hearing under this 

17 section. 

18 (c) A hearing to modify a remedy imposed by the court shaJl 

19 be heJ d on the pet it ion of the state , the court , or the chi J d and the 

20 child ' s parent, guardian, guardian ad litem, or attorney. 

21 Reasonable not ice of a hearing to modi Fy disposition shaJ J be qi vcn 

22 to all parties. 

23 (d) Notwithstandjng an y other law , in considering a motion 

24 to modify a remedy imposed by the court, the truancy court may 

25 consider a wr itten report from a school district officidl or 

26 emp Loyee , juvenile case manager , or p rofessionaJ consultant 1n 

2 7 addition to the testimony of witnesses. The court sha 11 provide 'the 
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1 attorney 1or the child dnd the prost:cuL1n9 aLtorney with dCCt!SS to 

2 all written matters to be considered by th~ cot1rt . The court fficiY 

3 order counsel not to reveal items to the chiJd or lo th~ child's 

4 parent, guardian, or guardian ad litt:m if the dlsclosute WOll]d 

5 materidlJy harm the treatment and rehdb111tation of the clti]d or 

6 would substantjally decrease the likeJihoocl of 1ecelv1nq 

7 information from the same or similar sou 1 c:es in th~ future . 

8 (e} The truancy court shal 1 pronounce in court, in the 

9 presence of the child , the court ' ~ changes to th<= iemedy, if <:my. 

10 'l'he court shall specifically state the new temedy and the c.ourt's 

11 reasons for modifying the remedy in a wrttLen order . 'L'he coltrl 

12 shall furnjsh a copy of the 01d1::r l:l) the chiJd . 

13 Sec . 65.109. MO'T'I ON r'OH NEW 'l'RIJ\L. 'l'he otdet of .:c1 truancy 

14 court may be challenged by filinq a motion fur new lridl. l~11IE:.J 

15 505.3(c) and (Ed, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure , C1pply i-c1 a motion 

16 fornewtrial. 

17 

18 

SUBCHAP'I'EH D. APPE/\L 

Sec . 65 . 151. R1GHT 1'0 APPEAL. (ei) 'l'he chjld , rhe child's 

19 par ent or guardian, or the state may appe~l any order of a truancy 

20 court . A p erson subject to an order ent~rerl under Section 65 .10 5 

21 may appeal that order. 

22 (b) An appeal from a truancy cou1t shall be to a juvenile 

23 court. 'l'he case must be tried de novo in l he juveniJe coutt. 'l'his 

24 chapter applies to the de n0vo trial rn the 1uvcn i le (·our L. On 

25 appeal, the judgment of the truancy cour L is vacated. 

26 Cc} A judgment of a juveni le coutt in a trial conduct~d 

27 under Subsection ( b) may be appea 1 ed l n the same manner as an a pp ea l 
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1 under Chapter 56. 

2 Sec. 65.152. GOVERNING LAW . Rule 506 , Texas Ru]~s of Cjvil 

3 Procedure, applies to the appeal of an order of a truancy court to a 

4 juvenile court in the same manner as the rule ~pplies to an a ppea l 

5 of a judgment of a justice court to a county cou1t , t:Xcept an cippeal 

6 bond is not 1 egu ired . 

7 Sec . 65 . 153. COUNSEL ON APPEAi.. (a) A child may be 

8 repres<~nted by counsel on appeal. 

9 (b) 1f the child and the child ' s pclr~nl , guard1dn, or 

10 guardian ad litern request an appeal, Lhe dllo 1ney wh0 repiesented 

11 the child before the truancy court, if any , shall file a notic~ of 

12 a pp ea) w 1 L h L he court that w i U he a t the c1 pre a l and 1 n J· or rn t 1i a t 

13 court wh et.her Lhat attorney will handle the appeal. 

14 (c) An appeal serves to vacate rhe or<i~t of the;- truancy 

15 cour t 

16 SUBCHAPTER E . l<ECOHDS 

17 Sec . 65.201. SEALING OF RECOI<DS. (a) A child who has been 

18 found to have engaged in truant conducl may apply , on or after th~ 

19 child's 18th birthday, to the truancy coun that made th e findi ng to 

20 seal the records relating to the alJeqation and finding of truant 

21 conduct held by: 

22 (1) thecourt; 

23 (2) the truant conduct prosecuro1; cind 

24 ( 3) the school district. 

25 (b) The application must include the tollow1ng informdtion 

26 or an explanation of why one or more of tht! f o lJ owing is not 

27 included : 
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child ' s : 

f ulJ nllme; 

se x; 

race or ethnidty; 

date of bil tll; 

driver's l1cense ur idenl i1 JCdl inn curd 

7 numb t=r ; and 

8 (F) social security number; 

9 (2) the dates on whi ch the I ruant condu(;t.: wc1::> dllcyed 

10 Lo have occurred ; and 

11 (3) if known 1 the cause numbPr d~S1gned to the 

l2 petition a nd the court and county in wh ich Lhe peti r- ion was tiled . 

13 (c) 'l'he truancy court shall order that the rl:!cord::; bt- st-dl~d 

14 after deterrninLng th e chiJd compl ied wit h the r~111<:-rl1es order~d l>y 

15 the c;our t l n the case . 

16 ( d ) A 11 l n de x 1 e fer enc es to the r cc or d ~ u f t: h E· t r u ctn<.' Y co u r t 

17 that are ordered sealed shall be dt:leted not lat er rtldn t.:11~ JOI h day 

18 after the date of the seal Lng orde1 . 

19 (e) A truancy court , clerk of the court , truant conrluct 

20 pr osecutor , or school di strict shalJ repJ y to a r~qut:st for 

21 information concerning a child's sealed Lruant. conduct cuse tlw.t no 

22 record exists with r espect to t he chila . 

23 (fl lnspectJon of the sealerl records may be perrnilled by a n 

24 order of the truancy court on the p et i r ion of the per son who is the 

2 5 subject of the records and only by those p er: sons named in the or d<:' r. 

26 (g) A p erson whose records have:- been SE:-'il ed undtr this 

27 section is not required in any proceeding or in any a pp licalion tor 
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1 employment, information, or licensing to state t.hal I.ht: pe1son hctti 

2 been the subject of a p i-oceeding unde1 this cha &tei . Any statt-mt.·nt 

3 that the per son has n ever been found to have enqaql:d in t rudnt 

4 conduct may not be held a gainst the person in any criminal or civil 

5 proceeding . 

6 (h) On or after the fifth anniversary of a child 1 s 10th 

7 b irt h da y, on t h e motion of the child or on the trua n cy court ' s own 

8 motion , the t r uancy court may order the deslruction of the child'~ 

9 records that have be~n sealed under this svcl ion if Ille chi lei lhlS 

10 not been convicted of a felony . 

l l Se<.: . 65 . 202 . CONFIDEN'I'IALl'l'Y OF RECORDS . R~cotds c1nd fjJ,,.s 

12 created unde r this chap ter may be disclosed only to : 

13 (1) Lhe judge of the truancy court. , the: l ruc1nt conduct 

14 pr osecutor , a n d the staff of the j udge and p rosecuror ; 

15 (2) the child or an attorney fort.he child; 

16 (3) a governmental agency if the dis(;)osu1~ is 

17 i·eg uired o r authorized by law ; 

18 ( 4 ) a person o r entit y to whom the child is referred 

19 for trea t men t or services if Lhe agency or i.nst Ltut ion disdosinq 

20 the informat.jon has entered into a "'ritlen confident iallly 

2 1 a g r e em e n t with t he p e r son or en t i t y r e g a r d j n q L h e p r o t e c: t i on of l h l:' 

22 djsclosed informal ion ; 

23 (5) the Texas Department of Cr im1n2d Just: ice and th~ 

24 Te xas Juven i l e J ust1ce Department for the purpose of maintaininq 

25 s t atisticdJ records of recJd1vism a nd for diagnosis and 

26 classification ; 

27 (6) th>? agency ; or 
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1 (7) wjth leave of the trudncy courl, any oUH:r pe1son, 

2 agency , or instit u tion hav ing a legitimate i n terest in the 

3 p roceeding or j n the work of the cou r r. 

4 Sec . 65 . 203 . DES'T'RUCTION OF Cl:.RTAIN HECORlJS. A t.ruanry 

5 court shall order t he desl.ruction of record::> relat in9 l<i 

6 allegalions of truant conduct thal are held by the court en hy the 

7 p rosecutor if a p1osecutor decidi:s not t-o file a pet it1on r<1l cJ11 

8 ad j udication of truant co nduct aftt:r a revit:w of the ll_.ferral under 

9 Sect ion 65 . 053 . 

10 SUBCHAP'l'ER F . ENFOHCEMENT Of OHDEHS 

11 Sec. 65 . 251. FAILURE TO OBEY 'l'HUANCY COURT O~IJER ; CHJLD TN 

12 CONTEMPT OF COURT . (a) If a child fails to obey an ordt:>1· issuPd by 

13 a truancy cou1t under Section 65 . lOJ(a) or d child is in di1ect 

14 contempt of court , the truanc y cou1t , after providing notice dnd ~n 

15 opportunity for a hearing, may hold the child i n con~empl of cour 1 

16 and order either or both of the foJJowinq : 

17 (1) that the child pay a fine not to exceed $JOO ; or 

18 (2) that the Department of Public Safety suspend tile 

19 child ' s driver ' s license or permit or, if the chilcl does nut hJve c.1 

20 license or permit , order that the De partment uf Publlc Safery deny 

2 1 the issuan ce of a lice nse or permit t-o the c:hiJd until the child 

22 fuJ l y comp lies with the court ' s ordl~rs. 

23 (b) If a child fails to obey an order issued by a truancy 

2 4 court u nder Section 65 . 103(a) or a child is 1n direct contempt of 

25 court and the child has failed to obey an order or hos been found 1n 

26 direct contempt of court on cwo or more pr~vious occasions, the 

27 truancy cou r t , after providing notice and an o p portunity for c:1 
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l !tearing, may refer the chjld to the iuvtnile probation otpctttnt<:nt 

2 as a request for truancy intervention, unless the child fdiltd to 

3 obey the truancy court order or Wci::> in direct c.ontem1•t of court 

4 while 17 year s of age or older. 

5 (c) On referral of the child tu Lhe ]uventle 1 robdtion 

6 department, the truancy court shalJ pr ovjde 1 0 tile ·iuv e nil e 

7 probation department: 

8 ( J) documentat ton of all truancy prevt:!ntiori measures 

9 taken by the originating school district; 

10 (2) documentation of all trucrncy 01dt'rS ror eC1ch ot 

11 the child's previous Lruancy referraJs, including: 

12 (A) court r~medit'S and documt'Olc.it iv11 of the 

13 child's failure to comply with the truancy court ' s otders , if 

14 applicable, demonstrating all interventions that w~te exhdusted by 

15 the truancy court ; and 

16 (B) documentation describing the <.: hilc1 ' s di1e<.:t 

17 con tempt of court, if applicable; 

18 (3) the name, birth date, and lflst known addr~!::S of 1 he 

19 child and the school in which Lhe chi] d is enroJ led; and 

20 ( 4) the name and last known addr ~ss of t ht! child's 

21 parent or guardian. 

22 (d) The juvenile probation department may, on ievjew of 

23 information p1ovic1ed ltnder Subsection (c): 

24 (1) offer further remedies related to the local p lan 

25 for truancy intervention strategies adoptt·d under Section 25 .091b, 

26 Education Code; or 

27 (2) refer the child to a juvenile coutt for a hearjnq 
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l to be conducted under Section 65. 252. 

2 (e) A truancy cou.rt may not ordeI the confin-=mt:-nr of a d1i ld 

3 for the child ' s failure to ob~y an order of tht court issued under 

4 Section 65.103(a) . 

5 Sec. 65. 252. PROCEEDINGS IN JUVENILE COUR'T. (a} /\ft er a 

6 referral by the local juvenile probation department, the juvenjle 

7 court prosecutor shall determine if probable cause exists to 

8 believe that the child engaged ind Lrect contempt of court or failed 

9 to obey an order of the truancy court und1::r <.it c.:urnstances that would 

10 constitute contempt of court. On a f indlng that probauJe ~ause 

11 exists, the prosecutor shall determine wh1::ther to regu~sl an 

12 adjudication. Not later than the 20th d<;iy after the dc1r~ rhe 

13 juvenile court receives a request for adjudication from Lhe 

14 prosecutor, the j uven il e court sha 11 conduct a hearing ro determine 

15 if the child engaged in conduct that constirutes contempt. of the 

16 order issued by the truancy court or engaged in dir~et conrempL of 

17 court- . 

18 (b) If the juven_ile cou.rt finds that the child enyaged in 

19 conduct that constitutes contempt- of th<:~ order issue(l by the 

20 truancy court or dLrect contempt of court, the iuvenjJ.e court 

21 shall : 

22 (1) enter an order H:quirinq the chiJd to comply with 

23 the truancy court's order; 

24 (2) forward a copy of the order lo the trudncy court 

25 within five days; and 

26 (3) admonish the child, orally and in writing, of the 

27 consequ ences of subsequent referrals to rhe juvenile court, 

84R33873 ADM-D 56 



1 including : 

2 

11 . B . No . 2398 

(A) a possible charge of deljnqu~nt cuncluct for 

3 contempt of Lhe truancy court's order or di1~ct contempt of court; 

4 dnd 

5 

6 

( B ) a poss ib 1 e d t' tent i on he a 1 i n q . 

(c) If the juvenile court p1osec;uto1 E inds thC:tl prol>dblE: 

7 cause does not exist to believe that the child engaqed in direct 

8 contempt or in conduct that constitulc=s cont ~met of the order 

9 issued by the truancy court, or if the juvenile pr0bation 

10 department finds that extenuat1ng circumstances CciUSed the 

11 origi.nal truancy referral , the juv~nile court shall enter an 01der 

12 requiring the child's continued compliance wjll1 Lhe Lruancy court ' s 

13 order and notify the truancy court not later than the f1tth day 

14 aftt>r the date the order is entered. 

15 (d) 'l'his section does not: Umit tne disctel ion of a juvenile 

16 prosecutor or juvenile court to prosecute a child tor conduct undet 

17 Sect1on 51 . 03. 

18 Sec. 65 . 253 . PARENT OH OTHER l 1EHSON l N CON'l'E.Ml-1' 01'' COUH1'. 

19 ( a ) A truancy co u r t may enforce t Ii e f o] l ow l n g o rd er s by contempt : 

20 ( 1) an order that a parent of a \hi.ld, guardian ot a 

21 ch i l d , o r any co u r t - a pp o int e d gu a r d 1 an cl d 1 i t t-m of a ch i J d at L e n d an 

22 adjudication hearing under Sect ion 65 . 062 ( b) ; 

23 (2) an order requiring a petson othet Lhan a chjJd to 

24 take a particuJar action under Sectjon 65.lOS(a); 

25 (3) an order that a child's pdrent, or other person 

26 responsible to support the child, reimburse the municipality or 

27 county for the cost of the guardian ad lj tem dppointed for the chj ld 
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l under Section 65 . 06l(c); and 

2 (4) an order thal a potent, u1 µerson ol.11er Ll1an lht' 

3 chjJd, pay the $50 court co~t under Sect:10n 05.107. 

4 (b) A truancy court may find a parent or person othe1 Lhun 

5 the chiJd in direct contemp t of the cou1L. 

6 (c) 1'11e penalty for a findiny o1 contembJL undet Sub~1:·clion 

7 (a) or (b) is a fine in an cJmount not to exceed $100 . 

8 (d) ln addition to the assessment of u fin.:: undt:·r :.-ub5t:CtJori 

9 (c) , d)rect contempt of the trudncy court by a parC"nt- or ~H.:rsun 

10 other thdn th~ chiJd is puni.sl1able t.iy : 

11 

12 

(l) conf1nernent ln jail ford moxirnum ot I hree day~; 

(2) a maximum of 40 hours of community St>rvicP; or 

13 ( 3) both conf i nernent and c0mmun i ty St' rv i Ct:' . 

14 Sec . 65.254 . WRl'I' OF AT'1'ACHMEN'l'. A truancv court may js;;uc 

15 a writ of attachment for a person who violate s an order t:nterc:d 

16 u n der Section 65 . 057(c) . The writ of allachment ts exc·cut~d in the 

17 same manner as in a crjminal p roceeding as p rovided by Chdµt~r 24 , 

18 Code of Crim indl Procedure. 

19 Sec . 65 . 255 . ENTRY OF TRUANCY COURT OR!JEH AGA T NS'l' PAl<t.NT OR 

20 OTHE H EL lGIBLE PERSON . (a) The t: r uancy court shdJ l : 

21 (1) pr ovide not i ce to a persoI"l who is the subject of a 

22 proposed truancy court order under Section 65 . 253; and 

23 (2) provide a suffic1ent opportunity for the person Lo 

24 be heard regarding the proposed order . 

2 5 (b) A t r uan cy court orde r undt'r Sectio n 65 . 253 mus t be 1n 

2 6 w r it in g and a copy promp t 1 y furn is he d to th c par en t or o L h 0 r 

27 eligLble person . 
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1 {c) 'l'he lruancy coutt ffidY reg uHe t IH: pell ent or other 

2 eligible person to provide ~uitable identificdtion to bt incJudtd 

3 in the court's Lile . Suitable idenlif1.c..ation incl11clt-s 

4 fingerprints , a driver's license number, a social security numbe1, 

5 or simi]ar indicia of identity. 

6 Sec. 65 . 256 . APPEAL . {a) The parent 01 otlJer t-l ig1bJe 

7 person against whom a findl truancy court order hd~ been enlt:n·d 

8 under Section 65 . 253 may appeal as provided by ldw from JL1dgm~nts 

9 entered by a justice court in civil cases . 

10 {b) Rule 506 , 'l.'exas Rules of Civ1 l Procedu1 r::, aµpl lt'S to dn 

11 appeal under this section, except dfl app~a L bond is not r equj red. 

12 (c) The pendency of an appeal initiated unrler this ~eel ion 

13 does not abate or otherwise affect the p1ocet'd1ngs 1n the L1uancy 

14 cou1 t j nvo 1 v inq the child . 

15 Sec . 65 . 257. MO'l'ION FOR ENFORCEMEN'I'. (a) The S late may 

16 initiate enforcement of a truancy ~curt order under s ecLion 65.253 

17 against a parent or person other than th0 child by filing ..i writl<=n 

18 motion. In ordinary and concise languc:11:3t-, the motion must: 

19 (l) identify the provision of the orch-'r c;lleqedJy 

20 violated and sought to be enforced; 

21 (2) state specifically and factually th~ manht--1 of the 

22 per son ' s a 11 eged noncompliance; 

23 (3) state the relief requested; and 

24 (4) contain the signature of the p a1ty fil)ng the 

25 motion. 

26 (bl The state must allege Lhe particular violation by the 

27 person of the truanc y court order that the state had a reasonabJe 
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bas is for be 1 i e v i n g the p e r son was v i o 1 a 1 J n 'J when t 11 i: ni o t i on was 

filed. 

(c) 'l'he truancy cou1 t may also in1tjdte enforcenwnl of an 

order under this sect ion on its own mot. ion . 

Sec . 65 . 258 . NOTICE AND APPEARANCE. (a) On the f l] i nq of o 

motion for enforcement, the truancy court shall by writtPn nol ic~ 

set the date , time , and place of the hearing and order the p~tson 

against whom enforcement js sought to appear and respond to the 

motion . 

(b) The notice must be given by pet!HJnal service 0 1 by 

cer tified mail, return receipt reguesled, on or befor~ the 10th day 

before the date of the hearing on the motion. 'l'he not ice mus~ 

include a copy of Lhe motion for enfot<~ ement. Personal s~rvic~ rntJst 

comply with the Code of Criminal Procedutt:.' . 

(c) Jf a person moves to str ik e or s pecially exct:pts t.o th~ 

motion for enforcement , the truancy court .shaJl ru)o? Ml the 

except ion or motion to strike before t·he cout t be..:n s t:v idence on tile 

motion for enforcement . lf an exception is su~tained , 1he court 

shall give the movant an opportunity to ieplead and conrLnu~ the 

hearing to a designated date and time without the reguitemenl of 

additional service. 

