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DIGEST

In 1995, thelegidature amended thelaw relating to the qualifications of an expert witnessin asuit alleging
negligenceby aphysician. Previoudy, any “ person” who met certain standardsof experienceor knowledge
could qudify as an expert witness. Although it was intended that physicians licensed in other states, not
just those licensed in Texas, could qualify as an expert witness, the term “physician” remains Statutorily
defined as a person licensed to practice medicine in this state. H.B. 904 would define physician, for
purposes of qudifying as an expert witness, asaperson licensed to practice medicinein the United States.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 504 defines “physician” in the Medical Liability and Insurance Improvement Act of
Texas.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 14.01, Article 4590i, V.T.C.S. (Medical Liability and Insurance
Improvement Act of Texas), by adding Subsection (g), to define “physician.”

SECTION 2. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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