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CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

3rd Printing 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

S.B. No. 30 

1 AN ACT 

2 r el~ting to ballot language requirements for a proposition seeking 

3 voter approval for the issuance of bonds. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

5 SECTION 1. Section 45. 003, Edu cat ion Code, is amended by 

6 adding Subsections (g) and (h) to read as f ollows : 

7 (g) Notwithstanding Section 1251.052 , Government Code, the 

8 ~stion of whether to approve the is s uance of bonds for the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

construction, acquisition, and equipment o f schoo l buildings in the 

district, the purchase of new school buses , and the purchase of 

necessary sites for school buildings may be submitted to the voters 

in a single ballot proposition, excep t t h at bonds for each of the 

f ollowing purposes must be stated in a sep a rate proposition: 

(1) the construction, acqui s ition, or e quipment of a 

stadium with seating capacity for more than 1 , 00 0 s p ectators; 

(2) the construction, acqui s ition , or equipment of a 

17 natatorium; 

18 ( 3) the construct ion, acquisition, o r equipment of 

19 anotber recreational facility other than a gymnasium, playground, 

20 or play area; 

21 (4) the construction, acqui s ition, or e quipment of a 

22 performing arts fa c ility; 

23 ( 5) the construct ion, acquis i tion, or equipment of 

24 housing for teachers as determined by the distr i ct to be necessary 
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S.B. No. 30 

1 t o have a sufficient number of teachers fo r the district ; and 

(6) an acquisition or update of te chnology equipment, 

3 other than equipment used for schoo l secu rity purposes or 

4 t ech nology infrastructure integral to the c onstruction of a 

5 f acility. 

6 (h) The question of whe ther to app r ove the issuance of bonds 

7 f or a building described by Subsection (g) (1) , ( 2 ) , (3), (4), or (5) 

8 must be printed on the ballot as a separate b allot proposition 

9 r egardless of whether that building is pr oposed as p a rt of the same 

10 c omplex or building that contains trad i tional classroom 

11 f acilities. Each separate ballot prop osition required by this 

12 subsection must state the principal amount of th e bonds to be issued 

13 t hat constitutes the cost for construction of t hat portion of the 

14 building or complex attributab le to the building described _E.y 

1 1-
. ) Sub s e ct ion ( g ) ( 1 ) , ( 2 ) , ( 3 ) , ( 4 ) , o r ( 5 ) or t o the t r ad it ion a 1 

16 c lassroom facilities, as applicab le. 

17 SECTION 2. Section 52.072( e) , Ele c tion Code , is amended to 

18 r ead as follows: 

19 (e) In addition to any other requirement impose d by law for 

20 a proposition, including a provision pr e scribing t h e proposition 

21 language, a propositio n submitted to the vo ters fo r approval of the 

22 [ issuance of bonds or the] imposition , increase, or reduction o f a 

23 t ax shall specifically state , as applicab l e : 

24 ( 1) [with respect to a proposition seeking voter 

25 approval of the issuance of bonds: 

26 [(A) the total princip a l amount of the bonds to 

27 he authoriBed, if approved; and 

86R37035 ATP-D 2 



S.B. No. 30 

1 [(~) a general description of the purposes for 

2 which the bonds are to be authori:oed, if approved; 

3 [~] with respect to a proposition that only seeks 

4 voter approval of the imposition or increase of a tax, the amount of 

5 or maximum tax rate of the tax or tax increase for wh i ch approval is 

6 sought; or 

7 ( 2) [-{-.J..}] with respect to a proposition that only 

8 seeks voter approval of the reduction of a tax, the amount of tax 

9 r ate reduction or the tax rate for which approval is sought. 

10 SECTION 3. Chapter 1251, Government Code , is amended by 

11 designating Sections 1251.001, 1251.003, 1251.004, 1251.005, and 

12 1251. 006 as Subchapter A and adding a subchapter heading to read as 

13 f ollows: 

14 SUBCHAPTER A. PROVISIONS RELATING GENERALLY TO COUNTY AND 

15 MUNICIPAL BOND ELECTIONS 

16 SECTION 4. Chapter 1251, Government Code, is amended by 

17 adding Subchapter B to read as follows: 

18 SUBCHAPTER B. BALLOT FOR DEBT OBL I GATIONS ISSUED BY POLITICAL 

19 SUBDIVIS I ON 

2 () Sec. 1251. 051. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter: 

21 (1) "Debt obligation" mean s a public security, as 

22 defined by Section 1201. 002, secured by and payable fro m ad valor em 

23 t axes. The term does not include public securities that are 

24 designated as self-supporting by the political subdivision issuing 

t he securities. 