(d) If a person who has been personally served with notice 

to appear at the hearing does not appear, the t-r uancy cour l may not· 

hold the person in contempt , but may issue a warrant for the a1 res t 

of the per son . 

Sec. 65 . 259 . CONDUCT OF ENFORCEMENT Hl~ARJNG. (a) The 

movant must p r ave beyond a r easonab J e doubt- that the µer ~on against 
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1 whom enforcement ] s sought engaged in conduct con st i tut inq contempt. 

2 of a reasonable and lawful court order as alleged in Lhe mo~ion tor 

3 enforcement. 

4 (b} The person a gainst whom enforcement is sought has c.i 

5 pnvilege not Lo be called cts a witness or otherwi~e to incrimirwt~! 

6 hjmsel f or herseJ f. 

7 (c} The truancy court shall conduct the entor c ement hear inq 

8 withoutajury . 

9 (d) 'l'he truancy court sh<:tll lnclnoe in th<: co111t '::; j udgmt'nt: 

l 0 ( J ) f in a in gs f or each v 1 o ] a t ion a lJ e q ~ d i n t h e mo 1- i o n 

J l for enforcement; and 

12 (2) the punishm1:nt, if any, to uc- impo!>td. 

13 (e) tf the person against whom enforcement is !:>ouqht was 1101. 

14 represented by counsel during any pr~vious court ~roce~dinq 

15 involving a mot: ion for enforcement 1 the person may, through 

16 counsel , raise any defense or affirmative defen!:>e to lht' p roceedin<J 

17 thdt could hdve been asserted in th~ previous courr proceeding thdl 

18 was not asst:!r t.ed because the person was not represenLed by counsel. 

19 (£) Tt is an affirmative defense to enfo1cernent of a t· ruancy 

20 court order under Section 65 . 253 that the court did not provide Lhe 

21 parent or other e!Lg ible person with due process of law in th~ 

22 proceeding in which the court entered the order . 

23 SECTION 28 . Sect ion 264. 304 ( c}, Family Code, J !::; amended to 

24 read as follows: 

25 (c) The court shall determine that the chiJd is an at-risk 

26 child if the court finds that the child has engaged in th~ fallowing 

27 conduct : 
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1 (]) conduct , other than ct tratfic o1f.ense ,wa exct1pt 

2 as prov i.ded by Subsection ( d) , that vi elates : 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(A) th~ penal laws or this SldLe; or: 

(B) the penal ordiriances of <illY pol j t 1cal 

subdivision of this state ; 

(2) the unexcused voluntary G1bs8nc1:: ot tile c:Ji1ld <Jn 10 

or more days or parts of days within a sj x-month period [ 1:H tl=n t:c' Cl: 

Iflore d a y s o r par ts of days ~Hlh ln d f uu1 -\JCC: li fJ<:riodl ttorn schuul 

without the consent of the child's pa1ent, managing c.onst>1vato1, or 

guardjan ; 

11 (3) the voluntary absence of the child from the ch.ild 1 s 

12 home w ithout the consent of Lne child's parent , manC29jn9 

13 co nservator , or gua1 d ian for a substantial len<:Jth of tim~ or 

14 without intent to return ; 

15 (4) conduct that violates tlit> l<..ws of tl1i5 state 

16 prohibiting driving while intoxicated ot unde1 tile iniluenct: of 

17 i n tox1cating l iquor (first or second ofrense) ot driving wh1le 

18 under th~ influence of any narcotic d1uy or of any otht:1 drug Lo a 

19 degree that renders the ch i ld incapable of safely d .rivin<J a vehicle:! 

20 (first" or second offense) ; 01 

21 (5) conduct that evidences a clear and substant Ldl 

22 intent to engage in any behavior described by Subd1 v Lsions ( 1) - ( 4) . 

2 3 SECTION 29 . Sect ion 26 . 045 ( d) , Gover nm en l Code , is amend~d 

24 to read as follows : 

25 (d) A county court in a county w1th a populatJan of 1.75 

26 million or more has original Jurisdiction over CdSes allt>ging a 

27 vjolati.on of Section 25 . 093 [0 1 25 . 0'::MJ , Education Code , or 
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1 alleging truant conduct under Section 65.003(a), Family Cod(' . 

2 SECTION 30 . Section 29 . 003(1) , Government Code, is arnend~d 

3 to read as follows: 

4 (i) A municipality may enter into an uyreement witt1 a 

5 contiguous municipality or a municipality with boundar 1e s that are 

6 within one-half mile of the municipality seeking lo ~nt~r into the 

7 agreement to establish concu1rent Jurisdiction ot the mun1civaJ 

8 courts in the municipalities and provide oriqinal iurisdiction to a 

9 municipal court in which a case is brought as lf ttH:' municipaJ court 

10 were located in the municipality in which the case Jrose, [or: 

11 (1) all cases i n which either municipality hds 

12 j ur isdict ion under Subsection (a) ; and 

13 ( 2) cases that ar lSe under Section d21. 022, Heal th ancJ 

14 Safety Code, or Section 65.001(a) 125 . 09'1], fdmily [:l'.ctucctlionl 

15 Code. 

16 SECTION 31. Subtitle B, 'J'ltle 2, Govf;:.'lfllnt-nt Codi= , i s 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

amended by adding Chapter 36 to read as foJlow5: 

CHAPTER 36. JUDICIAL DONATl ON 1'HUS'l' FUNDS 

Sec. 36 . 001. ESTABLJ SHMEN1' OF TRUS'l' r UNDS . (a) The 

governing body of a municipal1ty or rhe commissioners court of a 

county may establish a judicial donation trust fund as a separate 

account held outside the municipal or count y treasury to be used in 

accordance with this chapter . 

(b) The governing body of a mun i. c i pa 1 l t y or th~ 

commissioners court of a county may accept a gift, yrant, donation, 

26 or other consideration from a public or privc,11'.e source thdt l.S 

27 designated for the judicial dona Lion trust fund. 
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] {c) Money received under Subsection (b) shall be depos1ted 

2 in the judicial donation trust fund and may only be disbursed in 

3 accordance with this chapter . 

4 (d) Interest and income from the assE:!ts ot t-he JU<l idciJ 

5 donation trust fund shall be c1edited to and dt-positect in rite rru s t 

6 fund. 

7 Sec. 36.002. PROCEDURES AND FLIGIB1Ll'l'Y. 'l'ilt> govet ninq 

8 body of a rnunjcipality or the comm1sstoners court 01 .;i counLy shall : 

9 (1) adopt the proc edutl"S ne(.;~ssaty to 'l't·~e1ve .:ind 

10 disburse money from the judicia.1 d()natrnn t:rusl fund u11del'. Lili~ 

11 chapter; and 

12 ( 2) establish eligibility rt-yuirements f ot 

]3 disbursement of money under this chapter to assist needy childr~n 

14 or families who appear before a county , justice, or municipal couLt 

15 for a criminal offense or truant conduct , a pp 1 i cab J e , by 

16 providing money for resources and services that elimina~~ ba1r1ers 

17 to school attendance or that seek lo pt event c r j mi na J behav io1 . 

18 Sec. 36 . 003. USE OF FUNDS lN ACCOUNT. (ciJ The judye of a 

19 county, justice, or mun icipal court, in acco1c.lc1nct- w1th Section 

20 36.002, may award money from a judiciaJ don.Hir,n trust fund 

21 established under Section 36.001 to eligible childr~n or families 

22 who appear before the court for a truancy or curf~w v1olJt1on ur in 

23 another misdemeanor offense proceed i nq before the court . 

24 (b) A judge of a county, justice, or municipal court ffidY 

25 order the municipal or county tredsurer to issue payment from the 

26 j ud ic Lal donation trust fund for money awarded under this sect ion . 

27 SECTION 32. Section 54 . 1172 (a) , Government Code, is amended 
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1 to read as follows: 

2 (a) The county judge may appoint one or more part-time ur 

3 full-time magistrates to hear a ffidtter alleging a violation of 

4 Section 25.093 [or 25 . 0941 , Education Codt- , ot aJleq1r1q truant 

5 conduct under Section 65 . 003(a) , .Famjly Code. 

6 SEC'l'lON 33 . Section 54 . 1952(a), Government Code , is amfo'n<lttl 

7 to read as follows: 

8 (a) The county j udge may appoint one ur mar~ part-tJme or 

9 full - time magistrates to hear a mattt!r alleging a violation oi-

10 Section 25 . 093 [or 25 . 0941, Education Code , 01 allE:·ying t.rudnt 

ll conduc t under Section 65 . 00J(a), Family Code , relerred to the 

12 magistrate by a court having jurisdiction over Lhe matt: er . 

J 3 SEC'I'ION 34 . Sect ion 54 . 1955 , Government· Code , i s c:1me ndf:'cl to 

14 read as follows : 

15 Sec. 54 . 1955 . POWERS . (a) t;xcept as J imited by an orc1tt ot 

16 the county judge, a magistrate appointed under this sul>Chd.ptet nidy: 

17 (1) conduct heal ings; 

18 (2) hear evidence; 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 case ; 

24 

25 

( 3) issue summons for the appear crnce of witnesses; 

(4) examine witnesses; 

(5) s wear witnesses for hearings; 

(6) recommend rulings or orders or a judgment in a 

(7) regulate proceedings in a headng; 

(8) accept a plea of guilty or nolo conlendere in a 

26 case alleging a violation of Section 25 . 093 [ol 25.0941, Education 

2 7 Code , and assess a fine or court costs or order corru11un it y service in 
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1 satisfaction of a fine or costs in acco1danct:! with Attit.:lt- 45 . 049 , 

2 Code of Criminal Procedure ; 

3 (9) for a violalion of Section 25.093 , Educ.:otion Cod1:· 1 

4 enter an order suspending a se ntenc~ 01 d~fcrring a final 

5 disposition that includes at least one of the requirements listed 

6 in Article 45.051, Code of Criminal Proct:dure; 

7 ( 10) tor an uncontested adjud icat i.on of tt uanr conduct 

8 under Section 65.003, Family Code , accept a plea to the petition or 

9 a st:ipulation of evidence , and take any otht"r ctcl.ion auLhudzed 

10 under Chapte1 65, famjly Code; and 

11 (li) perform any acr and tctke any mectsute necessary 

12 and proper for the efficient performance of th(:: dutle8 requ1r~d by 

13 the referral order, including the entry of an ordi::-r thut includes dt 

14 le as t one of the rem ea i a 1 opt i on s [ r e qui I e RW 11 rs J in s ~ 1 t i o n 6 s . l O 3 , 

15 family Code (Article 45.054 1 Code of CrinHAdl l'rocedu101 dAd 

16 [ ( 11) if the ma9J strate findli thdt cl cluld au dei :l:neu 

17 by Article 45 . 058 , Code of Cr111unal P<oce:dure , has 'l.':i:ulaLeJ an 

18 order under Article 45.054 7 Code of CrinH11dl P1ocedurt 1 tJl'.utH::t:d dl::i 

19 author i;oed by Article 4 5 , 050 1 Code of Cr iR1,;..nal P:1: o ceddtt J . 

20 (b) With respect to an issue of lciw or fact t11e ruling on 

21 whjch could resu.lt in the dismissdl of a p1osecut.ion under Sect1on 

22 25.093 [or 25.0941, Education Code , or a case of L1uanL conduct 

23 under Section 65.003, Family Code, a magistrate may not rule on the 

24 issue but may make findings, conclusions , and recummendalions on 

25 the issue. 

26 SECTION 35. Section 54 . 1956, Government Code , is amended to 

27 read as follows: 
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1 Sec. 54. 1956. NOT GUILTY PLEA EN'I'EHEO OR DENIAL OF ALLEGED 

2 CONDUC'T'. ill On entry of a not guilty plea for a violalion of 

3 Section 25. 093, Educat j on Code, the magistrate shalJ ref er lhe case 

4 back to the referring court for all further pretrial proceedings 

5 and a full trial on the merits before the cou1t 01 a jury . 

6 (b) On denial by a child of truant conduct , as defined by 

7 Section 65.003(a), Family Code, the magistrate shul1 refe1 t-he cAse 

8 to the appropriate truancy court for adjudica.tion. 

9 SECTION 36. Section 71 . 0352, Government Code , js amended to 

lO read as follows: 

11 Sec . 71. 0352. JUVENlLE DATA [fM.!l!.B. J : JUSTICE, MUN1 C !PAL, 

12 AND TRUANCY [JUVENILE] COURTS. As a com~>Onent of the offiCid) 

13 monthly report submitted to the Office of Cou1t Ad1ninistration of 

14 the Texas Judicial System: 

15 ( 1) ~justice court, [..a-00] municipal court , or truancy 

16 court [ cou1 ts] shall report the number of cases f lJ ed for l~ 

17 follo\1ing offences]: 

18 (A) truant conduct under Section 65 . 00J(a) , 

19 Family Code [failure to attbnd school under Section 25.094, 

20 EduGation CodeJ; 

21 (B) the offense of parent contributjng to 

22 nonattendance under Section 25. 093, Education Code; and 

23 (C) a violation of a local daytime curtew 

24 ordinance adopted under Section 341. 905 or 351. 90 3, 1.ocaJ 

25 Government Code; and 

26 ( 2) in cases in which a child Eails to obey an order of 

27 a justice court, [~]municipal court, or truancy court under 
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1 circumstances that would consLitut~ contempt of court , Lhe iusticl.:' 

2 court , [e-r-J municipal court, or truancy cou1t shalJ report lhE: 

3 number of i n cidents in which the child is: 

4 (A) referred to the apµro~riate 1uven1le court 

5 for delinquent conduct as prov1ded by Article 45 . 0SO(c) ( l ) , Code of 

6 Criminal Procedure , or [~] Section 65 . 251 l5Lu.,qa) (.:!J l, FamiJy 

7 Code ; or 

8 (8) held in contempt, fined, or denied d1iviny 

9 privileges as provided by Article 45 . 050(c)(2), Code of Crim1ndl 

10 Procedure , ox Section 65 . 251 , Family Code . 

11 SECTION 37 . Sec t ion 102 . 021 , Government Codt, is dmended to 

12 read as follows: 

13 Sec . 102 . 02]. COUR'J' COS'I'S ON CONVIC'I'ION : CODE OF Cl<IMlNAI. 

]4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

PROCEDUHE . A person convicLed of an offeni::ie sha.11 P<.JY lh1:: fuJJowinq 

under lhe Code of Criminal P1ocedure, 1n addition to all otht•r 

costs : 

(1) court cost on conviction of d.rty offen!>e , oLhec 

than a conviction of an offense relating to a pedestrian or the 

parking of a motor vehiclt' (Art . 102 . 0045 , Code of crlm1ndl 

Procedure) $4 ; 

21 (2 ) a fee for services of ptosecutor (Art . 102 . 008 , 

22 Code of Criminal Procedur e) . . . $25 ; 

23 (3) fees fo.r services of pedce officer : 

24 (A) issuing a written notice to appear in court 

25 for certain violations (Art . 102 . 011 , Cudu of CriminJJ Procedure) 

26 . $5; 

27 ( B) executing or pr oc~ss inq an is!:>ued ax r o:.:s t 
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1 warrant , cap1as , or capias pro fine (Art . 102 . 011, Code of Criminal 

2 Procedure) .. . $50; 

3 (C) summoning a witness (Arl. 102.011, Code of 

4 Criminal Procedure) . . . $5; 

5 (D) serving a writ not otherwise listed (Art. 

6 10 2 . 0 l l , Code of Cr im in a 1 Pr o c e du r e ) . $ 3 5 ; 

7 (E) taking and approving a bond and, if 

8 necessary , returning the bond to courthouse (Art. 102.011, Code of 

9 Criminal Procedure) ... $10 ; 

10 (F) comm itment or release tl\rl . 102 . 011 , Code of 

11 Crirnindl Procedure) ... $5; 

12 (G) summoning a jury (l\rt. 102.0ll , Code of 

13 Criminal Procedure) . . . $5; 

14 ( H) attendance of a pr 1 soner L 11 habt.is corpus 

15 case if prisoner has been remanded to custody or lield to bai] tA1 t. 

16 102 . 011, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $8 each day; 

17 (I) mileage for certa1n services performed (Art. 

18 102 . 011 , Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . $0. 29 per mile; and 

19 (J) services of a sheriff or constable who setV(:S 

20 process and attends e xamining trial in cerLa1n cctses (/\rt . J02 . 0ll , 

2 1 Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . not to exceed $5 ; 

22 (4) services of a peace officer in conveying a witness 

2 3 outs id e the county ( Art . lo 2 . 01 l , code of Cr l min cd .P t o c e du r e ) . 

24 $10 per day or part of a day, plus aclual necessary L rdveJ ex_flenses; 

25 (5) overtime of peace officer for tun~ spenl 

26 teslifying in the trial or traveling to or from testifyiny in the 

27 trial (Art . 102 . 011 , Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . actual cost; 
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1 (6) court costs on an offens~ ielatLng to rulf:s of th~ 

2 road, when offense occurs with in a school c r os::; i ny L:one (Art . 

3 102.014, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $25; 

4 (7) court costs on an offense of passing a school bu~ 

5 (Art. 102.014, Code of Crim1nal Procedure> ... $2~; 

6 {8) court costs on an offense of patt:'nt. contxibut:tng 

7 to student nonattendance [tr uanc;• or contributing to LI uancy J (I\ r L. 

8 102.014, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $20 ; 

9 (9) cost for visual recording of ir1tox1c.:H1on drr.est 

10 before convict1on (Art . 102.018, Code of Criminal Proc::edure) ... 

