BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center H.B. 1507
By: Wolens (Duncan)
Jurisprudence
4/23/1999
Engrossed
DIGEST

Currently, Texaslaw prohibitsthe unauthorized practice of law. A federal court in Dalashasheld that the
sale of a software product constituted the unauthorized practice of law, as defined in the Government
Code. Thishill would define the practice of law.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 1507 defines the practice of law.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 81.101, Government Code, by adding Subsection (c), to define” practice
of law.” Providesthat this subsection does not authorize the use of products or smilar media, defined in
“practice of law,” in violation of Chapter 83 and does not affect the applicability or enforceability of that

chapter.

SECTION 2. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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