26 (2) "Political subdivision" means a municipality, 

27 county, school district, or special taxing district. 
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S.B. No. 30 

l Sec. 1251.052. FORM. (a) The ballot fo r a measure seeking 

2 voter approval of the issuance of debt ob ligations by a political 

3 subdivision shall spec if ically state: 

4 (1) a plain language des c rip tion of the single 

~) s pe cif ic purposes for which the debt obligations are to be 

6 authorized; 

7 (2) the total principal amount of the debt obligations 

8 t o be authorized; and 

9 (3) that taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and 

10 interest on the debt obligations wil l be imposed. 

11 (a-1) Each single specific pur pos e for which debt 

12 obligations requiring voter approval a r e to be i ssued must be 

13 printed on the ballot as a separate proposition . A proposition may 

14 include as a specific purpos e one or more st ructures or 

l e
_) improvements serving the substantially same pu r pose and may include 

16 r elated improvements and equipment nec e ssary to accomplish the 

17 s pe c ific purpose. 

18 

19 

SECTION 5. Section 1251.002, Gove r nment Code , is repealed. 

SECTION 6. The change in law made by this Act applies only 

20 t o an election ordered on or after the effective date of this Act. 

21 An election ordered before the effect i ve date of this Act is 

22 governed by the law in effect when the ele c tion was ordered, and the 

23 f ormer law is continued in effect for that purpose. 

24 SECTION 7. This Act takes effect Septemb e r 1 , 2019. 
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SENATE VERSION 

SECTION 1. Section 45.003, Education Code, is amended. 
Among other provisions, Subsection (g) is added to read as 
follows: 
(g) Notwithstanding Section 52.072, Election Code. the 
question of whether to approve the issuance of bonds for the 
construction, acquisition. and equipment of school buildings 
in the district and the purchase of necessary sites for school 
buildings may be submitted to the voters in a single ballot 
proposition, except that bonds for each of the following 
purposes must be stated in a separate proposition: 

(1) the construction. improvement, or renovation of a 
stadium; 

(2) the construction, improvement, or renovation of a 
natatorium; 
(3) the construction. improvement. or renovation of another 
recreational facility other than a gymnasium; 

( 4) the construction, improvement. or renovation of a 
performing arts facility; 

(5) the construction, improvement, or renovation of housing 
for teachers as determined by the district to be necessary to 
have a sufficient number of teachers for the district; and 

(6) an acquisition or update of technology equipment, other 
than equipment used for school security purposes. 

Associated CCR Draft: 86R37035 

Senate Bill 30 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

HOUSE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION 1. Same as Senate version except as follows : 

(g) Notwithstanding Section 1251.052, Government Code, 
the question of whether to approve the issuance of bonds for 
the construction. acquisition. and equipment of school 
buildings in the district, the purchase of new school buses, 
and the purchase of necessary sites for school buildings may 
be submitted to the voters in a single ballot proposition. 
except that bonds for each of the following purposes must be 
stated in a separate proposition: [FAl(l)-(2)] 
(1) the construction, acquisition, or equipment of a stadium 
with seating capacity for more than 1,000 spectators; 
[FA1(3)-(4)] 
(2) the construction, acquisition, or equipment of a 
natatorium; [FA1(5)] 
(3) the construction, acquisition, or equipment of another 
recreational facility other than a gymnasium, plavground, or 
plav area; [FA1(6);FA1(18),FA2] 
(4) the construction. acquisition. or equipment of a 
performing arts facility with a seating capacity of greater 
than 500; [FA1(7);FA1(19),FA2] 
(5) the construction. acquisition. or equipment of housing 
for teachers as determined by the district to be necessary to 
have a sufficient number of teachers for the district; and 
[FA1(8)] 
(6) an acquisition or update of technology equipment, other 
than equipment used for school security purposes or 
technology infrastructure integral to the construction ofa 
facility. [FA1(9)] 

1 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 1. Same as House version except as follows: 

(4) the construction, acquisition, or equipment of a 
performing arts facility. 

19.145.496 



SENATE VERSION 

SECTION 2. Section 52.072, Election Code, is amended by 
amending Subsection (e) and adding Subsection (f) to read 
as follows: 
( e) In addition to any other requirement imposed by law for 
a proposition, including a provision prescribing the 
proposition language, a proposition submitted to the voters 
for approval of the issuance of bonds or the imposition, 
increase, or reduction of a tax shall specifically state, as 
applicable: 
(1) with respect to a proposition seeking voter approval of 
the issuance of bonds: 
(A) the total principal amount of the bonds to be 
authorized, if approved; and 
(B) a plain language [general] description of the single 
specific purpose [the fl\:Kfl0Ses] for which the bonds are to 
be authorized, if approved; 
(2) with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter 
approval of the imposition or increase of a tax, the amount 
of or maximum tax rate of the tax or tax increase for which 
approval is sought; or 
(3) with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter 
approval of the reduction of a tax, the amount of tax rate 
reduction or the tax rate for which approval is sought. 

(f) Each single specific mu:pose for which bonds requiring 
voter approval are to be issued must be printed on the ballot 
as a separate proposition. 

No equivalent provision. 