11 $15; 

12 (10) cost of certain evaluations (A1t . 102.018, Code 

13 of Ct1minal Procedure) ... actual cost; 

14 (J L) additional costs attendant to certai.n 

15 int ox i cat ion conv 1 ct ions under Cn.3pt er 4 9, Pendl Code , for 

16 emergency medical services , trauma fac1lities, dnd I tduma ca1e 

17 systems (Art . 102.0185, Code of Criminal Proct:'du1e) . $JOO; 

18 (12) additionaJ costs attend.:rnt to CL'r'lc1in cld1d 

19 sexual assault and related convictions, fur child dbus~ prevention 

20 programs (Art . 102 . 0186 , Code of Criminal f'tocedure) . $100; 

21 (13) court cost for DNA testing for certaln felonies 

22 (Art. 102 . 020(a) ( 1), Code of Criminal Procedure) . . $2::00; 

23 (14) court cost for DNA testing for the offense of 

24 public lewdness or indecent exposure <Art. 102.020(a) (2), Code of 

25 Criminal Procedure) . . . $50; 

26 (15) court cost for DNA testing for certdin felonies 

27 (Art. 102.020(a) (3), Code of Criminal Procedu1e) ... $34 ; 
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(16) if required by the court, a restitution fee fo1 

2 costs incurred in collecting restitution jnstallments and for the 

3 compensation to victims 0£ er ime fu.nd (Art. 42. 03 7, Code of 

4 Criminal Procedure) . $12; 

5 (17) if directed by the justice of the peace or 

6 municipal court judge hearing the case, court costs on conviction 

7 in a criminal action (Art. 45 . 041, Code of Criminal Procedure) 

8 . . . part or all of the costs as directed by the judge; and 

9 ( 18) costs attendant to convictic1ns undE:r Chapter 49, 

10 Penal Code , and under Chapter 481, Heal th and Safety Code, to he 1p 

11 fund drug court programs established under Chapter 122, 123, 124, 

12 or 125, Government Code, or former law (Art. J02.0178 1 Code of 

13 Criminal Pr.ocedure) . . . $60. 

14 SECTION 38. Sect ion 103. 021, Govern.men t Code, ts arnend~d t t) 

15 read as fallows: 

16 Sec. 103. 021. ADDITIONAL FEES AND COSTS IN CH1 M1 NAL OH. 

17 CIVIL CASES: CODE OF CRIMINAL P~OCEDURE. An accused or det endant, 

18 or a party to a civil suit, as applicable, shall pay the following 

19 fees and costs under the Code of Criminal Procedure if orde r ed by 

20 the court or otherwise required: 

21 (1) a personal bond fee (Art. 17.42, Code of Criminal 

22 Procedure) . the greater of $20 or three p~rcent of the amount 

23 of the bail fixed for the accused; 

24 (2) cost of electronic monitoring as a condition of 

25 release on personal bond (Art. 17.43, Code of Criminal Procedure) 

26 

27 

actual cost ; 

(3) a fee for verification of and monLtoring of motor 
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1 vehicJe ignition interlock (Art. 17.441, Cod~ of Criminal 

2 Procedure) ... not to exceed $10; 

3 (3-a) costs associated wil:h operating a global 

4 posi tioning monitoring system as a condition of release on bond 

5 (Arl. l7 .49(b)(2) , Code of Criminal Procedure) ... actual costs, 

6 subject to a determination of ind i gency; 

7 ( 3-b) costs associated w 1 lh p1 ov idiny a dtf endant ' s 

8 victim with an electronic receptor devict' <1s a condition of the 

9 def end an t ' s r e le as e on bond ( Ar t. l 7 . 4 9 ( b ) ( 3 ) , Code o f Cr i m i 11 a. L 

10 Proced ur e) ... actual costs, sul>jecl to a clete1m1nation of 

ll indigency; 

12 

13 

( 4 ) repayment of reward µaid by a crime 

organization on conviction of a felony (Art. 37 . 073, 

14 Criminal Procedure) ... amount ordered ; 

stoppers 

Code of 

15 (5) reimbursement to yeneral rev<::nue tuna for payment~ 

16 made to victim of an offense as condition of <.:ommurdty supervision 

17 (Art. 42 . 12, Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . not: to exceed $50 for 

18 a m Lsdemeano r offense or S 100 for a felony off enst'; 

19 (6) payment to a crime stoppers organizdtion as 

20 condition of community supervision (Art. 42.12, Code of Criminal 

21 Procedure) not to ex ceed $50; 

22 (7) children's advocacy center fee (Art. 42 . 12 , Code 

23 of Criminal Procedure) .. . not to exct:ed $50; 

24 (8) family violence cenler fee (A1t. 42.12, Code of 

25 Criminal Procedure} .. . $100; 

26 (9) community supervision fee (Art. -1:l.J2, Code of 

27 Criminal Procedure) not less than $25 or more than S60 p er 
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1 month; 

2 (10) additional community supervision fte for certa1n 

3 offenses (Art. 42. 12 I Code of Criminal Procedu r i:) $5 ve r 

4 month; 

5 (11) for certain financially able sex offend~rs as a 

6 condition of community supervision, the costs of tteatrnent, 

7 specialized supervision, or r~habilitation (Art. 4.2.12, Code ot 

8 Criminal Procedure) all or parl of the reaso11able and 

9 necessary costs of the treatment, supervision, or rehab i.11tat ion a~ 

10 determj ned by the judge; 

11 (12) fee for failure to appear for tr1cd in Cl -just1c(;;' 

12 or municLpal court if a jury trial is nol waived (Art. 45.026, Code 

13 of Criminal Procedure) costs incur 1 ed for i mpane 1 ing Hw 

l4 jury; 

15 {13) costs of certain test iny, ass~ssments , or 

16 programs during a deferral period (Art. 45 . 051, Co<ie of CrimLnal 

17 Procedure) .. . amount ordered ; 

18 ( 14) special expense on d 1 smlssctl of cer t din 

19 misdemeanor complaints (Art. 45.051, Code of Crim1ndl Procedure) 

20 . . . not to exceed amount of £ ine assessed; 

21 (15) an additional fee: 

22 (A) for a copy of the defendant's driving recorJ 

23 to be requested from the Department of Public Safety by the judge 

24 (Art. 45 . 0Sll(c-l), Code of Criminal Procedure) ... amount equal 

2 5 to the sum of the fee established by Sect j on 521. 048, 

26 Transportation Code , and the state electronic Internet portal fee; 

27 (B) as an administrative fee fot requestin<J a 
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1 driving safety course or a course under 1-ht- moLorcycle operator 

2 training and safety program for certa1n traff 1c offenses to cover 

3 the cost of administering the article (Art. 45.051l(f) (1), Code of 

4 Criminal Procedure) . .. not to exceed $10; or 

5 (C) for requesttng a dr1v1ng sctfety ~ou1se or a 

6 course under the motorcycle operator training and sdfety program 

7 before the final disposition of th~ case (Art. 45.0Sll(f) (2) , Code 

8 of Criminal Procedure) . . . not to exceed the maximum amount of the 

9 fine for the offense committed by the defendant; 

10 (16) a request fee for teen cou1t prog1am (Art. 

11 45.052, Code of Criminal Procedure) $2U , if tne court 

12 ordering the fee is located in the 'l'exas-Lou1s1cJna border regjon, 

13 but otherwise not to exceed $10; 

14 (17) a fee to cover costs of required duties of te~n 

15 court (Art. 45 . 052 , Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $20 , if tht> 

16 court ordering the fee is located in t:he Texas-Lou i~i.a11a border 

17 region, but otherwise $10; 

18 (18) a mileage fee for officer performiny c.;e1 t.ain 

19 services (Art. 102 . 001, Code of CrJminal Procedure) ... $0 . 15 per 

20 mile; 

21 (19) c~rtified mailing of notice or hearing date (Art. 

2 2 102. 006, Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . $ L, pl us postage; 

23 (20) certified mailing of ce1tlf1ed copies of an order 

24 of expunction (Art. 102 . 006, Code of CrimJnal Ptocedure) . . $2 , 

2 5 plus post age; 

2 6 ( 2 0-a ) a f e e to def ray the cost o f not if y i n g stat e 

27 agencies of orders of expungement (Art . 45.0216, Codt" oE Criminal 
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Pro c e du r e ) . . . $ 3 0 per ai;> p 1 i cat 1 on ; 

((20 b) a fee to defray Lhe cost el not1fy±ng stdle 

agencies of orders of expunction (Att. 45 . 0SS, Co~t ot Criminal 

Procedure) , , $30 per application, I 

(21) sjght orders: 

(A) if the face amount of the check or sight urdi:>t 

does not exceed $10 (Art . 102 . 007 , Code of C1 im1nal Proceduud 

. . . not to exceed $10; 

( B) if the face amount of the check or sight order 

is greater than $10 but does not exceed $JOO (Art. 102.007, Code of 

Criminal Procedure) . . not to exceed $15; 

( C) if the face amount o E the ch~ck or Sl.ght order 

is greater than $100 but does not exceed $300 (Art. 102.007 , Code of 

C r imin al Pr o c e du r e ) . . . not t o ex c e e d $ 3 0 ; 

( D) if the face amount of the check or sight order 

is greater than $300 but does not exceed $500 (Art . 102.007, Code of 

Criminal Procedure) . . not to exceed $50; and 

(E) if the face amount of the check tH sight order 

is greater than $500 (Art. 102.007, Code of C'rim1naJ P1ocedure) 

. . . not to exceed $75 ; 

( 2 2 ) fees for a pre t r i al inter vent ion !H og r am : 

22 (A) a supervision fee (Art. L02.0J2(a), Code ot 

23 Cr irninal Procedure) . . $60 a month plus expenses; and 

24 (B) a district attorney, crimjnal district 

25 attorney, or county attorney administrative fee (Art . l02.0121 , 

26 Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . not to exceed $ 500 ; 

27 (23) parking fee vioJat ions for ch1Jd safety fund in 
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municipal ities with populations: 

(A) greater than 850 , 000 (Art. 102.014, CodE:' of 

Criminal Procedure) . . . not less t hdn $2 and not. to exceed $ 5; and 

(B) less than 850 , 000 (Art . lOL . 0 14, Code of 

Criminal Procedure) ... not to e x ceed$~ ; 

(24) an administr aL1ve tee for col1ecl1on oE tines, 

fees , restitution, or other costs (~rt . 102 . 072 , Code of C11minal 

Procedure) not to exceed $2 fot each tran~d'-t ton; and 

( 2 5) a collection fee , if c.1ulhor1z.<-•d by th.;.: 

<; o mm is s ion e r s co u r t of a co u n t y or t he gov e r n i n g body of a 

municipality, for certain debts C:tnd dCcount s r ece Lvdble , includi11 g 

unpaid fines , fees, court costs , fo1teited bond3 , and restitution 

ordered paid (Art. 103.0031 , Code of CriminaJ Procedure) ... 30 

percent of a n amount more than 60 days past due . 

SECTION 39. Subchapter B, Chapter lOJ, Gov~rnment coae , is 

amended by adding Section 103.0 35 lo read as follows: 

Sec. 103 . 035 . ADDITIONAL COSTS IN TRUANCY CASES : FAM 1 I.Y 

18 CODE. A party to a truancy case in a truancy court shcil1 pay court 

19 cos t s of $50 under Section 65.107, Family Code , if ordered by the 

20 truancy c ourt. 

2 l SEC'"PION 40. Sect ion 81 . 032 , Local Gover nm E!n r Code, is 

22 amended to r eaa as follows: 

23 Sec . 81 . 032 . ACCEPTANCE OF DONA'J' lONS AND BEQUESTS . Tht:: 

24 commissioners court may accept a gift , gran t, donatjon , b~quesl , 01 

25 devise of money or other prope rty on behalf of the c..ounty , includiny 

26 a donation under Chapter 36 , Governm~nt Code , for Lhe putpose of 

27 performing a fu nction conferred by law on the coun1·y or a county 
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1 officer. 

SECTION 41. '!'he fol lowing laws are repealed: 2 

3 (1) Articles 45 . 054 and 45.055, Code of Criminal 

4 Procedure; 

5 (2) Sections 25 .094 and 25.0916(d), Education Code; 

6 and 

7 (3) Sections 51 . 0J(d), (e-1) , and (g), 51.04(h), 

8 51.08(e), 54.021, 54.0402, 54.041(f) and Cy) , and 54 . 05(a-l), 

9 Family Code . 

10 SECTION 42. The changes in law made by this Act apply only 

11 to an offense committed or conduct that occurs on or cit ter tht 

12 effective date of this Act. An offense committed or conduct that· 

13 occurs before the effective date of Lhis Act is governed by the Jaw 

14 in effect on the date the offense was comrnitt~d or th~ conduct 

15 occurred, and the former law is continued in effect for that 

16 purpose. r'or purposes of this section, an offense is committed or 

17 conduct occurs before the effective date of this Act if any element 

18 of the offense or conduct occurs before that date. 

1 9 SECT I 0 N 4 3 . 'I' o the ex tent of any con f 1 j c t , L h i s Ac t p r e v c.i i ls 

20 over another Act of the 84th Legislature, Regular S~ssion, 2015, 

21 relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections in endcted 

22 codes . 

23 SECTION 44. This Act takes effect SepLembt'r J, 2015. 

84R33873 ADM-0 77 



HOUSE VERSION 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 
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SECTION I. Article 4. l 4(g), Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(g) A municipality may enter into an agreement with a 
contiguous municipality or a municipality with boundaries 
that are within one-half mile of the municipality seeking to 
enter into the agreement to establish concurrent jurisdiction of 
the municipal courts in the municipalities and provide original 
jurisdiction to a municipal court in which a case is brought as 
if the municipal court were located in the municipality in 
which the case arose, for: 
( 1) all cases in which either municipality has jurisdiction 
under Subsection (a); and 
(2) cases that arise under Section 82 I .022, Health and Safety 
Code[, er Seetien 25.094, EaueatieA Ceae]. 

SECTION 2. Articles 45.0216(t) and (g), Code of Criminal 
Procedure, are amended to read as follows: 
(f) The court shall order the conviction, together with all 
complaints, verdicts, sentences, and prosecutorial and law 
enforcement records, and any other documents relating to the 
offense, expunged from the person's record if the court finds 
that: 
(1) for a person applying for the expunction of a conviction 
for an offense described by Section 8.07(a)(4) or (5), Penal 
Code, the person was not convicted of any other offense 
described by Section 8.07(a)(4) or (5), Penal Code, while the 
person was a child; and 
(2) for a person applying for the expunction of a conviction 
for an offense described by Section 43 .26 I, Penal Code. the 
person was not found to have engaged in conduct indicating a 
need for supervision described by Section 5 l .03(b)(7) 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION I. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 2. Same as Senate version. 
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SECTION 2. Subchapter B, Chapter 45, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, is amended by adding Article 45.0531 to read as 
follows: 

Art. 45.0531. DISMISSAL OF PARENT CONTRIBUTING 
TO NONATTENDANCE OR FAILURE TO ATTEND 
SCHOOL CHARGE. Notwithstanding any other law, a 
county, justice, or municipal court, at the court's discretion, 
may dismiss a charge against a defendant alleging the 
defendant committed an offense under Section 25.093 or 
25.094, Education Code. if the court finds that a dismissal 
would be in the interest of justice because: 
(I) there is a low likelihood of recidivism by the defendant; 
or 
(2) sufficient justification exists for the failure to attend 
school. 

SECTION 3. Subchapter B, Chapter 45, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, is amended by adding Article 45.0541 to read as 
follows: 
Art. 45.0541. AUTOMATIC EXPUNCTION OF TRUANCY 
RECORDS. (a) In this article, "truancy offense" means an 
offense committed under Section 25.094, Education Code. 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33873 
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[51.03(0)(8)], Family Code, while the person was a child. 
(g) This article does not apply to any offense otherwise 
covered by: 
(1) Chapter I 06, Alcoholic Beverage Code; or 
(2) Chapter 161, Health and Safety Code[~ 
[(3) SeetieR 25.094, Ea1:1eati0R Ceae]. 

SECTION 3. Subchapter B, Chapter 45, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, is amended by adding Articles 45.0531 and 
45.0541 to read as follows: 

Art. 45.0531. DISMISSAL OF PARENT CONTRIBUTING 
TO NONATTENDANCE CHARGE. Notwithstanding any 
other law. a county, justice. or municipal court. at the court's 
discretion, may dismiss a charge against a defendant alleging 
the defendant committed an offense under Section 25.093, 
Education Code, if the court finds that a dismissal would be in 
the interest of justice because: 

(I) there is a low likelihood of recidivism by the defendant; 
or 
(2) sufficient justification exists for the failure to attend 
school. 

SECTION 3. 

Art. 45.0541. EXPUNCTION OF FAILURE TO ATTEND 
SCHOOL RECORDS. (a) In this article, "truancy offense" 
means an offense committed under the former Section 25.094. 

2 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 3. Subchapter B, Chapter 45, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, is amended by adding Articles 45.0531 and 
45.0541 to read as follows: 

Art. 45.0531. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 3. 

Art. 45.0541. Same as Senate version except does not include 
the requirement/or the court to inform the individual of the 
expunction by sending a notice to the individual's last 
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(b) An individual who has been convicted of a truancy 
offense or has had a complaint for a truancy offense dismissed 
is entitled to have the conviction or complaint and records 
relating to the conviction or complaint automatically 
expunged. 
(c) The court in which the individual was convicted or a 
complaint for a truancy offense was filed shall order the 
conviction, complaints, verdicts, sentences, and other 
documents relating to the offense, including any documents in 
the possession of a school district or law enforcement agency, 
to be expunged from the individual's record. After entry of 
the order, the individual is released from all disabilities 
resulting from the conviction or complaint, and the conviction 
or complaint may not be shown or made known for any 
purpose. The court shall inform the individual of the 
expunction. 

No equivalent provision. 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33873 
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(b) An individual who has been convicted of a truancy 
offense or has had a complaint for a truancy offense dismissed 
is entitled to have the conviction or complaint and records 
relating to the conviction or complaint expunged. 

(c) Regardless of whether the individual has filed a petition 
{or expunction, the court in which the individual was 
convicted or a complaint for a truancy offense was filed shall 
order the conviction, complaints, verdicts, sentences. and 
other documents relating to the offense, including any 
documents in the possession of a school district or law 
enforcement agency. to be expunged from the individual's 
record. After entry of the order, the individual is released 
from all disabilities resulting from the conviction or 
complaint, and the conviction or complaint may not be shown 
or made known for any purpose. The court shall inform the 
individual of the expunction bv sending a notice to the 
individual's last known address. 

SECTION 4. Article 45.056(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, 
as amended by Chapters 1213 (S.B. 1419) and 1407 (S.B. 
393), Acts of the 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, is 
reenacted and amended to read as follows: 
(a) On approval of the commissioners court, city council, 
school district board of trustees, juvenile board, or other 
appropriate authority, a county court, justice court, municipal 
court, school district, juvenile probation department, or other 
appropriate governmental entity may: 
( 1) employ a case manager to provide services in cases 
involving juvenile offenders who are before a court consistent 

3 
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known address. 

SECTION 4. Same as Senate version. 

15.148.494 



HOUSE VERSION 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 
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with the court's statutory powers or referred to a court by a 
school administrator or designee for misconduct that would 
otherwise be within the court's statutory powers prior to a case 
being filed, with the consent of the juvenile and the juvenile's 
parents or guardians; 
(2) employ one or more juvenile case managers who: 
(A) shall assist the court in administering the court's juvenile 
docket and in supervising the court's orders in juvenile cases; 
and 
(8) may provide: 
(i) prevention services to a child considered at risk of entering 
the juvenile justice system; and 
(ii) intervention services to juveniles engaged in misconduct 
before cases are filed , excluding traffic offenses; or 
(3) agree in accordance with Chapter 791, Government Code, 
with any appropriate governmental entity to jointly employ a 
case manager or to jointly contribute to the costs of a case 
manager employed by one governmental entity to provide 
services described by Subdivisions ( 1) and (2). 

SECTION 5. Article 102.014(d), Code of Criminal 
Procedure, is amended to read as follows: 
(d) A person convicted of an offense under Section 25 .093 [0F 
~],Education Code, shall pay as taxable court costs $20 
in addition to other taxable court costs. The additional court 
costs under this subsection shall be collected in the same 
manner that other fines and taxable court costs in the case are 
collected. 

SECTION 6. (a) Section 7.111 (a), Education Code, as 

4 
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SECTION 5. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 6. Same as Senate version. 
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amended by Chapters 339 (H.B. 2058) and 1217 (S.B. 1536), 
Acts of the 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, is 
reenacted to read as follows: 
(a) The board shall provide for the administration of high 
school equivalency examinations. 
(b) Section 7 .111 ( a-1 ), Education Code, is amended to 
conform to the amendment of Section 7 .111 (a), Education 
Code, by Chapter 1217 (S.B. 1536), Acts of the 83rd 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, and is further amended to 
read as follows: 
( a-1) A person who does not have a high school diploma may 
take the examination in accordance with rules adopted by the 
board if the person is: 
(I) over 17 years of age; 
(2) 16 years of age or older and: 
(A) is enrolled in a Job Corps training program under the 
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. Section 280 I et 
seq.), and its subsequent amendments; 
(B) a public agency providing supervision of the person or 
having custody of the person under a court order recommends 
that the person take the examination; or 
(C) is enrolled in the Texas Military Department's [adjutaAt 
geAeral's ae13artrAeAt1s] Seaborne ChalleNGe Corps; or 
(3) required to take the examination under a court order 
issued under Section 65. l 03(a)(3), Family Code. 

SECTION 7. Section 25.085, Education Code, is amended by 
amending Subsections (b), (e), and (f) and adding Subsections 
(g) and (h) to read as follows: 
(b) Unless specifically exempted by Section 25.086, a child 
who is at least six years of age, or who is younger than six 

5 
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SECTION 7. Same as Senate version. 
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years of age and has previously been enrolled in first grade, 
and who has not yet reached the child's 19th [+8th] birthday 
shall attend school. 
(e) A person who voluntarily enrolls in school or voluntarily 
attends school after the person's 19th [+8th] birthday shall 
attend school each school day for the entire period the 
program of instruction is offered. A school district may 
revoke for the remainder of the school year the enrollment of 
a person who has more than five absences in a semester that 
are not excused under Section 25.087, except a school district 
may not revoke the enrollment of a person under this 
subsection on a day on which the person is physically present 
at school. A person whose enrollment is revoked under this 
subsection may be considered an unauthorized person on 
school district grounds for purposes of Section 3 7 .107. 
(f) The board of trustees of a school district may adopt a 
policy requiring a person described by Subsection (e) who is 
under 21 years of age to attend school until the end of the 
school year. Section 65 .00J(a), Family Code, does not apply 
[25.Q94 applies] to a person subject to a policy adopted under 
this subsection. Sections 25.093 and 25 .095 do not apply to 
the parent of a person subject to a policy adopted under this 
subsection. 
(g) After the third unexcused absence of a person described 
by Subsection (e), a school district shall issue a warning letter 
to the person that states the person's enrollment may be 
revoked for the remainder of the school year if the person has 
more than five unexcused absences in a semester. 
(h) As an alternative to revoking a person's enrollment under 
Subsection (e), a school district may impose a behavior 
improvement plan described by Section 25.0915(a-l)(I). 

