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DIGEST

Currently, thelaw relating to municipa court judgesmakesno provision for ajudge of onemunicipa court
to gt for ajudge of another municipa court. Under Article 30.01 (Causes Which Disqualify), Code of
Crimind Procedure, thereare occasonswherein ajudgeis absol utely disqudified to hear aparticular case.
Thereareother instanceswhen amunicipa judge should recuse. H.B. 2201 authorizesthejudge of another
municipa court located in an adjacent municipality to St in the casg, if the judge of amunicipa court is
disqualified or recused in apending case.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 2201authorizes the judge of another municipa court located in an adjacent
municipdity to Stinthecasg, if thejudge of amunicipal court isdisquaified or recused in apending case.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter A, Chapter 29, Government Code, by adding Section 29.012, as
follows.

Sec. 29.012. SITTING FOR DISQUALIFIED OR RECUSED JUDGE. Authorizesthejudge of
another municipa court located in an adjacent municipdity to St in the casg, if the judge of a
municipa court isdisqualified or recused in apending case. Prohibitsamunicipa court judgefrom
gtting in a case for another municipal court judge under this section if either party objectsto the
judge. Providesthat an objection under thissubsection must befiled beforethefirst hearing or trid,
including pretrid hearings, over which thejudgeisto preside.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
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