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DIGEST

The Sex Offender Regidtration Program, as enacted in 1991, required judges to admonish defendants
about their duty to register as sex offenders. However, when this program was codified last sessonin
Chapter 62 (Sex Offender Registration Program), Code of Criminal Procedure, the admonishment
requirement was not included. Sinceregistration requirementsarelonger than before (lifetimeregistration
for mogt offenders), some fed defendants pleading guilty ought to be informed of this provison. Full
disclosureof dl available pendtiescould reducelegd chalengestothevoluntarinessof theplea H.B. 3488
would requirean admonishment be given prior to accepting apleaof guilty or nolo contenderethat informs
the defendant of this registration.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 3488 requires an admonishment be given prior to accepting a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere that informs the defendant of this registration.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Article 26.13(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, to include in the list of
admonishmentswhich are required to be given by ajudge to adefendant prior to accepting apleaof guilty
or nolo contendere the fact that the defendant will be required to meet the registration requirements of
Chapter 62 (Sex Offender Registration Program), as added by Chapter 668, Acts of the 75th Legidature,
Regular Session, 1997, and adescription of the duration of the registration requirements gpplicableto the
defendant. Provides that this admonishment is required if the defendant is convicted of or placed on
deferred adjudication for an offense for which a person is subject to registration under Chapter 62.

SECTION 2. Makes application of this Act prospective.
SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.

SRC-AXB H.B. 3488 76(R) Pagelof 1



