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DIGEST

Currently, under Texas law, a person must be a resident of the territory covered by an eection for the
office or measure on which the person desiresto vote in order to be eigibleto vote. In addition, thelaw
requiresthat in order to be eligible to be a candidate for, elected to, or gppointed to, apublic officein this
date, a person must reside in the territory from which the office is elected for five months immediately
preceding the date. With regard to an election, achange in the boundary of aterritoria unit of apolitical
subdivison is effective if the change was adopted more than five months before the election day. Thus,
if aterritory isannexed in December of one year aperson in the annexed areamay beindigibleto votein
the subsequent May city council eection. This bill would amend the Election Code to dlow newly
annexed citizensof aterritory theright to participateinthe city election process by reducing thefive month
€election resdency requirement to three months.

PURPOSE
Asproposed, H.B. 2785 amendsthe Election Codeto alow newly annexed citizens of aterritory theright
to participateinthecity e ection process by reducing thefive month el ection residency requirement tothree

months.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 276.006, Election Code, to decrease from five to three months before an
election the date by which achange in the boundary of apolitica subdivison must be madein order to be
effective with respect to the eection.

SECTION 2. Effective date: January 1, 2000.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
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