6 
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SECTION 8. Sections 25.091(a) and (b), Education Code, are 
amended to read as follows: 
(a) A peace officer serving as an attendance officer has the 
following powers and duties concerning enforcement of 
compulsory school attendance requirements: 
( l) to investigate each case of a violation of compulsory 
school attendance requirements referred to the peace officer; 
(2) to enforce compulsory school attendance requirements by: 
(A) applying truancy prevention measures adopted under 
Section 25.0915 to the student; and 
(8) if the truancy prevention measures fail to meaningfully 
address the student's conduct: 
(i) referring the student to a truancy court [j1:1¥eRile ee1:1rt er 
filiRg a eem13laiRt agaiRst the st1:1aeRt iR a ee1:1Rty, j1:1stiee, or 
m1:1Riei13al ee1:1rt] ifthe student has unexcused absences for the 
amount of time specified under Section 65.003Ca) (25.094 er 
1:1Raer SeetieR 51 .03(0)(2)), Family Code; or 
(ii) filing a complaint in a county, justice, or municipal court 
against a parent who violates Section 25 .093; 
(3) to serve court-ordered legal process; 
(4) to review school attendance records for compliance by 
each student investigated by the officer; 
(5) to maintain an investigative record on each compulsory 
school attendance requirement violation and related court 
action and, at the request of a court, the board of trustees of a 
school district, or the commissioner, to provide a record to the 
individual or entity requesting the record; and 
(6) to make a home visit or otherwise contact the parent of a 
student who is in violation of compulsory school attendance 
requirements, except that a peace officer may not enter a 
residence without the permission of the parent of a student 
required under this subchapter to attend school or of the tenant 
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or owner of the residence except to lawfully serve court­
ordered legal process on the parent[t-affEi 
[(7) te take a st1:1EleRt iAte et:tSteEly with the permissieR ef the 
Stl:IS0At's f)aF0At er iR ebeaieAG0 ta a G01:lrt 0FS0F0a legal 
preeess]. 
(b) An attendance officer employed by a school district who 
is not commissioned as a peace officer has the following 
powers and duties with respect to enforcement of compulsory 
school attendance requirements: 
(I) to investigate each case of a violation of the compulsory 
school attendance requirements referred to the attendance 
officer; 
(2) to enforce compulsory school attendance requirements by: 
(A) applying truancy prevention measures adopted under 
Section 25.0915 to the student; and 
(8) if the truancy prevention measures fail to meaningfully 
address the student's conduct: 
(i) referring the student to a truancy court [j1:1veAile eeurt er 
filiAg a eeFAplaiRt agaiAst the stuaeAt iA a e01:1Rt)', justiee, er 
muRieipal e01:1rt] if the student has unexcused absences for the 
amount of time specified under Section 65.003(a) [25.Q94 er 
uAEler SeetieA 5 l .Q3(b)(2)], Family Code; and 
(ii) filing a complaint in a county, justice, or municipal court 
against a parent who violates Section 25.093; 
(3) to monitor school attendance compliance by each student 
investigated by the officer; 
(4) to maintain an investigative record on each compulsory 
school attendance requirement violation and related court 
action and, at the request of a court, the board of trustees of a 
school district, or the commissioner, to provide a record to the 
individual or entity requesting the record; 
(5) to make a home visit or otherwise contact the parent of a 
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student who is in violation of compulsory school attendance 
requirements, except that the attendance officer may not enter 
a residence without permission of the parent or of the owner 
or tenant of the residence; and 
(6) at the request of a parent, to escort a student from any 
location to a school campus to ensure the student's compliance 
with compulsory school attendance requirements[t-aAEi 
[(7) if the atteRdanee offieer has or is iRformed of a eo1:1rt 
ordered legal flFOeess direetiRg that a st1:1deRt ee talE.eR iAto 
e1:1stody and the sehool diswiet eFRfllO)'iAg the effieer does Aot 
OFRflloy its owfl flOliee departFReAt, to eoAtaet the sheriff, 
eoAstaele, or a.Ry peaee offieer to reei1:1est that the stl:ldeAt ee 
takeR iAto e1:1stody and proeessed aeeordiAg to the legal 
f)roeess]. 

SECTION 9. Section 25.0915, Education Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 25 .0915. TRUANCY PREVENTION MEASURES[t 
REFERRAL Al'JD flbll'lG REQUIREME1'ff]. (a) A school 
district shall adopt truancy prevention measures designed to: 
(I) address student conduct related to truancy in the school 
setting before the student engages in conduct described by 
Section 65 .003(a), Family Code; and 
(2) minimize the need for referrals to truancy Um·eAile] court 
for conduct described by Section 65.003(a) [51.03(0)(2)], 
Family Code[t-af*i 
[(3) FRiAiFRize the filiAg of 00FRfllB:iAtS iA 60\:IRty, j1:1stiee, aAa 
FRl:!Aieiflal eo1:1rts allegiAg a violatioA ef 8eetioA 25.094 ]. 
(a-1) As a truancy prevention measure under Subsection (a), a 
school district shall take one or more of the following actions: 
(I) impose: 
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(A) a behavior improvement plan on the student that must be 
signed by an employee of the school, that the school district 
has made a good faith effort to have signed by the student and 
the student's parent or guardian. and that includes: 
{i) a specific description of the behavior that is required or 
prohibited for the student; 
(ii) the period for which the plan will be effective, not to 
exceed 45 school days after the date the contract becomes 
effective; or 
(iii) the penalties for additional absences, including additional 
disciplinary action or the referral of the student to a truancy 
court; or 
(B) school-based community service; or 
(2) refer the student to counseling, mediation, mentoring, a 
teen court program. community-based services, or other in­
school or out-of-school services aimed at addressing the 
student's truancy. 
(a-2) A referral made under Subsection (a- I )(2) may include 
participation by the child's parent or guardian if necessary. 
(a-3) A school district shall offer additional counseling to a 
student and may not refer the student to truancy court if the 
school determines that the student's truancy is the result of: 
( 1) pregnancy; 
(2) being in the state foster program; 
(3) homelessness; or 
( 4) being the principal income earner for the student's family. 
(a-4) If a student fails to attend school without excuse on 
three or more days or parts of days within a four-week period 
but does not fail to attend school for the time described by 
Section 25.0951 (a), the school district shall initiate truancy 
prevention measures under this section on the student. 
(b) Each referral to truancy Ut:tYeRile] court for conduct 
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described by Section 65.003(a) [5 l.03(e)(2)], Family Code, 
[er eemfJleint filed in eettnty, j ttstiee, er mttflieifJel ee1:1rt 
alleging a Yielatien by a st1:1deRt ef SeetieR 25.094] must: 
( l) be accompanied by a statement from the student's school 
certifying that: 
(A) the school applied the truancy prevention measures 
adopted under Subsection (a) or (a-4) to the student; and 
(B) the truancy prevention measures failed to meaningfully 
address the student's school attendance; and 
(2) specify whether the student is eligible for or receives 
special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29. 
(c) A truancy court shall dismiss a petition filed by a truant 
conduct prosecutor under Section 65.054, Family Code, if the 
court determines that the school district's referral: 
( 1) does [ eomplaint or referral made by a seheel distriet 
tinder this seetion that is] not comply [made in eefflplianee] 
with Subsection (b)~ 
(2) does not satisfy the elements required for truant conduct; 
(3) is not timely filed, unless the school district delayed the 
referral under Section 25.0951 (d); or 
(4) is otherwise substantively defective. 
(d) Except as provided by Subsection (e), a school district 
shall employ a truancy prevention facilitator or juvenile case 
manager to implement the truancy prevention measures 
required by this section and any other effective truancy 
prevention measures as determined by the school district or 
campus. At least annually, the truancy prevention facilitator 
shall meet to discuss effective truancy prevention measures 
with a case manager or other individual designated by a 
truancy court to provide services to students of the school 
district in truancy cases. 
(e) Instead of employing a truancy prevention facilitator, a 
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school district may designate an existing district employee or 
juvenile case manager to implement the truancy prevention 
measures required by this section and any other effective 
truancy prevention measures as determined by the school 
district or campus. 
CD The agency shall adopt rules: 
(I) creating minimum standards for truancy prevention 
measures adopted by a school district under this section; and 
(2) establishing a set of best practices for truancy prevention 
measures. 
(g) The agency shall adopt rules to provide for sanctions for a 
school district found to be not in compliance with this section. 

SECTION 10. Section 25.0916, Education Code, is amended 
by amending Subsections (a), (c), (f), (h), and (i) and adding 
Subsection ( c-1) to read as follows: 
(a) This section applies only to a county with two or more 
courts hearing truancy cases and two or more school districts[+ 
[( 1) with a tJOJHtlatioA greater thaA 1.5 millioA; aAd 
((2) that iAeltides at least: 
[(A) 15 sehool distriets with the majority of distriet territory 
iA the eot1Rty; aAd 
[(B) oAe sehool distriet with a sttideAt eRrollmeAt of 50,000 or 
tHore aAd aA aAAtial dropotit rate spaAAiAg grades 9 12 of at 
least frve pereeAt, eotHptited iA aeeordaAee witk standards aRd 
defiAitioAS adopted ey the NatioAal CeAter for edtieatioA 
Statisties of the UAited States DepartFReAt of edtieatioA]. 
(c) Unless the county has already adopted a uniform truancy 
policy under this section, not [Net] later than January 
[Septemeer] I, 2016 [~]. the county judge or the county 
judge's designee and the mayor of the municipality in the 
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county with the greatest population or the mayor's designee 
shall each appoint one member to serve on the committee as a 
representative of each of the following: 
(I) a juvenile[~] court; 
(2) a municipal court; 
(3) the office of a justice of the peace; 
( 4) the superintendent or designee of an independent school 
district; 
(5) an open-enrollment charter school, if one exists in the 
county; 
(6) the office of the prosecutor with original truancy 
jurisdiction in the county [elistriet atteme)·]; and 
(7) the general public. 
(c-1) In addition to the members listed in Subsection (c), the 
chief juvenile probation officer or the officer's designee serves 
on the committee. The county judge or the county judge's 
designee and the mayor of the municipality in the county with 
the greatest population or the mayor's designee may make 
additional appointments as needed. 
(t) Unless a county has already adopted a uniform truancy 
policy under this section, not [Net] later than May 
[September] I, 2016 [w+4], the committee shall recommend: 
(I) a uniform process for filing truancy cases with truancy 
courts [the jliaieial system] ; 
(2) uniform administrative procedures; 
(3) uniform deadlines for processing truancy cases; 
( 4) a local plan with strategies to address truancy, including 
effective prevention, intervention, and diversion methods to 
reduce truancy and referrals to a truancy [ eeliRty, j liStiee, er 
mliRieipal] court; 
(5) a system for tracking truancy information and sharing 
truancy information among school districtsi [aREl] open-
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enrollment charter schools, truancy courts, juvenile courts, 
and juvenile probation departments in the county; and 
( 6) any changes to statutes or state agency rules the 
committee determines are necessary to address truancy. 
(h) The committee's presiding officer shall issue a report not 
later than December I, 2017 [~], to the county judge and 
mayor of the municipality with the greatest population in the 
county on the implementation of the recommendations and 
compliance with state truancy laws by a school district located 
in the county. 
(i) This section expires January I, 2018 [~]. 

SECTION 11. Section 25.093, Education Code, is amended 
by amending Subsections (a) and (c) and adding Subsection 
(c-1) to read as follows: 
(a) If a warning is issued as required by Section 25.095(a), 
the parent with criminal negligence fails to require the child to 
attend school as required by law, and the child has absences 
for the amount of time specified under Section 65.003(a). 
Family Code [~], the parent commits an offense. 
(c) An offense under Subsection (a) is a [Class C] 
misdemeanor, punishable by fine only, in an amount not to 
exceed: 
(I) $100 for a first offense; 
(2) $200 for a second offense; 
(3) $300 for a third offense; 
(4) $400 for a fourth offense; or 
(5) $500 for a fifth or subsequent offense. 
i£:l} Each day the child remains out of school may constitute 
a separate offense. Two or more offenses under Subsection 
(a) may be consolidated and prosecuted in a single action. If 
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the court orders deferred disposition under Article 45 .051, 
Code of Criminal Procedure, the court may require the 
defendant to provide personal services to a charitable or 
educational institution as a condition of the deferral. 

SECTION 12. Sections 25.095(a), (b), and (c), Education 
Code, are amended to read as follows : 
(a) A school district or open-enrollment charter school shall 
notify a student's parent in writing at the beginning of the 
school year that if the student is absent from school on 10 or 
more days or parts of days within a six-month period in the 
same school year [or OA three or more days or flat'tS of El~· s 

·uithiA a fo1:1r week period]: 
( 1) the student's parent is subject to prosecution under Section 
25.093 ; and 
(2) the student is subject to [flFOsee1:1tioR 1:1REler SeetioR 25.094 
&He] referral to a truancy [j1:1veRile] court [iR a eo1:1Rty with a 
pofl1:1lati0R of less tl'laA I 00,000] for truant conduct under 
Section 65.003(a), Family Code [that violates that seetioR). 
(b) A school district shall notify a student's parent if the 
student has been absent from school, without excuse under 
Section 25 .087, on three days or parts of days within a four­
week period. The notice must: 
( 1) inform the parent that: 
(A) it is the parent's duty to monitor the student's school 
attendance and require the student to attend school; and 
(8) the student [~] is subject to truancy prevention 
measures [flFOseel:ltioR] under Section 25 .0915 [~]; and 
(2) request a conference between school officials and the 
parent to discuss the absences. 
(c) The fact that a parent did not receive a notice under 
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Subsection (a) or (b) does not create a defense [to rresee1:1tioA] 
under Section 25.093 or under Section 65.003(a), Family 
Code[~]. 

SECTION 13. Section 25.0951, Education Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 25.0951. SCHOOL DISTRICT COMPLAINT OR 
REFERRAL FOR FAIL URE TO ATTEND SCHOOL. (a) If 
a student fails to attend school without excuse on I 0 or more 
days or parts of days within a six-month period in the same 
school year, a school district shall within 10 school days of the 
student's I 0th absence[.; 
[( 1) file a eoffli;>laiAt agaiAst the st1:1aeAt er the st1:1aeAt1s f'laFeAt 
er beth iA a eo1:1Aty, j1:1stiee, er fflt1Aieif'lal eo1:1rt fer BR effeAse 
1:1Aaer SeetieA 25.093 er 25.094, as af'lf'lFerriate, er refer the 
st1:1aeRt to a jt1\'eAile eo1:1rt iA a eo1:1R~' vl'ith a pef'l1:1latioR of 
less thaA 100,000 fer e0Aa1:1et that \'iolates SeetieA 25.094; or 
[~] refer the student to a truancy LJl:l'>'eAile] court for truant 
conduct [iAaieatiRg a Aeea for s1:1ren·isioA] under Section 
65 .003(a) [51.03(0)(2)), Family Code. 
(b) If a student fails to attend school without excuse as 
specified by Subsection (a), a school district may file a 
complaint against the student's parent in a county, justice, or 
municipal court for an offense under Section 25.093 if the 
school district provides evidence of the parent's criminal 
negligence [If a st1:1aeAt fails te atteRa seheol withe1:1t eJ<e1:1se 
SA three er fflere aa~'S OF parts ef S~'S withiA a fot1r Vieek 
periea 01:1t does Ret fail to atteRa seheol for the time aeserieea 
B)' 81:1eseetieA (a), the seheol aistriet ffla)': 
[ ( 1) file a eemfJlaiAt agaiRst tke sttiaeAt er the stuaeRt's f'lBFeRt 
or eetk iR a eo1:1Aty, j1:1stiee, or m1:1Rieif'lal eo1:1rt for 8fl effeRse 
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uReer SeetieR 25.093 er 25.094, as apprepriate, er refer the 
stueeRt te a ju't'eRile eeurt iA a eeuAty with a pepulatieR ef 
less thaR I 00,000 fer eeAEltist that vielates SestieR 25.094; er 
[(2) refer the stuEieAt te aj1:1¥eAile seurt fer soAdust inEiisating 
a Reee fer supervisioA uneer SestioR 5 I .03(b)(2), Fafflily 
(;OOe]. 
[fef] In this subsection [sestieft], "parent" includes a person 
standing in parental relation. 
(fl [t41] A court shall dismiss a complaint [or referral] made 
by a school district under Subsection (b) [ uAeer this seetioA] 
that 
()) does [is] not comply [maee iR sompliaRee] with this 
section~ 
(2) does not allege the elements required for the offense; 
(3) is not timely filed, unless the school district delayed the 
referral under Subsection (d); or 
(4) is otherwise substantively defective. 
(d) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a school district may 
delay a referral of a student for truant conduct, or may choose 
to not refer a student for truant conduct, if the school district: 
(1) is applying truancy prevention measures to the student 
under Section 25.0915; and 
(2) determines that the truancy prevention measures are 
succeeding and it is in the best interest of the student that a 
referral be delayed or not be made. 

SECTION 14. Section 25.0952, Education Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 25.0952. PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO PARENT 
CONTRIBUTING TO NONATTENDANCE OFFENSE 
[SCHOOL ATTENDA~JCE RELATED OHHJSES]. In a 
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proceeding based on a complaint under Section 25.093 [0f 
~]. the court shall, except as otherwise provided by this 
chapter, use the procedures and exercise the powers 
authorized by Chapter 45, Code of Criminal Procedure. 

SECTION 15. Section 29.087(d), Education Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(d) A student is eligible to participate in a program authorized 
by this section if: 
(I) the student has been ordered by a court under Section 
65.103, Familv Code [Artiele 45.054 , Cede ef CrimiAal 
Preeed1:1re, as addea by CJ:iapter 1514, Aets ef tke 77tJ:i 
begislat1:1re, Reg1:1lar SessieR, 2001], or by the Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department [¥01:1tJ:i CemmissieR] to: 
(A) participate in a preparatory class for the high school 
equivalency examination; or 
(B) take the high school equivalency examination 
administered under Section 7.111; or 
(2) the following conditions are satisfied: 
(A) the student is at least 16 years of age at the beginning of 
the school year or semester; 
(B) the student is a student at risk of dropping out of school , 
as defined by Section 29.081; 
(C) the student and the student's parent or guardian agree in 
writing to the student's participation; 
(0) at least two school years have elapsed since the student 
first enrolled in ninth grade and the student has accumulated 
less than one third of the credits required to graduate under the 
minimum graduation requirements of the district or school; 
and 
(E) any other conditions specified by the commissioner. 
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SECTION 16. Section 33.051(2), Education Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(2) "Missing child" means a child whose whereabouts are 
unknown to the legal custodian of the child and: 
(A) the circumstances of whose absence indicate that the 
child did not voluntarily leave the care and control of the 
custodian and that the taking of the child was not authorized 
by law; or 
(B) the child has engaged in conduct indicating a need for 
supervision under Section S l.03(b)(2) [51.03(b)(3)], Family 
Code. 

SECTION 17. Section 51.02(15), Family Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
( 15) "Status offender" means a child who is accused, 
adjudicated, or convicted for conduct that would not, under 
state law, be a crime if committed by an adult, including: 
(A) [traaHey ~mder SeetioA 5 I .03(b)(2); 
[fB1] running away from home under Section 5 l .03(b)(2) 
[51.03(0)(3)]; 
LID [tGj] a fineable only offense under Section S l.03(b)( 1) 
transferred to the juvenile court under Section 51 .0S(b), but 
only if the conduct constituting the offense would not have 
been criminal if engaged in by an adult; 
[(D) fail1:1re to at:teAEi sehool 1:1AEier SeetioA 25 .Q94, Ed1:1eatioA 
~] 
.(Q (fHt] a violation of standards of student conduct as 
described by Section 51.03(b)(4) [51.Q3(b)(5)]; 
{ill [(B] a violation of a juvenile curfew ordinance or order; 
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(.fil [~] a violation of a provision of the Alcoholic Beverage 
Code applicable to minors only; or 
(El [~] a violation of any other fineable only offense under 
Section 8.07(a)(4) or (5), Penal Code, but only if the conduct 
constituting the offense would not have been criminal if 
engaged in by an adult. 