Associated CCR Draft: 86R37035 

Senate Bill 30 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

HOUSE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION 2. Section 52.072(e), Election Code, is amended 
to read as follows: [FAl(lO)] 

( e) In addition to any other requirement imposed by law for 
a proposition, including a provision prescribing the 
proposition language, a proposition submitted to the voters 
for approval of the [issN111tee 9f h91ttls 91' the]imposition, 
increase, or reduction of a tax shall specifically state, as 
applicable: [FAl(ll)] 
(1) [lwth respeet t9 flJJl'6JJHiti911 seeki11g WJter flJJIJ1'6Wll ef 
the issN111tee 9f h61ttls: 
[(A) the t9tfll pri11eipfll 1111t6N1tt B-f the h91ttls t9 he 
f1Nth9rit;etl, ijtlJ11H'9.w/; fllftl 
[(B) fl general tleseripti91f 9f the flwpeses J't>r JW.ieh the 
h91ttls fire t9 he flNthtJrhet#, if flJJIJ1'6.wl; 

[ ~] with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter 
approval of the imposition or increase of a tax, the amount 
of or maximum tax rate of the tax or tax increase for which 
approval is sought; or 
(2) [f31] with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter 
approval of the reduction of a tax, the amount of tax rate 
reduction or the tax rate for which approval is sought. 

(See Sec. 1251.052(a-J)in SECTION 4 below.) 

SECTION 3. Chapter 1251, Government Code, is amended 
by designating Sections 1251.001, 1251.003, 1251.004, 
1251.005, and 1251.006 as Subchapter A and adding a 
subchapter heading to read as follows: 

2 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 2. Same as House version. 

SECTION 3. Same as House version. 
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SENATE VERSION 

No equivalent provision. 

(See Sec. 52.072(/) in SECTION 2 above) 

Associated CCR Draft: 86R37035 

Senate Bill 30 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

HOUSE VERSION (IE) 

SUBCHAPTER A. PROVISIONS RELATING 
GENERALLY TO COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL BOND 
ELECTIONS 

SECTION 4. Chapter 1251, Government Code, is amended 
by adding Subchapter B to read as follows: 
SUBCHAPTER B. BALLOT FOR DEBT OBLIGATIONS 
ISSUED BY POLITICAL SUBDNISION 

Sec. 1251.051. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter: 
(1) "Debt obligation" means a public security. as defined by 
Section 1201.002, secured by and payable from ad valorem 
taxes. The term does not include public securities that are 
designated as self-supporting by the political subdivision 
issuing the securities. 
(2) "Political subdivision" means a municipality, county. 
school district. or special taxing district. 

Sec. 1251.052. FORM. (a) The ballot for a measure seeking 
voter approval of the issuance of debt obligations by a 
political subdivision shall specifically state: 
(1) a plain language description of the single specific 
purposes for which the debt obligations are to be authorized; 
(2) the total principal amount of the debt obligations to be 
authorized; and 
(3) that taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest 
on the debt obligations will be imposed. [FA1(12)] 
(a-1) Each single specific purpose for which debt obligations 
requiring voter approval are to be issued must be printed on 
the ballot as a separate proposition. A proposition mav 
include as a specific purpose one or more structures or 
improvements serving the substantially same purpose and 

3 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 4. Same as House version. 
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SENATE VERSION 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 3. Saving provision. 

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019. 

Associated CCR Draft: 86R37035 

Senate Bill 30 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

HOUSE VERSION (IE) 

mav include related improvements and equipment 
necessary to accomplish the specific purpose. [FA1(13)
(15)] 

SECTION . Section 1251.002, Government Code, is 
repealed. [FA 1 ( 16)] 

SECTION 3. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 4. Same as Senate version. 

4 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION 6. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 7. Same as Senate version. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 86TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 25, 2019 

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Dennis Bonnen, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives 

FROM: John McGeady, Assistant Director Sarah Keyton, Assistant Director 
Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB30 by Birdwell (Relating to ballot language requirements for a proposition seeking 
voter approval for the issuance of bonds.), Conference Committee Report 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

Based on analysis by the Secretary of State, it is assumed that the provisions of the bill relating to 
bond election ballot language requirements could be absorbed using existing resources. 

According to the Bond Review Board, the bill provides for no additional debt authorization but its 
impact on state debt cannot be determined at this point. 

According to the Texas Education Agency, the bill is not anticipated to have a fiscal implication to 
the State. 

Local Government Impact 

According to the Texas Association of Counties, some counties would likely need to purchase 
additional electronic voting equipment and hire and train additional staff. It is assumed the bill 
would have a fiscal impact on counties, but the exact impact cannot be determined at this time. 
According to the Texas Municipal League, the bill would have no significant fiscal impact to 
cities. It is assumed that any costs associated with the provisions of the bill relating to bond 
elections for school districts could be absorbed within existing resources. 

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State 

LBB Staff: WP, JMO, CMa, NV, AF 
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