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DIGEST

Barbed wire fence cutting has devel oped into a serious problem in severd rurd areas of Texas. Whena
fence is cut, livestock can escape, a danger to both the livestock, and possibly the lives of passng
motorigts. Inthe past, the pendty for cutting afence was athird degree fdony. With the rewriting of the
Pend Codein 1993, the pendty wasreduced to aClass C misdemeanor inmost cases. Thecode' scurrent
reliance on pecuniary lossto establish the leve of the offense does not take into account potentia 1oss of
property or human life in the instance of fence cutting. Police and prosecutors may be more apt to seek
out and punish offendersif ahigher pendty isavalablefor thisoffense. Thishill would increasethe pendty
for crimind mischief to a gate jail felony if the amount of pecuniary loss is less than $1,500 and the
property was afence used for the production or containment of certain animals.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 690 increases the pendty for criminad mischief to a gate jall feony if the amount of
pecuniary lossislessthan $1,500 and the property was a fence used for the production or containment of
certain animds.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1.  Amends Section 28.03(b), Pend Code, to make crimina mischief agtatejail felony if the
amount of pecuniary loss is less than $1,500 and the property was a fence used for the production or
containment of certain animals.

SECTION 2. Makes gpplication of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

SECTION 1.

Amends Section 28.03(b), Pend Code, to make crimina mischief agtatejal fdony if the amount
of pecuniary loss is less than $1,500 and the property was a fence used for the production or
containment, rather than only the production, of certainanimals. Includesbisonamongtheanimas
contained or produced.
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