SECTION 18. Sections 51.03(a), (b), (e), and (f), Family 
Code, are amended to read as follows : 
(a) Delinquent conduct is: 
(I) conduct, other than a traffic offense, that violates a penal 
law of this state or of the United States punishable by 
imprisonment or by confinement in jail; 
(2) conduct that violates a lawful order of a court under 
circumstances that would constitute contempt of that court in: 
(A) a justice or municipal court; [et=] 
(B) a county court for conduct punishable only by a fine ; or 
(C) a truancy court; 
(3) conduct that violates Section 49.04, 49.05, 49.06, 49.07, 
or 49.08, Penal Code; or 
( 4) conduct that violates Section I 06.041, Alcoholic 
Beverage Code, relating to driving under the influence of 
alcohol by a minor (third or subsequent offense). 
(b) Conduct indicating a need for supervision is: 
(I) subject to Subsection (f), conduct, other than a traffic 
offense, that violates: 
(A) the penal laws of this state of the grade of misdemeanor 
that are punishable by fine only; or 
(B) the penal ordinances of any political subdivision of this 
state; 
(2) [the aeseRee ofa ehi!Ei OR 10 or more Eiays er j'larts ofeays 
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witl:liR a siJt ffleRtR 13erietl iR the sliffie sel:leel year or eA tl:tree 
er fflere tlays er 13arts of tlays witRiA a fo1:1r week 13erietl froffl 
sehee¥. 

' 
[(-31] the voluntary absence of a child from the child's home 
without the consent of the child's parent or guardian for a 
substantial length of time or without intent to return; 
ill [f4j] conduct prohibited by city ordinance or by state law 
involving the inhalation of the fumes or vapors of paint and 
other protective coatings or glue and other adhesives and the 
volatile chemicals itemized in Section 485 .00 I, Health and 
Safety Code; 
ill (f§1] an act that violates a school district's previously 
communicated written standards of student conduct for which 
the child has been expelled under Section 37.007(c), 
Education Code; 
ill [fej] conduct that violates a reasonable and lawful order 
of a court entered under Section 264.305; 
® [f'.71] notwithstanding Subsection (a)( I), conduct described 
by Section 43.02(a)(l) or (2), Penal Code; or 
(Z} (ESj] notwithstanding Subsection (a)(I), conduct that 
violates Section 43 .261, Penal Code. 
(e) For the purposes of Subsection (.!:Uill [~], "child" 
does not include a person who is married, divorced, or 
widowed. 
(f) Conduct [Ex.e013t as 13revitlea by 81:1bseetieA (g), eeRa1:1et) 
described under Subsection (b )(I) does not constitute conduct 
indicating a need for supervision unless the child has been 
referred to the juvenile court under Section 5 I .08(b). 

SECTION 19. Section 5l.13(e), Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
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(e) A finding that a child engaged in conduct indicating a 
need for supervision as described by Section 5 l.03(b)(7) 
[51.Q3(0)(8)] is a conviction only for the purposes of Sections 
43.261(c) and (d), Penal Code. 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 20. Section 54.0404(a), Family Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
(a) If a child is found to have engaged in conduct indicating a 
need for supervision described by Section 51.03(b)(7) 
[5 I .Q3(0)(8)], the juvenile court may enter an order requiring 
the child to attend and successfully complete an educational 
program described by Section 37.218, Education Code, or 
another equivalent educational program. 

SECTION 21. Section 54.0S(b), Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
(b) Except for a commitment to the Texas Juvenile Justice 
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Department or to a post-adjudication secure correctional 
facility under Section 54.04011 [, a aiSfl0SitieR ttRder SeetieR 
54.0402,) or a placement on determinate sentence probation 
under Section 54.04(q), all dispositions automatically 
terminate when the child reaches the child's 18th birthday. 

SECTION 22. Section 58.0022, Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
Sec. 58.0022. FINGERPRINTS OR PHOTOGRAPHS TO 
IDENTIFY RUNAWAYS. A law enforcement officer who 
takes a child into custody with probable cause to believe that 
the child has engaged in conduct indicating a need for 
supervision as described by Section 5 l.03(b)(2) [51.03(b)(3)] 
and who after reasonable effort is unable to detennine the 
identity of the child, may fingerprint or photograph the child 
to establish the child's identity. On determination of the 
child's identity or that the child cannot be identified by the 
fingerprints or photographs, the law enforcement officer shall 
immediately destroy all copies of the fingerprint records or 
photographs of the child. 

SECTION 23. Section 58.003(c-3), Family Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
(c-3) Notwithstanding Subsections (a) and (c) and subject to 
Subsection (b ), a juvenile court, on the court's own motion and 
without a hearing, shall order the sealing of records 
concerning a child found to have engaged in conduct 
indicating a need for supervision described by Section 
5 l.03(b)(6) [5 l.03(b)(7)] or taken into custody to determine 
whether the child engaged in conduct indicating a need for 
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supervision described by Section 51.03(b)(6) [5l.03(e)(7)]. 
This subsection applies only to records related to conduct 
indicating a need for supervision described by Section 
51.03(b)(6) [51.03(0)(7)]. 

SECTION 24. Section 58.106(a), Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, information 
contained in the juvenile justice information system is 
confidential information for the use of the department and 
may not be disseminated by the department except: 
(1) with the permission of the juvenile offender, to military 
personnel of this state or the United States; 
(2) to a person or entity to which the department may grant 
access to adult criminal history records as provided by Section 
411.083, Government Code; 
(3) to a juvenile justice agency; 
(4) to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department [¥ett#l 
CemmissieA aAd the Texa:S Juvenile PreeatieA Cemmissien] 
for analytical purposes; 
(5) to the office of independent ombudsman of the Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department [Youth Cemmissien]; and 
(6) to a county, justice, or municipal court exercising 
jurisdiction over a juvenile[, ineluding a eourt e11:ereising 
jurisdietieA e1t·er ajuYeAile uAder SeetieA 54.021]. 

SECTION 25 . Section 59.003(a), Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
(a) Subject to Subsection (e), after a child's first commission 
of delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a need for 
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supervision, the probation department or prosecuting attorney 
may, or the juvenile court may, in a disposition hearing under 
Section 54.04 or a modification hearing under Section 54.05, 
assign a child one of the following sanction levels according 
to the child's conduct: 
( 1) for conduct indicating a need for supervision, other than 
conduct described in Section 5 l.03(b )(3) or ( 4) [ 5 l.03(b)(4) er 
~] or a Class A or B misdemeanor, the sanction level is one; 
(2) for conduct indicating a need for supervision under 
Section 5 l.03(b)(3) or ( 4) [5 l.03(b)(4) er (5)) or a Class A or 
B misdemeanor, other than a misdemeanor involving the use 
or possession of a firearm, or for delinquent conduct under 
Section 5 I .03(a)(2), the sanction level is two; 
(3) for a misdemeanor involving the use or possession of a 
firearm or for a state jail felony or a felony of the third degree, 
the sanction level is three; 
(4) for a felony of the second degree, the sanction level is 
four; 
(5) for a felony of the first degree, other than a felony 
involving the use of a deadly weapon or causing serious 
bodily injury, the sanction level is five; 
(6) for a felony of the first degree involving the use of a 
deadly weapon or causing serious bodily injury, for an 
aggravated controlled substance felony, or for a capital felony, 
the sanction level is six; or 
(7) for a felony of the first degree involving the use of a 
deadly weapon or causing serious bodily injury, for an 
aggravated controlled substance felony, or for a capital felony, 
if the petition has been approved by a grand jury under 
Section 53.045, or if a petition to transfer the child to criminal 
court has been filed under Section 54.02, the sanction level is 
seven. 
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SECTION 26. Section 61.002(a), Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), this chapter applies 
to a proceeding to enter a juvenile court order: 
( l) for payment of probation fees under Section 54.061; 
(2) for restitution under Sections 54.041 (b) and 54.048; 
(3) for payment of graffiti eradication fees under Section 
54.0461; 
(4) for community service under Section 54.044(b); 
(5) for payment of costs of court under Section 54.0411 or 
other provisions of law; 
(6) requiring the person to refrain from doing any act 
injurious to the welfare of the child under Section 
54.041 (a)( I); 
(7) enjoining contact between the person and the child who is 
the subject ofa proceeding under Section 54.041(a)(2); 
(8) ordering a person living in the same household with the 
child to participate in counseling under Section 54.04l(a)(3); 
(9) [re€f1:1iriAg a pereAt er g1:1erdieA ef a ekild fe1:1Ad te be 
trneAt te partieipete iA eA 0Neileble pregraffl addressiAg 
tr1:1aAey 1:1Ader SeetieA 54 .041 (f); 
[~] requiring a parent or other eligible person to pay 
reasonable attorney's fees for representing the child under 
Section 51.1 O(e); 
QQ} [(+8] requiring the parent or other eligible person to 
reimburse the county for payments the county has made to an 
attorney appointed to represent the child under Section 
51.100); 
U...U [(-H7] requiring payment of deferred prosecution 
supervision fees under Section 53.03(d); 
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(ill [~] requiring a parent or other eligible person to 
attend a court hearing under Section 51.115; 
.(Ll} [(-l-41] requiring a parent or other eligible person to act or 
refrain from acting to aid the child in complying with 
conditions ofrelease from detention under Section 54.0 I (r); 
Q.11 [f-l-S1] requiring a parent or other eligible person to act or 
refrain from acting under any law imposing an obligation of 
action or omission on a parent or other eligible person because 
of the parent's or person's relation to the child who is the 
subject of a proceeding under this title; 
@ [(-1-4)] for payment of fees under Section 54.0462; or 
Qfil [~] for payment of the cost of attending an 
educational program under Section 54.0404. 

SECTION 27. The Family Code is amended by adding Title 
3A to read as follows: 
TITLE 3A. TRUANCY COURT PROCEEDINGS 
CHAPTER 65. TRUANCY COURT PROCEEDINGS 
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 65 .00 I . SCOPE AND PURPOSE. (a) This chapter 
details the procedures and proceedings in cases involving 
allegations of truant conduct. 
(b) The purpose of this chapter is to encourage school 
attendance by creating simple civil judicial procedures 
through which children are held accountable for excessive 
school absences. 
(c) The best interest of the child is the primary consideration 
in adjudicating truant conduct of the child. 
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Sec. 65 .002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter: 
( 1) "Child" means a person who is 12 years of age or older 
and younger than 19 years of age. 
(2) "Juvenile court" means a court designated under Section 
51 .04 to exercise jurisdiction over proceedings under Title 3. 
(3) "Qualified telephone interpreter" means a telephone 
service that employs licensed court interpreters, as defined by 
Section 157.001. Government Code. 
( 4) "Truancy court" means a court designated under Section 
65.004 to exercise jurisdiction over cases involving 
allegations of truant conduct. 

Sec. 65.003. TRUANT CONDUCT. (a) A child engages in 
truant conduct if the child is required to attend school under 
Section 25.085, Education Code, and fails to attend school on 
10 or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in 
the same school year. 
(b) Truant conduct may be prosecuted only as a civil case in a 
truancy court. 
(c) It is an affirmative defense to an allegation of truant 
conduct that one or more of the absences required to be 
proven have been excused by a school official or by the court 
or that one or more of the absences were involuntary, but only 
if there is an insufficient number of unexcused or voluntary 
absences remaining to constitute truant conduct. The burden 
is on the child to show by a preponderance of the evidence 
that the absence has been or should be excused or that the 
absence was involuntary. A decision by the court to excuse an 
absence for purposes of this subsection does not affect the 
ability of the school district to determine whether to excuse 
the absence for another purpose. 

28 

CONFERENCE 

Sec. 65.002. Same as Senate version. 

Sec. 65.003. Same as Senate version. 

15.148.494 



HOUSE VERSION 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33873 

House Bill 2398 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (CS) 

Sec. 65.004. TRUANCY COURTS; JURISDICTION. (a) 
The following are designated as truancy courts: 
(I) in a county with a population of 1. 75 million or more, the 
constitutional county court; 
(2) justice courts; and 
(3) municipal courts. 
(b) A truancy court has exclusive original jurisdiction over 
cases involving allegations of truant conduct. 
(c) A municipality may enter into an agreement with a 
contiguous municipality or a municipality with boundaries 
that are within one-half mile of the municipality seeking to 
enter into the agreement to establish concurrent jurisdiction of 
the municipal courts in the municipalities and provide original 
jurisdiction to a municipal court in which a truancy case is 
brought as if the municipal court were located in the 
municipality in which the case arose. 
(d) A truancy court retains jurisdiction over a person, without 
regard to the age of the person, who was referred to the court 
under Section 65.051 for engaging in truant conduct before 
the person's 19th birthday, until final disposition of the case. 

Sec. 65.005. COURT SESSIONS. A truancy court is 
considered to be in session at all times. 

Sec. 65 .006. VENUE. Venue for a proceeding under this 
chapter is the county in which the school in which the child is 
enrolled is located or the county in which the child resides. 

Sec. 65.007. RIGHT TO JURY TRIAL. (a) A child alleged 
to have engaged in truant conduct is entitled to a jury trial. 
(b) The number of jurors in a case involving an allegation of 
truant conduct is six. The state and the child are each entitled 
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to three peremptory challenges. 
(c) There is no jury fee for a trial under this chapter. 

Sec. 65.008. W AIYER OF RIGHTS. A right granted to a 
child by this chapter or by the constitution or laws of this state 
or the United States is waived in proceedings under this 
chapter if: 
(1) the right is one that may be waived; 
(2) the child and the child's parent or guardian are informed 
of the right, understand the right, understand the possible 
consequences of waiving the right, and understand that waiver 
of the right is not required; 
(3) the child signs the waiver; 
(4) the child's parent or guardian signs the waiver; and 
(5) the child's attorney signs the waiver, if the child is 
represented by counsel. 

Sec. 65.009. EFFECT OF ADJUDICATION. (a) An 
adjudication of a child as having engaged in truant conduct is 
not a conviction of crime. An order of adjudication does not 
impose any civil disability ordinarily resulting from a 
conviction or operate to disqualify the child in any civil 
service application or appointment. 
(b) The adjudication of a child as having engaged in truant 
conduct may not be used in any subsequent court proceedings, 
other than for the purposes of determining an appropriate 
remedial action under this chapter or in an appeal under this 
chapter. 

Sec. 65.010. BURDEN OF PROOF. A court or jury may not 
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return a finding that a child has engaged in truant conduct 
unless the state has proved the conduct beyond a reasonable 
doubt. 

Sec. 65.011. APPLICABLE STATUTES REGARDING 
DISCOVERY. Discovery in a proceeding under this chapter 
is governed by Chapter 39, Code of Criminal Procedure. other 
than Articles 39. l 4(i) and CD. 

Sec. 65.012. PROCEDURAL RULES. The supreme court 
may promulgate rules of procedure applicable to proceedings 
under this chapter, including guidelines applicable to the 
informal disposition of truancy cases. 

Sec. 65 .013 . INTERPRETERS. (a) When on the motion for 
appointment of an interpreter by a party or on the motion of 
the court, in any proceeding under this chapter, the court 
determines that the child, the child's parent or guardian, or a 
witness does not understand and speak English. an interpreter 
must be sworn to interpret for the person. Articles 38.30(a), 
(b), and (c). Code of Criminal Procedure, apply in a 
proceeding under this chapter. A qualified telephone 
interpreter may be sworn to provide interpretation services if 
an interpreter is not available to appear in person before the 
court. 
(b) In any proceeding under this chapter. if a party notifies 
the court that the child, the child's parent or guardian, or a 
witness is deaf, the court shall appoint a qualified interpreter 
to interpret the proceedings in any language, including sign 
language. that the deaf person can understand. Articles 
38.3 ){d), (e). (f), and Cg), Code of Criminal Procedure, apply 
in a proceeding under this chapter. 
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Sec. 65.014. SIGNATURES. Any requirement under this 
chapter that a document be signed or that a document contain 
a person's signature, including the signature of a judge or a 
clerk of the court, is satisfied if the document contains the 
signature of the person as captured on an electronic device or 
as a digital signature. 

Sec. 65 .015. PUBLIC ACCESS TO COURT HEARINGS. 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a truancy court 
shall open a hearing under this chapter to the public unless the 
court, for good cause shown, determines that the public should 
be excluded. 
(b) The court may prohibit a person from personally attending 
a hearing if the person is expected to testify at the hearing and 
the court determines that the person's testimony would be 
materially affected if the person hears other testimony at the 
hearing. 

Sec. 65.016. RECORDING OF PROCEEDINGS. (a) The 
proceedings in a truancy court that is not a court of record 
may not be recorded. 
(b) The proceedings in a truancy court that is a court of 
record must be recorded by stenographic notes or by 
electronic, mechanical, or other appropriate means. 

Sec. 65.017. JUVENILE CASE MANAGERS. A truancy 
court may employ a juvenile case manager in accordance with 
Article 45.056, Code of Criminal Procedure, to provide 
services to children who have been referred to the truancy 
court or who are in jeopardy of being referred to the truancy 
court. 
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SUBCHAPTER B. INITIAL PROCEDURES 

Sec. 65.05 I. INITIAL REFERRAL TO TRUANCY COURT. 
When a truancy court receives a referral under Section 
25.0915, Education Code, and the court is not required to 
dismiss the referral under that section, the court shall forward 
the referral to a truant conduct prosecutor who serves the 
court. 

Sec. 65.052. TRUANT CONDUCT PROSECUTOR. In a 
justice or municipal court or a constitutional county court that 
is designated as a truancy court, the attorney who represents 
the state in criminal matters in that court shall serve as the 
truant conduct prosecutor. 

Sec. 65.053. REVIEW BY PROSECUTOR. (a) The truant 
conduct prosecutor shall promptly review the facts described 
in a referral received under Section 65.051. 
Cb) The prosecutor may, in the prosecutor's discretion, 
determine whether to file a petition with the truancy court 
requesting an adjudication of the child for truant conduct. If 
the prosecutor decides not to file a petition requesting an 
adjudication, the prosecutor shall inform the truancy court and 
the school district of the decision. 
(c) The prosecutor may not file a petition for an adjudication 
of a child for truant conduct if the referral was not made in 
compliance with Section 25.0915, Education Code. 

Sec. 65.054. STATE'S PETITION. (a) A petition for an 
adjudication of a child for truant conduct initiates an action of 
the state against a child who has allegedly engaged in truant 
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(b) The proceedings shall be styled "In the matter of 
, Child," identifying the child by the child's 

initials only. 
(c) The petition may be on information and belief. 
(d) The petition must state: 
(I) with reasonable particularity the time, place, and manner 
of the acts alleged to constitute truant conduct; 
(2) the name, age, and residence address, if known, of the 
child who is the subject of the petition; 
(3) the names and residence addresses, if known, of at least 
one parent, guardian, or custodian of the child and of the 
child's spouse, if any; and 
(4) if the child's parent, guardian, or custodian does not reside 
or cannot be found in the state, or if their places of residence 
are unknown, the name and residence address of any known 
adult relative residing in the county or, if there is none, the 
name and residence address of the known adult relative 
residing nearest to the location of the court. 
(e) Filing fees may not be charged for the filing of the state's 
petition. 

Sec. 65.055. LIMITATIONS PERIOD. A petition may not 
be filed after the 45th day after the date of the last absence 
giving rise to the act of truant conduct. 

