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DIGEST

Currently, funeral homes are regulated by the Texas Funerd Service Commission. However, cemeteries
and funerad product suppliesarenot regulated. Whilefunerd homesmust disclose materid, workmanship,
and structura integrity of caskets, discount suppliers do not operate under such requirements. Because
of this discrepancy, discount casket suppliers and cemeteries can sall caskets to the public without full
disclosure of prices or qudity, while funerd homes offering the same products must have a price listing
of al available caskets, keep at least five caskets on display, and include the three least expensive models
in the display. H.B. 2255 would bring the entire funera industry under the same codes and licensing
authority, and would require the least expensive casket to be displayed in the same manner asthe mgjority
of the other caskets.

PURPOSE
As proposed, H.B. 2255 expands certain regulations of the sale of certain items used in funerals.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority isgranted to the Texas Funerd Services Commissionin SECTION 2 (Section 4(K),
Article4585b, V.T.C.S) of thishill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Subsection C, Section 4, Article 4582b, V.T.C.S,, to require each funeral
establishment to have a physical plant, equipment, and personnel congsting of a display containing
aufficient merchandise to permit reasonable selection, including five or more adult caskets, two of which
must be full-size, with the least expensive casket being a full-size casket displayed in the same generd
manner as certain other full-szed caskets. Deletestext requiring the caskets offered for sdeto bevisbly

displayed.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 4, Article 4582b, V.T.C.S., by adding Subsection K, to provide that a
person or business that sdlls funeral merchandise or caskets to the public to be subject to the provisions
of this section relating to the sde to the public of funeral merchandise or caskets. Requires the Texas
Funera Service Commission to adopt rules as necessary to implement the subsection.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.
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