Sec. 65.056. HEARING DA TE. (a) After the petition has 
been filed, the truancy court shall set a date and time for an 
adjudication hearing. 
(b) The hearing may not be held on or before the 10th day 
after the date the petition is filed. 
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Sec. 65.057. SUMMONS. (a) After setting the date and time 
of an adjudication hearing. the truancy court shall direct the 
issuance of a summons to: 
(I) the child named in the petition; 
(2) the child's parent, guardian, or custodian; 
(3) the child's guardian ad !item, if any; and 
(4) any other person who appears to the court to be a proper 
or necessary party to the proceeding. 
(b) The summons must require the persons served to appear 
before the court at the place, date, and time of the adjudication 
hearing to answer the allegations of the petition. A copy of 
the petition must accompany the summons. If a person, other 
than the child, required to appear under this section fails to 
attend a hearing, the truancy court may proceed with the 
hearing. 
(c) The truancy court may endorse on the summons an order 
directing the person having the physical custody or control of 
the child to bring the child to the hearing. 
(d) A party, other than the child, may waive service of 
summons by written stipulation or by voluntary appearance at 
the hearing. 

Sec. 65.058. SERVICE OF SUMMONS. (a) If a person to 
be served with a summons is in this state and can be found, 
the summons shall be served on the person personally or by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, at least 
five days before the date of the adjudication hearing. 
(b) Service of the summons may be made by any suitable 
person under the direction of the court. 

Sec. 65.059. REPRESENTATION BY ATTORNEY. (a) A 
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child may be represented by an attorney in a case under this 
chapter. Representation by an attorney is not required. 
{b) A child is not entitled to have an attorney appointed to 
represent the child, but the court may appoint an attorney if 
the court detennines it is in the best interest of the child. 
{c) The court may order a child's parent or other responsible 
person to pay for the cost of an attorney appointed under this 
section if the court determines that the person has sufficient 
financial resources. 

Sec. 65.060. CHILD'S ANSWER. After the petition has been 
filed, the child may answer, orally or in writing, the petition at 
or before the commencement of the hearing. If the child does 
not answer, a general denial of the alleged truant conduct is 
assumed. 

Sec. 65.061. GUARDIAN AD LITEM. {a) If a child appears 
before the truancy court without a parent or guardian, or it 
appears to the court that the child's parent or guardian is 
incapable or unwilling to make decisions in the best interest of 
the child with respect to proceedings under this chapter, the 
court may appoint a guardian ad !item to protect the interests 
of the child in the proceedings. 
(b) An attorney for a child may also be the child's guardian ad 
litem. A law enforcement officer, probation officer, or other 
employee of the truancy court may not be appointed as a 
guardian ad litem. 
(c) The court may order a child's parent or other person 
responsible to support the child to reimburse the county or 
municipality for the cost of the guardian ad litem. The court 
may issue the order only after determining that the parent or 
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other responsible person has sufficient financial resources to 
offset the cost of the child's guardian ad !item wholly or 
partly. 

Sec. 65.062. ATTENDANCE AT HEARING. (a) The child 
must be personally present at the adjudication hearing. The 
truancy court may not proceed with the adjudication hearing 
in the absence of the child. 
Cb) A parent or guardian of a child and any court-appointed 
guardian ad litem of a child is required to attend the 
adjudication hearing. 
(c) Subsection (b) does not apply to: 
( 1 ) a person for whom, for good cause shown, the court 
excuses attendance; 
(2) a person who is not a resident of this state; or 
(3) a parent of a child for whom a managing conservator has 
been appointed and the parent is not a conservator of the child. 

Sec. 65.063. RIGHT TO REEMPLOYMENT. (a) An 
employer may not terminate the emplovment of a permanent 
employee because the employee is required under Section 
65.062(b) to attend a hearing. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other law, an employee whose 
employment is terminated in violation of this section is 
entitled to return to the same employment that the employee 
held when notified of the hearing if the employee, as soon as 
practical after the hearing, gives the employer actual notice 
that the employee intends to return. 
(c) A person who is injured because of a violation of this 
section is entitled to: 
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( 1) reinstatement to the person's former position; 
(2) damages not to exceed an amount equal to six times the 
amount of monthly compensation received by the person on 
the date of the hearing; and 
(3) reasonable attorney's fees in an amount approved by the 
court. 
(d) It is a defense to an action brought under this section that 
the employer's circumstances changed while the employee 
attended the hearing and caused reemployment to be 
impossible or unreasonable. To establish a defense under this 
subsection, an employer must prove that the termination of 
employment was because of circumstances other than the 
employee's attendance at the hearing. 

Sec. 65.064. SUBPOENA OF WITNESS. A witness may be 
subpoenaed in accordance with the procedures for the 
subpoena of a witness under the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

Sec. 65.065. CHILD ALLEGED TO BE MENTALLY ILL. 
(a) A party may make a motion requesting that a petition 
alleging a child to have engaged in truant conduct be 
dismissed because the child has a mental illness, as defined by 
Section 571 .003, Health and Safety Code. In response to the 
motion, the truancy court shall temporarily stav the 
proceedings to determine whether probable cause exists to 
believe the child has a mental illness. In making a 
determination, the court may: 
( 1) consider the motion, supporting documents, professional 
statements of counsel, and witness testimony; and 
(2) observe the child. 
(b) If the court determines that probable cause exists to 
believe that the child has a mental illness, the court shall 
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dismiss the petition. If the court detennines that evidence 
does not exist to support a finding that the child has a mental 
illness, the court shall dissolve the stay and continue with the 
truancy court proceedings. 

SUBCHAPTER C. ADJUDICATION HEARING AND 
REMEDIES 

Sec. 65.101. ADJUDICATION HEARING; JUDGMENT. 
(a) A child may be found to have engaged in truant conduct 
only after an adjudication hearing conducted in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 
Cb) At the beginning of the adjudication hearing, the judge of 
the truancy court shall explain to the child and the child's 
parent, guardian, or guardian ad !item: 
(I) the allegations made against the child; 
(2) the nature and possible consequences of the proceedings; 
(3) the child's privilege against self-incrimination; 
( 4) the child's right to trial and to confrontation of witnesses; 
(5) the child's right to representation by an attorney if the 
child is not already represented; and 
(6) the child's right to a jury trial. 
(c) Trial is by jury unless jury is waived in accordance with 
Section 65.008. Jury verdicts under this chapter must be 
unanimous. 
(d) The Texas Rules of Evidence do not apply in a truancy 
proceeding under this chapter except: 
( 1) when the judge hearing the case determines that a 
particular rule of evidence applicable to criminal cases must 
be followed to ensure that the proceedings are fair to all 
parties; or 
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(2) as otherwise provided by this chapter. 
(e) A child alleged to have engaged in truant conduct need 
not be a witness against nor otherwise incriminate himself or 
herself. An extrajudicial statement of the child that was 
obtained in violation of the constitution of this state or the 
United States may not be used in an adjudication hearing. A 
statement made by the child out of court is insufficient to 
support a finding of truant conduct unless it is corroborated 
wholly or partly by other evidence. 
CD At the conclusion of the adjudication hearing. the court or 
jury shall find whether the child has engaged in truant 
conduct. The finding must be based on competent evidence 
admitted at the hearing. The child shall be presumed to have 
not engaged in truant conduct and no finding that a child has 
engaged in truant conduct may be returned unless the state has 
proved the conduct beyond a reasonable doubt. In all jury 
cases the jury will be instructed that the burden is on the state 
to prove that a child has engaged in truant conduct beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 
(g) If the court or. jury finds that the child did not engage in 
truant conduct, the court shall dismiss the case with prejudice. 
(h) If the court or jury finds that the child did engage in truant 
conduct, the court shall proceed to issue a judgment finding 
the child has engaged in truant conduct and order the remedies 
the court finds appropriate under Section 65.103. The jury is 
not involved in ordering remedies for a child who has been 
adjudicated as having engaged in truant conduct. 

Sec. 65.102. REMEDIAL ACTIONS. (a) The truancy court 
shall detennine and order appropriate remedial actions in 
regard to a child who has been found to have engaged in 
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(b) The truancy court shall orally pronounce the court's 
remedial actions in the child's presence and enter those actions 
in a written order. 
(c) After pronouncing the court's remedial actions, the court 
shall advise the child and the child's parent, guardian, or 
guardian ad !item of: 
(1) the child's right to appeal, as detailed in Subchapter D; 
and 
(2) the procedures for the sealing of the child's records under 
Section 65.201 . 

Sec. 65.103 . REMEDIAL ORDER. (a) A truancy court may 
enter a remedial order requiring a child who has been found to 
have engaged in truant conduct to: 
( 1) attend school without unexcused absences; 
(2) attend a preparatory class for the high school eguivalency 
examination administered under Section 7.111. Education 
Code, if the court determines that the individual is unlikely to 
do well in a formal classroom environment due to the 
individual's age; 
(3) if the child is at least 16 years of age, take the high school 
eguivalency examination administered under Section 7.111, 
Education Code. ifthat is in the best interest of the child; 
(4) attend a nonprofit. community-based special program that 
the court determines to be in the best interest of the child, 
including: 
(A) an alcohol and drug abuse program; 
(B) a rehabilitation program; 
CC) a counseling program, including a self-improvement 
program; 
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(D) a program that provides training in self-esteem and 
leadership; 
CE) a work and job skills training program; 
(F) a program that provides training in parenting, including 
parental responsibility; 
(G) a program that provides training in manners; 
CH) a program that provides training in violence avoidance; 
(I) a program that provides sensitivity training; and 
CJ) a program that provides training in advocacy and 
mentoring; 
(5) complete not more than 50 hours of community service on 
a project acceptable to the court; and 
(6) participate for a specified number of hours in a tutorial 
program covering the academic subjects in which the child is 
enrolled that are provided by the school the child attends. 
(b) A truancy court may not order a child who has been found 
to have engaged in truant conduct to: 
(I) attend a juvenile justice alternative education program, a 
boot camp, or a for-profit truancy class; or 
(2) perfonn more than 16 hours of community service per 
week under this section. 
(c) In addition to any other order authorized by this section, a 
truancy court may order the Department of Public Safety to 
suspend the driver's license or pennit of a child who has been 
found to have engaged in truant conduct. If the child does not 
have a driver's license or pennit, the court may order the 
Department of Public Safety to deny the issuance of a license 
or pennit to the child. The period of the license or permit 
suspension or the order that the issuance of a license or permit 
be denied may not extend beyond the maximum time period 
that a remedial order is effective as provided by Section 
65.104. 
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Sec. 65.104. MAXIMUM TIME REMEDIAL ORDER IS 
EFFECTIVE. A truancy court's remedial order under Section 
65 .103 is effective until the later of: 
(1) the date specified by the court in the order. which may not 
be later than the I 80th day after the date the order is entered; 
or 
(2) the last day of the school year in which the order was 
entered. 

Sec. 65.105. ORDERS AFFECTING PARENTS AND 
OTHERS. (a) If a child has been found to have engaged in 
truant conduct, the truancy court may: 
(I) order the child and the child's parent to attend a class for 
students at risk of dropping out of school that is designed for 
both the child and the child's parent; 
(2) order any person found by the court to have, by a wilful 
act or omission, contributed to, caused, or encouraged the 
child's truant conduct to do any act that the court determines 
to be reasonable and necessary for the welfare of the child or 
to refrain from doing any act that the court determines to be 
injurious to the child's welfare; 
(3) enjoin all contact between the child and a person who is 
found to be a contributing cause of the child's truant conduct, 
unless that person is the child's parent or guardian, in which 
case the court may contact the Department of Familv and 
Protective Services, if necessary; 

( 4) after notice to, and a hearing with, all persons affected, 
order any person living in the same household with the child 
to participate in social or psychological counseling to assist in 
the child's rehabilitation; 
{5) order the child's parent or other person responsible for the 
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child's support to pay all or part of the reasonable costs of 
treatment programs in which the child is ordered to participate 
if the court finds the child's parent or person responsible for 
the child's support is able to pay the costs; 
(6) order the child's parent to attend a program for parents of 
students with unexcused absences that provides instruction 
designed to assist those parents in identifying problems that 
contribute to the child's unexcused absences and in developing 
strategies for resolving those problems; and 
(7) order the child's parent to perform not more than 50 hours 
of community service with the child. 
Cb) A person subject to an order proposed under Subsection 
(a) is entitled to a hearing before the order is entered by the 
court. 
(c) On a finding by the court that a child's parents have made 
a reasonable good faith effort to prevent the child from 
engaging in truant conduct and that, despite the parents' 
efforts, the child continues to engage in truant conduct, the 
court shall waive any requirement for community service that 
may be imposed on a parent under this section. 

Sec. 65.106. LIABILITY FOR CLAIMS ARISING FROM 
COMMUNITY SERVICE. (a) A municipality or county that 
establishes a program to assist children and their parents in 
rendering community service under this subchapter may 
purchase an insurance policy protecting the municipality or 
county against a claim brought by a person other than the 
child or the child's parent for a cause of action that arises from 
an act of the child or parent while rendering the community 
service. The municipality or county is not liable for the claim 
to the extent that damages are recoverable under a contract of 
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insurance or under a plan of self-insurance authorized by 
statute. 
(b) The liability of the municipality or county for a claim that 
arises from an action of the child or the child's parent while 
rendering community service may not exceed $100,000 to a 
single person and $300,000 for a single occurrence in the case 
of personal injury or death, and $10,000 for a single 
occurrence of property damage. Liability mav not extend to 
punitive or exemplary damages. 
(c) This section does not waive a defense, immunity, or 
jurisdictional bar available to the municipality or county or its 
officers or employees, nor shall this section be construed to 
waive, repeal, or modify any provision of Chapter I 0 I, Civil 
Practice and Remedies Code. 

Sec. 65.107. COURT COST. (a) If a child is found to have 
engaged in truant conduct, the truancy court, after giving the 
child, parent, or other person responsible for the child's 
support a reasonable opportunity to be heard, shall order the 
child, parent, or other person, if financially able to do so, to 
pay a court cost of $50 to the clerk of the court. 
(b) The court's order to pay the $50 court cost is not effective 
unless the order is reduced to writing and signed by the judge. 
The written order to pay the court cost may be part of the 
court's order detailing the remedial actions in the case. 
(c) The clerk of the court shall keep a record of the court 
costs collected under this section and shall forward the funds 
to the county treasurer, municipal treasurer, or person 
fulfilling the role of a county treasurer or municipal treasurer, 
as appropriate. 
(d) The court costs collected under this section shall be 
deposited in a special account that can be used only to offset 
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the cost of the operations of the truancy court. 

Sec. 65.108. HEARING TO MODIFY REMEDY. (a) A 
truancy court may hold a hearing to modify any remedy 
imposed by the court. A remedy may only be modified during 
the period the order is effective under Section 65. I 04. 
(b) There is no right to a jury at a hearing under this section. 
(c) A hearing to modify a remedy imposed by the court shall 
be held on the petition of the state, the court, or the child and 
the child's parent, guardian. guardian ad !item, or attorney. 
Reasonable notice of a hearing to modify disposition shall be 
given to all parties. 
(d) Notwithstanding any other law, in considering a motion to 
modify a remedy imposed by the court, the truancy court may 
consider a written report from a school district official or 
employee, juvenile case manager, or professional consultant 
in addition to the testimony of witnesses. The court shall 
provide the attorney for the child and the prosecuting attorney 
with access to all written matters to be considered by the 
court. The court may order counsel not to reveal items to the 
child or to the child's parent, guardian, or guardian ad litem if 
the disclosure would materially harm the treatment . and 
rehabilitation of the child or would substantially decrease the 
likelihood of receiving information from the same or similar 
sources in the future . 
(e) The truancy court shall pronounce in court, in the 
presence of the child, the court's changes to the remedy. if 
any. The court shall specifically state the new remedy and the 
court's reasons for modifying the remedy in a written order. 
The court shall furnish a copy of the order to the child. 
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Sec. 65.109. MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL. The order of a 
truancy court may be challenged by filing a motion for new 
trial. Rules 505.3(c) and (e), Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, 
apply to a motion for new trial. 

SUBCHAPTER D. APPEAL 

Sec. 65.151. RIGHT TO APPEAL. (a) The child or the state 
may appeal any order of a truancy court. 

(b) An appeal from a truancy court shall be to a juvenile 
court. The case must be tried de novo in the juvenile court. 
This chapter applies to the de novo trial in the juvenile court. 
On appeal, the judgment of the truancy court is vacated. 
(c) A judgment of a juvenile court in a trial conducted under 
Subsection (b) may be appealed in the same manner as an 
appeal under Chapter 56. 

Sec. 65 .152. GOVERNING LAW. Rule 506, Texas Rules of 
Civil Procedure, applies to the appeal of an order of a truancy 
court to a juvenile court in the same manner as the rule applies 
to an appeal of a judgment of a justice court to a county court, 
except an appeal bond is not required. 

Sec. 65.153. COUNSEL ON APPEAL. (a) A child may be 
represented by counsel on appeal. 
(b) If the child and the child's parent, guardian, or guardian ad 
!item request an appeal, the attorney who represented the child 
before the truancy court, if any, shall file a notice of appeal 
with the court that will hear the appeal and inform that court 
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whether that attorney will handle the appeal. 
(c) An appeal serves to vacate the order of the truancy court. 

SUBCHAPTER E. RECORDS 

Sec. 65.201. SEALING OF RECORDS. (a) A child who has 
been found to have engaged in truant conduct may apply, on 
or after the child's 18th birthday, to the truancy court that 
made the finding to seal the records relating to the allegation 
and finding of truant conduct held by: 
(I) the court; 
(2) the truant conduct prosecutor; and 
(3) the school district. 
(b) The application must include the following information or 
an explanation of why one or more of the fol lowing is not 
included: 
(I) the child's: 
(A) full name; 
(8) sex; 
CC) race or ethnicity; 
CD) date of birth; 
(E) driver's license or identification card number; and 
(F) social security number; 
(2) the dates on which the truant conduct was alleged to have 
occurred; and 
(3) if known, the cause number assigned to the petition and 
the court and county in which the petition was filed. 
(c) The truancv court shall order that the records be sealed 
after determining the child complied with the remedies 
ordered by the court in the case. 
(d) All index references to the records of the truancy court 
that are ordered sealed shall be deleted not later than the 30th 
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day after the date of the sealing order. 
(e) A truancy court, clerk of the court, truant conduct 
prosecutor, or school district shall reply to a request for 
information concerning a child's sealed truant conduct case 
that no record exists with respect to the child. 
CD Inspection of the sealed records may be permitted by an 
order of the truancy court on the petition of the person who is 
the subject of the records and only by those persons named in 
the order. 
(g) A person whose records have been sealed under this 
section is not required in any proceeding or in any application 
for employment, infonnation, or licensing to state that the 
person has been the subject of a proceeding under this chapter. 
Any statement that the person has never been found to have 
engaged in truant conduct may not be held against the person 
in any criminal or civil proceeding. 
(h) On or after the fifth anniversary of a child's 16th birthday, 
on the motion of the child or on the truancy court's own 
motion, the truancy court may order the destruction of the 
child's records that have been sealed under this section if the 
child has not been convicted of a felony . 

Sec. 65.202. CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS. Records 
and files created under this chapter may be disclosed only to: 
(I) the judge of the truancy court, the truant conduct 
prosecutor. and the staff of the judge and prosecutor; 
(2) the child or an attorney for the child; 
(3) a governmental agency if the disclosure is required or 
authorized by law; 
( 4) a person or entity to whom the child is referred for 
treatment or services if the agency or institution disclosing the 
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information has entered into a written confidentiality 
agreement with the person or entity regarding the protection 
of the disclosed information; 
(5) the Texas Department of Criminal Justice and the Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department for the purpose of maintaining 
statistical records of recidivism and for diagnosis and 
classification; 
(6) the agency; or 
(7) with leave of the truancy court, any other person, agency, 
or institution having a legitimate interest in the proceeding or 
in the work of the court. 

Sec. 65 .203. DESTRUCTION OF CERTAlN RECORDS. A 
truancy court shall order the destruction of records relating to 
allegations of truant conduct that are held by the court or by 
the prosecutor if a prosecutor decides not to file a petition for 
an adjudication of truant conduct after a review of the referral 
under Section 65.053. 

SUBCHAPTER F. ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS 

Sec. 65.251. FAILURE TO OBEY TRUANCY COURT 
ORDER: CHILD IN CONTEMPT OF COURT. (a) If a child 
fails to obey an order issued by a truancy court under Section 
65. l 03(a) or a child is in direct contempt of court, the truancy 
court, after providing notice and an opportunity for a hearing, 
may hold the child in contempt of court and order either or 
both of the following: 
( 1) that the child pay a fine not to exceed $100; or 
(2) that the Department of Public Safety suspend the child's 
driver's license or permit or, if the child does not have a 
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license or permit, order that the Department of Public Safety 
deny the issuance of a license or permit to the child until the 
child fully complies with the court's orders. 
(b) If a child fails to obey an order issued by a truancy court 
under Section 65.103(a) or a child is in direct contempt of 
court and the child has failed to obey an order or has been 
found in direct contempt of court on two or more previous 
occasions, the truancy court, after providing notice and an 
opportunity for a hearing, may refer the child to the juvenile 
probation department as a request for truancy intervention, 
unless the child failed to obey the truancy court order or was 
in direct contempt of court while 17 years of age or older. 
(c) On referral of the child to the juvenile probation 
department, the truancy court shall provide to the juvenile 
probation department: 
(I) documentation of all truancy prevention measures taken 
by the originating school district: 
(2) documentation of all truancy orders for each of the child's 
previous truancy referrals, including: 
(A) court remedies and documentation of the child's failure to 
comply with the truancy court's orders, if applicable, 
demonstrating all interventions that were exhausted by the 
truancy court; and 
(8) documentation describing the child's direct contempt of 
court. if applicable; 
(3) the name, birth date, and last known address of the child 
and the school in which the child is enrolled; and 
(4) the name and last known address of the child's parent or 
guardian. 
(d) The juvenile probation department may, on review of 
information provided under Subsection (c): 
(I) offer further remedies related to the local plan for truancy 
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intervention strategies adopted under Section 25.0916, 
Education Code; or 
(2) refer the child to a juvenile court for a hearing to be 
conducted under Section 65.252. 
(e) A truancy court may not order the confinement of a child 
for the child's failure to obey an order of the court issued 
under Section 65.103(a). 

Sec. 65.252. PROCEEDINGS IN JUVENILE COURT. (a) 
After a referral by the local juvenile probation department, the 
juvenile court prosecutor shall determine if probable cause 
exists to believe that the child engaged in direct contempt of 
court or failed to obey an order of the truancy court under 
circumstances that would constitute contempt of court. On a 
finding that probable cause exists, the prosecutor shall 
determine whether to request an adjudication. Not later than 
the 20th day after the date the juvenile court receives a request 
for adjudication from the prosecutor, the juvenile court shall 
conduct a hearing to determine if the child engaged in conduct 
that constitutes contempt of the order issued by the truancy 
court or engaged in direct contempt of court. 
(b) lf the juvenile court finds that the child engaged in 
conduct that constitutes contempt of the order issued by the 
truancy court or direct contempt of court, the juvenile court 
shall: 
(I) enter an order requiring the child to comply with the 
truancy court's order; 
(2) forward a copy of the order to the truancy court within 
five days; and 
(3) admonish the child, orally and in writing, of the 
consequences of subsequent referrals to the juvenile court. 
including: 
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(A) a possible charge of delinquent conduct for contempt of 
the truancy court's order or direct contempt of court; and 
(B) a possible detention hearing. 
(c) If the juvenile court prosecutor finds that probable cause 
does not exist to believe that the child engaged in direct 
contempt or in conduct that constitutes contempt of the order 
issued by the truancy court, or if the juvenile probation 
department finds that extenuating circumstances caused the 
original truancy referral, the juvenile court shall enter an order 
requiring the child's continued compliance with the truancy 
court's order and notify the truancy court not later than the 
fifth day after the date the order is entered. 
(d) This section does not limit the discretion of a juvenile 
prosecutor or juvenile court to prosecute a child for conduct 
under Section 51 .03 . 

Sec. 65.253. PARENT OR OTHER PERSON IN 
CONTEMPT OF COURT. (a) A truancy court may enforce 
the following orders by contempt: 
( 1) an order that a parent of a child. guardian of a child, or 
any court-appointed guardian ad !item of a child attend an 
adjudication hearing under Section 65.062(b); 
(2) an order requiring a person other than a child to take a 
particular action under Section 65 .105(a); 
(3) an order that a child's parent. or other person responsible 
to support the child, reimburse the municipality or county for 
the cost of the guardian ad I item appointed for the child under 
Section 65.06 l(c); and 
( 4) an order that a parent, or person other than the child, pay 
the $50 court cost under Section 65.107. 
(b) A truancy court may find a parent or person other than the 
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child in direct contempt of the court. 
(c) The penalty for a finding of contempt under Subsection 
(a) or (b) is a fine in an amount not to exceed $100. 
(d) In addition to the assessment of a fine under Subsection 
(c), direct contempt of the truancy court by a parent or person 
other than the child is punishable by: 
(I) confinement in jail for a maximum of three days; 
(2) a maximum of 40 hours of community service; or 
(3) both confinement and community service. 

Sec. 65.254. WRIT OF ATTACHMENT. A truancy court 
may issue a writ of attachment for a person who violates an 
order entered under Section 65.057(c). The writ of attachment 
is executed in the same manner as in a criminal proceeding as 
provided by Chapter 24. Code of Criminal Procedure. 

Sec. 65.255. ENTRY OF TRUANCY COURT ORDER 
AGAINST PARENT OR OTHER ELIGIBLE PERSON . (a) 
The truancy court shall: 
( 1) provide notice to a person who is the subject of a 
proposed truancy court order under Section 65.253; and 
(2) provide a sufficient opportunity for the person to be heard 
regarding the proposed order. 
(b) A truancy court order under Section 65 .253 must be in 
writing and a copy promptly furnished to the parent or other 
eligible person. 
(c) The truancy court may require the parent or other eligible 
person to provide suitable identification to be included in the 
court's file. Suitable identification includes fingerprints, a 
driver's license number. a social security number, or similar 
indicia of identity. 
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Sec. 65.256. APPEAL. (a) The parent or other eligible 
person against whom a final truancy court order has been 
entered under Section 65.253 may appeal as provided by law 
from judgments entered by a justice court in civil cases. 
(b) Rule 506, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, applies to an 
appeal under this section, except an appeal bond is not 
required. 
(c) The pendency of an appeal initiated under this section 
does not abate or otherwise affect the proceedings in the 
truancy court involving the child. 

Sec. 65.257. MOTION FOR ENFORCEMENT. (a) The 
state may initiate enforcement of a truancy court order under 
Section 65.253 against a parent or person other than the child 
by filing a written motion. In ordinary and concise language, 
the motion must: 
(I) identify the provision of the order alleged Iv violated and 
sought to be enforced; 
(2) state specifically and factually the manner of the person's 
alleged noncompliance; 
(3) state the relief requested; and 
(4) contain the signature of the party filing the motion. 
(b) The state must allege the particular violation by the 
person of the truancy court order that the state had a 
reasonable basis for believing the person was violating when 
the motion was filed. 
(c) The truancy court may also initiate enforcement of an 
order under this section on its own motion. 
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Sec. 65.258. NOTICE AND APPEARANCE. (a) On the 
filing of a motion for enforcement, the truancy court shall by 
written notice set the date, time, and place of the hearing and 
order the person against whom enforcement is sought to 
appear and respond to the motion. 
(b) The notice must be given by personal service or by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, on or before the 10th 
day before the date of the hearing on the motion. The notice 
must include a copy of the motion for enforcement. Personal 
service must comply with the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
(c) If a person moves to strike or specially excepts to the 
motion for enforcement, the truancy court shall rule on the 
exception or motion to strike before the court hears evidence 
on the motion for enforcement. If an exception is sustained, 
the court shall give the movant an opportunity to replead and 
continue the hearing to a designated date and time without the 
requirement of additional service. 
(d) If a person who has been personally served with notice to 
appear at the hearing does not appear, the truancy court may 
not hold the person in contempt, but may issue a warrant for 
the arrest of the person. 

Sec. 65.259. CONDUCT OF ENFORCEMENT HEARING. 
(a) The movant must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the person against whom enforcement is sought engaged in 
conduct constituting contempt of a reasonable and lawful 
court order as alleged in the motion for enforcement. 
(b) The person against whom enforcement is sought has a 
privilege not to be called as a witness or otherwise to 
incriminate himself or herself. 
(c) The truancy court shall conduct the enforcement hearing 
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(d) The truancy court shall include in the court's judgment: 
(1) findings for each violation alleged in the motion for 
enforcement; and 
(2) the punishment, if any, to be imposed. 
( e) If the person against whom enforcement is sought was not 
represented by counsel during any previous court proceeding 
involving a motion for enforcement, the person may, through 
counsel, raise any defense or affirmative defense to the 
proceeding that could have been asserted in the previous court 
proceeding that was not asserted because the person was not 
represented by counsel. 
Cf) It is an affirmative defense to enforcement of a truancy 
court order under Section 65.253 that the court did not provide 
the parent or other eligible person with due process of law in 
the proceeding in which the court entered the order. 

SECTION 28. Section 264.304(c), Family Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
(c) The court shall determine that the child is an at-risk child 
if the court finds that the child has engaged in the following 
conduct: 
(I) conduct, other than a traffic offense and except as 
provided by Subsection (d), that violates: 
(A) the penal laws of this state; or 
(B) the penal ordinances of any political subdivision of this 
state; 
(2) the unexcused voluntary absence of the child on I 0 or 
more days or parts of days within a six-month period [er three 
er mere aays or parts of eays witkiA a fe1:1r week perioe] from 
school without the consent of the child's parent, managing 
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conservator, or guardian; 
(3) the voluntary absence of the child from the child's home 
without the consent of the child's parent, managing 
conservator, or guardian for a substantial length of time or 
without intent to return; 
(4) conduct that violates the laws of this state prohibiting 
driving while intoxicated or under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor (first or second offense) or driving while 
under the influence of any narcotic drug or of any other drug 
to a degree that renders the child incapable of safely driving a 
vehicle (first or second offense); or 
(5) conduct that evidences a clear and substantial intent to 
engage in any behavior described by Subdivisions ( 1)-(4). 

SECTION 29. Section 26.045(d), Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(d) A county court in a county with a population of 1.75 
million or more has original jurisdiction over cases alleging a 
violation of Section 25 .093 [or 25.094], Education Code,,_m: 
alleging truant conduct under Section 65 .003(a), Family Code. 

SECTION 30. Section 29.003(i), Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows : 
(i) A municipality may enter into an agreement with a 
contiguous municipality or a municipality with boundaries 
that are within one-half mile of the municipality seeking to 
enter into the agreement to establish concurrent jurisdiction of 
the municipal courts in the municipalities and provide original 
jurisdiction to a municipal court in which a case is brought as 
if the municipal court were located in the municipality in 
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SECTION I. Subtitle B, Title 2, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Chapter 36 to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 36. JUDICIAL DONATION TRUST FUNDS 

Sec. 36.001. ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FUNDS. (a) 
The governing body of a municipality or the commissioners 
court of a county may establish a judicial donation trust fund 
as a separate account held outside the municipal or countv 
treasury to be used in accordance with this chapter. 
(b) The governing body of a municipality or the 
commissioners court of a county may accept a gift, grant, 
donation, or other consideration from a public or private 
source that is designated for the judicial donation trust fund. 
(c) Money received under Subsection (b) shall be deposited in 
the judicial donation trust fund and may only be disbursed in 
accordance with this chapter. 
(d) Interest and income from the assets of the judicial 
donation trust fund shall be credited to and deposited in the 
trust fund. 

Sec. 36.002. PROCEDURES AND ELIGIBILITY. The 
governing body of a municipality or the commissioners court 
of a county shall: 
(I) adopt the procedures necessary to receive and disburse 
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which the case arose, for: 
(I) all cases in which either municipality has jurisdiction 
under Subsection (a); and 
(2) cases that arise under Section 821.022, Health and Safety 
Code, or Section 65.003(a) [~], Family [Edueatian] 
Code. 

SECTION 31. Subtitle B, Title 2, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Chapter 36 to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 36. JUDICIAL DONATION TRUST FUNDS 

Sec. 36.00 I. Same as House version. 

Sec. 36.002. PROCEDURES AND ELIGIBILITY. The 
governing body of a municipality or the commissioners court 
of a county shall: 
(I) adopt the procedures necessary to receive and disburse 
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money from the judicial donation trust fund under this 
chapter; and 
(2) establish eligibility requirements for disbursement of 
money under this chapter to assist needy children or families 
who appear before a justice or municipal court for a criminal 
offense, as applicable, by providing money for resources and 
services that eliminate barriers to school attendance or that 
seek to prevent criminal behavior. 

Sec. 36.003. USE OF FUNDS IN ACCOUNT. (a) The 
judge of a justice or municipal court, in accordance with 
Section 36.002, may award money from a judicial donation 
trust fund established under Section 36.00 I to eligible 
children or families who appear before the court for a truancy 
or curfew violation or in another misdemeanor offense 
proceeding before the court. 
(b) A judge of a justice or municipal court may order the 
municipal or county treasurer to issue payment from the 
judicial donation trust fund for money awarded under this 
section. 
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money from the judicial donation trust fund under this 
chapter; and 
(2) establish eligibility requirements for disbursement of 
money under this chapter to assist needy children or families 
who appear before a county, justice, or municipal court for a 
criminal offense or truant conduct, as applicable, by 
providing money for resources and services that eliminate 
barriers to school attendance or that seek to prevent criminal 
behavior. 

Sec. 36.003. USE OF FUNDS JN ACCOUNT. (a) The 
judge of a county, justice, or municipal court, in accordance 
with Section 36.002, may award money from a judicial 
donation trust fund established under Section 36.001 to 
eligible children or families who appear before the court for a 
truancy or curfew violation or in another misdemeanor offense 
proceeding before the court. 
(b) A judge ofa county, justice, or municipal court may order 
the municipal or county treasurer to issue payment from the 
judicial donation trust fund for money awarded under this 
section. 

SECTION 32. Section 54. I l 72(a), Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(a) The county judge may appoint one or more part-time or 
full-time magistrates to hear a matter alleging a violation of 
Section 25.093 [or 25 .094], Education Code, or alleging truant 
conduct under Section 65.003(a), Family Code. 

SECTION 33. Section 54. I 952(a), Government Code, is 
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amended to read as follows: 
(a) The county judge may appoint one or more part-time or 
full-time magistrates to hear a matter alleging a violation of 
Section 25.093 [or 25.094], Education Code, or alleging truant 
conduct under Section 65.003(a), Family Code, referred to the 
magistrate by a court having jurisdiction over the matter. 

SECTION 34. Section 54.1955, Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 54.1955. POWERS. (a) Except as limited by an order 
of the county judge, a magistrate appointed under this 
subchapter may: 
(I) conduct hearings; 
(2) hear evidence; 
(3) issue summons for the appearance of witnesses; 
(4) examine witnesses; 
(5) swear witnesses for hearings; 
(6) recommend rulings or orders or a judgment in a case; 
(7) regulate proceedings in a hearing; 
(8) accept a plea of guilty or nolo contendere in a case 
alleging a violation of Section 25.093 [or 25.094], Education 
Code, and assess a fine or court costs or order community 
service in satisfaction of a fine or costs in accordance with 
Article 45.049, Code of Criminal Procedure; 
(9) for a violation of Section 25.093, Education Code, enter 
an order suspending a sentence or deferring a final disposition 
that includes at least one of the requirements listed in Article 
45.051, Code of Criminal Procedure; 
(10) for an uncontested adjudication of truant conduct under 
Section 65.003. Family Code. accept a plea to the petition or a 
stipulation of evidence. and take any other action authorized 
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under Chapter 65. Family Code; and 
UJ} perform any act and take any measure necessary and 
proper for the efficient performance of the duties required by 
the referral order, including the entry of an order that includes 
at least one of the remedial options [req1:1iremeAts] in Section 
65.103, Family Code [Artiele 45 .Q54, Ceae ef CriffliAal 
Preeeame; ana 
[(11) iftJ:ie magistrate fiAds tJ:iat a eJ:iilQ as aet1Aea by Artiele 
45.Q58, Ceae ef CrimiRal PreeeaHre, J:ias "'ielatea an eraer 
HAder Artiele 45.Q54, Ceae af CrimiAal PraeeaHre, f!reeeed as 
aHtJ:ierizea by Artiele 45.QSQ, Ceae efCriffliAal PreeeaHre]. 
(b) With respect to an issue of law or fact the ruling on which 
could result in the dismissal of a prosecution under Section 
25.093 [er 25.Q94], Education Code, or a case of truant 
conduct under Section 65.003, Family Code, a magistrate may 
not rule on the issue but may make findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations on the issue. 

SECTION 35. Section 54.1956, Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 54.1956. NOT GUILTY PLEA ENTERED OR 
DENIAL OF ALLEGED CONDUCT. (fil On entry of a not 
guilty plea for a violation of Section 25 .093, Education Code, 
the magistrate shall refer the case back to the referring court 
for all further pretrial proceedings and a full trial on the merits 
before the court or a jury. 
(b) On denial by a child of truant conduct, as defined by 
Section 65.003(a), Family Code, the magistrate shall refer the 
case to the appropriate truancy court for adjudication. 
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SECTION 36. Section 71 .0352, Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec . 71.0352. JUVENILE DATA [~]: JUSTICE, 
MUNICIPAL, AND TRUANCY [JUVE}>HLE] COURTS. As 
a component of the official monthly report submitted to the 
Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System: 
( 1) ~justice court, [aREl] municipal court, or truancy court 
[~] shall report the number of cases filed for [tfle 
fellewiAg effeRses]: 
(A) truant conduct under Section 65.003(a). Family Code 
[faihm:i te atteRe selmel HReer !;eetieR 25.G94 , Ea1:1eatioR 
Gede] ; 
(8) the offense of parent contributing to nonattendance under 
Section 25.093, Education Code; and 
(C) ~ violation of a local daytime curfew ordinance adopted 
under Section 341.905 or 351.903, Local Government Code; 
and 
(2) in cases in which a child fails to obey an order of a justice 
court, [er] municipal court, or tniancy court under 
circumstances that would constitute contempt of court, the 
justice court, [er] municipal court, or truancy court shall 
report the number of incidents in which the child is: 
(A) referred to the appropriate juvenile court for delinquent 
conduct as provided by Article 45.050(c)(l), Code of Criminal 
Procedure, or [aREl] Section 65 .251 [5 l.03(a)(2)], Family 
Code; or 
(B) held in contempt, fined, or denied driving privileges as 
provided by Article 45.050(c)(2), Code of Criminal 
Procedure, or Section 65.251, Family Code. 

SECTION 37. Section 102.021 , Government Code, is 
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amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 102.021. COURT COSTS ON CONVICTION: CODE 
OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. A person convicted of an 
offense shall pay the following under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, in addition to all other costs: 
(I) court cost on conviction of any offense, other than a 
conviction of an offense relating to a pedestrian or the parking 
of a motor vehicle (Art. I 02.0045, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $4; 
(2) a fee for services of prosecutor (Art. 102.008, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... $25; 
(3) fees for services of peace officer: 
(A) issuing a written notice to appear in court for certain 
violations (Art. 102.011 , Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $5; 
(B) executing or processing an issued arrest warrant, capias, 
or capias pro fine (Art. 102.011, Code of Criminal Procedure) 
... $50; 
(C) summoning a witness (Art. I 02.011, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $5; 
(D) serving a writ not otherwise listed (Art. I 02.01 I, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... $35; 
(E) taking and approving a bond and, if necessary, returning 
the bond to courthouse (Art. I 02.011, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) . .. $10; 
(F) commitment or release (Art. I 02.011 , Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $5; 
(G) summoning a jury (Art. 102.011, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) .. . $5; 
(H) attendance of a prisoner in habeas corpus case if prisoner 
has been remanded to custody or held to bail (Art. 102.011, 
Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $8 each day; 
(I) mileage for certain services perfonned (Art. 102.011, 
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Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $0.29 per mile; and 
(J) services of a sheriff or constable who serves process and 
attends examining trial in certain cases (Art. 102.011, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... not to exceed $5; 
( 4) services of a peace officer in conveying a witness outside 
the county (Art. 102.011, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... 
$10 per day or part of a day, plus actual necessary travel 
expenses; 
(5) overtime of peace officer for time spent testifying in the 
trial or traveling to or from testifying in the trial (Art. I 02.011, 
Code of Criminal Procedure) ... actual cost; 
(6) court costs on an offense relating to rules of the road, 
when offense occurs within a school crossing zone (Art. 
102.014, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $25; 
(7) court costs on an offense of passing a school bus (Art. 
102.014, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $25; 
(8) court costs on an offense of parent contributing to student 
nonattendance [tniaRS)' or eoRwiln1tiRg to tr1:1aRey] (Art. 
102.014, Code of Criminal Procedure) . .. $20; 
(9) cost for visual recording of intoxication arrest before 
conviction (Art. 102.018, Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . 
$15; 
(10) cost of certain evaluations (Art. 102.018, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... actual cost; 
( 11) additional costs attendant to certain intoxication 
convictions under Chapter 49, Penal Code, for emergency 
medical services, trauma facilities, and trauma care systems 
(Art. 102.0185, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $100; 
(12) additional costs attendant to certain child sexual assault 
and related convictions, for child abuse prevention programs 
(Art. 102.0186, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $100; 
(13) court cost for DNA testing for certain felonies (Art. 
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102.020(a)(I), Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $250; 
(14) court cost for DNA testing for the offense of public 
lewdness or indecent exposure (Art. 102.020(a)(2), Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... $50; 
( 15) court cost for DNA testing for certain felonies (Art. 
102.020(a)(3), Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $34; 
( 16) if required by the court, a restitution fee for costs 
incurred in collecting restitution installments and for the 
compensation to victims of crime fund (Art. 42.037, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... $12; 
( 17) if directed by the justice of the peace or municipal court 
judge hearing the case, court costs on conviction in a criminal 
action (Art. 45.041, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... part or 
all of the costs as directed by the judge; and 
( 18) costs attendant to convictions under Chapter 49, Penal 
Code, and under Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code, to help 
fund drug court programs established under Chapter 122, 123, 
124, or 125, Government Code, or former law (Art. I 02.0178, 
Code of Criminal Procedure) .. . $60. 

SECTION 38. Section 103.021, Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 103.021. ADDITIONAL FEES AND COSTS fN 
CRIMINAL OR CIVIL CASES: CODE OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE. An accused or defendant, or a party to a civil 
suit, as applicable, shall pay the following fees and costs 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure if ordered by the court 
or otherwise required: 
( 1) a personal bond fee (Art. 17.42, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... the greater of $20 or three percent of the 
amount of the bail fixed for the accused; 
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( 10) additional community supervision fee for certain 
offenses (Art. 42.12, Code of Criminal Procedure) . . . $5 per 
month; 
(11) for certain financially able sex offenders as a condition 
of community supervision, the costs of treatment, specialized 
supervision, or rehabilitation (A1t. 42 .12, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... all or part of the reasonable and necessary 
costs of the treatment, supervision, or rehabilitation as 
detennined by the judge; 
( 12) fee for failure to appear for trial in a justice or municipal 
court if a jury trial is not waived (Art. 45 .026, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... costs incurred for impaneling the 
Jury; 
( 13) costs of certain testing, assessments, or programs during 
a deferral period (Art. 45.051 , Code of Criminal Procedure) .. 
. amount ordered; 
( 14) special expense on dismissal of certain misdemeanor 
complaints (Art. 45.051 , Code of Criminal Procedure) . .. not 
to exceed amount of fine assessed; 
(15) an additional fee : 
(A) for a copy of the defendant's driving record to be 
requested from the Department of Public Safety by the judge 
(Art. 45.051 l(c-l), Code of Criminal Procedure) ... amount 
equal to the sum of the fee established by Section 521 .048, 
Transportation Code, and the state electronic Internet portal 
fee; 
(B) as an administrative fee for requesting a driving safety 
course or a course under the motorcycle operator training and 
safety program for certain traffic offenses to cover the cost of 
administering the article (Art. 45.0511 (f)(l ), Code of Criminal 
Procedure) . . . not to exceed $1 O; or 
(C) for requesting a driving safety course or a course under 

68 

CONFERENCE 

15.148.494 



HOUSE VERSION 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33873 

House Bill 2398 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (CS) 

the motorcycle operator training and safety program before 
the final disposition of the case (Art. 45.0511 (t)(2), Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... not to exceed the maximum amount 
of the fine for the offense committed by the defendant; 
(16) a request fee for teen court program (Art. 45.052, Code 
of Criminal Procedure) ... $20, ifthe court ordering the fee is 
located in the Texas-Louisiana border region, but otherwise 
not to exceed $1 O; 
( 17) a fee to cover costs of required duties of teen court (Art. 
45.052, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $20, if the cou1i 
ordering the fee is located in the Texas-Louisiana border 
region, but otherwise $1 O; 
(18) a mileage fee for officer performing certain services 
(Art. 102.00 I, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... $0.15 per 
mile; 
(I 9) certified mailing of notice of hearing date (Art. 102.006, 
Code of Criminal Procedure) . .. $1 , plus postage; 
(20) certified mailing of certified copies of an order of 
expunction (Art. 102.006, Code of Criminal Procedure) . .. 
$2, plus postage; 
(20-a) a fee to defray the cost of notifying state agencies of 
orders of expungement (Art. 45.0216, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $30 per application; 
[(20 b) a fee to defray the cost of notifying state agencies of 
orders of el<punction (Art. 45.055 , Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $30 per application;] 
(21) sight orders: 
(A) if the face amount of the check or sight order does not 
exceed $10 (Art. 102.007, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... 
not to exceed $1 O; 
(B) if the face amount of the check or sight order is greater 
than $10 but does not exceed $100 (Art. 102.007, Code of 

69 

CONFERENCE 

15.148.494 



HOUSE VERSION 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33873 

House Bill 2398 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (CS) 

Criminal Procedure) . . . not to exceed $15; 
(C) if the face amount of the check or sight order is greater 
than $100 but does not exceed $300 (Art. 102.007, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... not to exceed $30; 
(D) if the face amount of the check or sight order is greater 
than $300 but does not exceed $500 (Art. 102.007, Code of 
Criminal Procedure) ... not to exceed $50; and 
(E) if the face amount of the check or sight order is greater 
than $500 (Art. 102.007, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... not 
to exceed $75; 
(22) fees for a pretrial intervention program: 
(A) a supervision fee (Art. 102.0 l 2(a), Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... $60 a month plus expenses; and 
(B) a district attorney, criminal district attorney, or county 
attorney administrative fee (Art. 102.0121, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... not to exceed $500; 
(23) parking fee violations for child safety fund in 
municipalities with populations: 
(A) greater than 850,000 (Art. 102.014, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... not less than $2 and not to exceed $5; and 
(B) less than 850,000 (Art. 102.014, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... not to exceed $5; 
(24) an administrative fee for collection of fines, fees, 
restitution, or other costs (Art. I 02.072, Code of Criminal 
Procedure) ... not to exceed $2 for each transaction; and 
(25) a collection fee, if authorized by the commissioners 
court of a county or the governing body of a municipality, for 
certain debts and accounts receivable, including unpaid fines, 
fees, court costs, forfeited bonds, and restitution ordered paid 
(Art. l 03.0031, Code of Criminal Procedure) ... 30 percent of 
an amount more than 60 days past due. 
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No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 5. Section 8 l.032, Local Government Code, is 
amended. 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 6. (a) Article 45.0531, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, as added by this Act, applies only to an offense 
committed on or after the effective date of this Act. An 
offense committed before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect on the date the offense was 
committed, and the former law is continued in effect for that 
purpose. For purposes of this section, an offense was 
committed before the effective date of this Act if any element 
of the offense was committed before that date. 
(b) Section 54.03(g-l), Family Code, as added by this Act, 
applies only to conduct that occurs on or after the effective 
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SECTION 39. Subchapter B, Chapter 103, Government 
Code, is amended by adding Section 103.035 to read as 
follows: 
Sec. 103 .035. ADDITIONAL COSTS IN TRUANCY 
CASES: FAMILY CODE. A party to a truancy case in a 
truancy court shall pay court costs of $50 under Section 
65.107, Family Code, if ordered by the truancy court. 

SECTION 40. Same as House version. 

SECTION 41 . The following laws are repealed: 
(1) Articles 45.054 and 45.055, Code of Criminal Procedw·e; 
(2) Sections 25.094 and 25.0916(d), Education Code; and 
(3) Sections 51.03( d), ( e-1 ), and (g), 5 l.04(h), 51.08( e), 
54.021, 54.0402, 54.041 (t) and (g), and 54.05(a-1 ), Family 
Code. 

No equivalent provision. 

71 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 39. Same as Senate version . 

SECTION 40. Same as House version. 

SECTION 41. Same as Senate version. 

Same as Senate version. 

15.148.494 



HOUSE VERSION 

date of this Act. Conduct that occurs before the effective date 
of this Act is governed by the law in effect at the time the 
conduct occurred, and the former law is continued in effect for 
that purpose. For the purposes of this section, conduct occurs 
before the effective date of this Act if any element of the 
conduct occurred before that date. 

SECTION 7. Article 45.0541, Code of Criminal Procedure, 
as added by this Act, applies to the expunction or destruction 
of a truancy record or file existing on or after the effective 
date of this Act regardless of when the offense or conduct that 
is the subject of the record or file was committed. 

No equivalent provision. 

No equivalent provision. 
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No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 42. The changes in law made by this Act apply 
only to an offense committed or conduct that occurs on or 
after the effective date of this Act. An offense committed or 
conduct that occurs before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect on the date the offense was 
committed or the conduct occurred, and the former law is 
continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this 
section, an offense is committed or conduct occurs before the 
effective date of this Act if any element of the offense or 
conduct occurs before that date. 

SECTION 43. To the extent of any conflict, this Act prevails 
over another Act of the 84th Legislature, Regular Session, 
2015, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections 
in enacted codes. 
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SECTION 8. This Act takes effect September I, 2015. 
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SECTION 44. Same as House version. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 29, 2015 

TO: Honorable Dau Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB2398 by White, James (Relating to court jurisdiction and procedures relating to 
truancy; establishing judicial donation trust funds; providing criminal penalties; imposing 
a court cost.). Conference Committee Report 

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for HB2398, Conference 
Committee Report: a positive impact of $236,809 through the biennium ending August 31 . 2017. 

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of 
funds to implement the provisions of the bill. 

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact: 

Fiscal Year 

All Funds, Five-Year Impact: 

Probable 

2016 

201 7 

20 18 

20l9 

2020 

Savings/(Cost) from 

Probable Net Positivc/(Negative) Impact 
to C:reneral Revenue Related Funds 

Probable Revenue 
Gain/(Loss) from 

$77.369 

$159.440 

$ 158,047 

$I 58,047 

$158,047 

Probable Revenue 
Gaiu/{Los.s) from 

Fiscal Year General Revenue F1uul General Revenue Fund General RevemJe 
l l Dedicated 

2016 $2 18.13 1 ($140.762) ($880.169) 

20 17 $300,202 ($ I 40,762) ($880,169) 

20 18 $298,809 ($140,762) ($880,169) 

2019 $298,809 ($J40,762) ($880,169) 

2020 $298,809 ($I 40,762) ($880,169) 
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Probable Revenue 
Gaio/(Loss) from 

Judicial F10ld 
573 

($ 140,679) 

($ 140,679) 

($ 140,679) 

($ 140,679) 

($140,679) 



Fiscal Analysis 

Probable Revenue 
Gain/(Loss) from 

Appropriated Fund 
Fiscal Year 0977 lAw Enforcement 

and Custodial Officer 
Supplement Retirement 

Trust Fund 

2016 ($104.502) 

20L7 ($I 04.502) 

20L8 ($104.502) 

2019 ($ L04,502) 

2020 ($104,502) 

The bill would repeal the offense of failure to attend school in Section 25.094 of the Education 
Code and removes truancy from the definition of conduct indicating need for supervision 
currently under the Family Code Section 51.03(b )(2). It would create a new civil offense called 
"truant conduct," which would apply to a child age 12 or older and younger than 19. This 
increases the age through which students are required to attend school by one year. 

The current offense of parent contributing to nonattendance would have fines capped at $100 for 
a first offense, and increase by $100 for each subsequent offense up to a maximum of $500. 

The optional referral to coLrrt for both students and parents after unexcused absences for three 
days or parts of days in a four week period is removed; only referrals for unexcused absences on 
10 or more days or parts of days remains. School districts are also allowed to delay or forego 
referring a student to truancy court if the school district applies truancy prevention measures, 
determines that those are succeeding, and decides it is in the best interest of the student to delay or 
forego court referral. 

TI1e Texas Education Agency (TEA) would be required to create minimum standards and establish 
best practices for truancy prevention measures, and adopt rules for sanctioning school districts 
found to be noncompliant with those minimum standards . The bill requires school districts to 
employ a truancy prevention facilitator or designate an existing employee as such. The bill would 
require school districts to take one or more of specified actions as tmancy prevention measures if 
a student has unexcused absences for three days or parts of days in a four week period. The bill 
would prohibit a school district from referring a student to truancy court if the school determines 
that the student's truancy is due to pregnancy, being in foster care, homelessness, or being the 
principal earner for the student's family. 

The bill would create a new type of truancy court. Truant conduct would only be prosecuted as a 
civil case and only in a truancy court. Justice, municipal, and certain constitutional county courts 
would be designated as truancy courts. The bill also establishes procedures for the new truancy 
courts. The bill requires a truant conduct prosecutor to review referrals and decide whether or not 
to petition the truancy couit for adjudication of the case, and requires a truancy court to dismiss 
any referrals that do not comply with requirements. ff a truancy court determines that probable 
cause exists to believe that a child alleged to have engaged in truant conduct has a mental illness, 
the court would be required to dismiss the petition. If the child, parent, or a witness in a case does 
not speak English, or is deaf, an interpreter must interpret for the person. 

The bill requires a person to be served with a summons by registered or ce11ified mail or in 
person. The bill requires a parent of a child to be p1·esent at a truancy court hearing, unless 

Page 2of5 



specifically excused. If a child appears before the truancy court without a parent or guardian, or 
the parents or guardians are incapable or unwilling to make decisions in the best interests of tbe 
child, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem or an attorney to protect the interests of the chi1d 
jn the proceedings. If the parent or person responsible for supporting the child has sufficient 
resources, the court may require them to reimburse the county or municipality for the cost ofthe 
guardian ad litem or attorney. 

lf a truancy court finds that a child engaged in truant conduct, the court would be able to, after a 
hearing, enter remedial orders for the child, parent(s), or any other person contributing to the 
truant conduct. These remedial orders would vary, but could include attendance at school or 
tutoring, participation in certain programs or community service, or suspension of drivers' 
licenses or permits for the children. If the child, parent, or other person contributing to tmant 
conduct failed to obey the truancy court orders, the truancy court could find the person in 
contempt of court. The biJJ requires juvenile courts to conduct a hearing within 20 days of a 
juvenile prosecutor's requesr for adjudication to determine a child referred from tmancy court for 
contempt did engage in conduct that wou ld constitute contempt. 

Upon a finding of tmant conduct, the child, parent, or other person responsible for the child's 
support could be assessed a local court cost of $50, if the party were financially able to pay that 
cost. Those court costs collected would be deposited in a special account to be used only to offset 
the cost of the truancy court's operations. A child found to have engaged in truant conduct could 
apply to have his or her records sealed by the truancy court at age 18, and the truancy court would 
be required to seal the records after detennining the chiJd had complied with the cotu1 ordered 
remedies. 

The bill would permit the governing body of a municipality or the county commissioners court of 
a county to establish a judicial trust fund to assist children and families who appear in courr for 
truancy or parent conh·ibuting to nonattendance. Under the bill, the governing body of a 
municipality or the commissioners court would establish procedures to receive and disperse funds 
and establish the eligibility requirements to disperse money. Tue bill would pem1it a judge to 
award money from the judicial trust fund to assist eligible children or families to eliminate 
barriers to school attendance or prevent criminal behavior. 

Methodology 

The bill would increase the compulsory attendance age from 18 to J 9. The Texas Education 
Agency estimates that this change will not significantly affect state cost under the Foundation 
School Program because tbe addjtional students subject to compulsory attendance requirements 
under the bill are also entitled to the benefits of the Foundation School Program under current law. 
TEA indicated that to the extent sanctions may be required for school districts, there may be costs 
associated that cannot be determined at this time. 

The Office of Court Administration does not anticipate the new court procedures would cause any 
significant increase or decrease in the workload of the courts. 

Repealing the offenses in the Education Code, which are Class C misdemeanors, would result in a 
loss of cow·t cost revenue to the state from these cases. lncluding cases from Dallas and Fort Bend 
Truancy com1s, as well as justice and municipal courts, there were 93,786 complaints of failure to 
attend school in fiscal year 2014. The Office of Court Admi1Jistration estimated that 50 percent of 
these types of cases result in a conviction or deferred disposition, both of which result in the 
assessment of court costs. Applying the 50 percent conviction rate would yield 46,893 cases in 
which court costs would have been assessed (93,783 x 0.5 = 46,893). The state portion of court 
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costs assessed on these cases is $54 per case. The number of cases with court costs assessed, 
mult1plied by the court cost per case would yie ld $2,532,222 (46,893 x $54 = $2,532,222). 
Assuming a collection rate to the assessed court costs of 50 percent would result in an estimated 
$1,266,111 in lost court cost revenue per year ($2,532,222 x 0.5 = $1,266,l 11 ). 

Removing truancy from the definition of conduct indicating need for supervision (CINS) would 
result in savings to the state from a reduction in the state share of juvenile probation costs for 
those children who would otherwise be supervised for truancy. In fiscal year 2014, 357 children 
were placed on local supervision for truancy. Based on the average cost of $5.40 per day of 
juvenile probation supervision found in the General Appropriations Act, this would result in an 
annual savings of just under $300,000. First year savings would be less because of a delay 
between when an offense is committed and a child would begin supervision. If the biJl becomes 
effective immediately, savings in the first year would be slightly greater. 

Local Government Impact 

County and municipal governments would see reduced revenue from the Local portion of courts 
costs collected for the repealed Class C misdemeanor offense, which could be offset by the $50 
court cost in the new truancy court, as well as a reduction in fines collected. 

Assuming 50 percent of 93,786 failure to attend cases have court costs assessed and a collection 
rate of 50 percent, there would be a loss of $770,772 in revenue to local governments per year. 
There would be an indeterminate loss in fine revenue to local governments from the repeal of 
failure to attend school cases. 

The new truancy court would impose a court cost of $50 on findings of truancy, if the defendant is 
able to pay. OCA estimates that 90 percent of families will be able to pay. Assuming a 50 percent 
collection rate on those that are assessed the court cost, this court cost would yield a gain of up to 
approximately $1,055,093 in revenue per year. However, referrals and revenue may be lower than 
estimated given that school districts would be prohibited from referring for three absences only, 
and would also be able to defer or forego refe1Tals after 10 absences under certain circumstances. 

Removing truancy from the definition of conduct indicating need for supervision (CINS) would 
also result in local savings from a reduction in the local share of juvenile probation costs for those 
children who would otherwise be supervised for truancy. ln fiscal year 2014, 357 children were 
placed on local supervision for truancy. Based on the average cost of $7.85 per day of juvenile 
probation st1pervision found in the Uniform Cost Report, this would result in an annual savings of 
approximately $435,000. First year savings would be less because of a delay between when an 
offense is committed and a child would begin supervision. lf the bi11 becomes effective 
immediately~ savings in the first year would be slightly greater. 

The Juvenile Justice Department indicates that several procedural changes in the bill may have 
local cost to both the new truancy courts and the existing juvenile courts, though these cannot be 
determined at this time and would vary by jurisdiction. Travis, Midland, and El Paso Counties 
indicated they may have to add or reassign staff to expw1ge failure to attend school records as 
required by the bill and to meet other requirements of the bill. 

Earlier interventions for some students could affect attendance rates and thus school district 
funding, but there are no data to estimate the possible fiscal impact. There may be additional costs 
to school districts to either hire a truancy prevention facilitator or to add these duties to an 
existing employee. There may be costs to adopt policies for trua11cy prevention measures. Not 
following these measures could lead to sanctions from the TEA. 
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Source Agencies: 644 Juvenile Justice Department. 212 Office of Court Administration , 
Texas Judicial Council , 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 701 Central 
Education Agency 

LBB Staff: UP, SD, JQ, ESil JJ, JPo, KJo, KVe, AW 
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