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DIGEST

Currently the Texas Department of Criminad Justice (TDCJ) conducts a Texas Crime Information
Center/Nationa Crime Information Center criminal history check on al new admissions to the prison
system. Should there be an outstanding warrant, the department contacts the appropriate jurisdiction to
ask whether it wishesto place adetainer on theinmate. If awarrant isissued after an inmate has entered
the prison system, the entity placing thewarrant can verify that theinmateisincarcerated in the department
and contact the department if it wantsto place adetainer on theinmate. H.B. 854 requires the department
to check for warrants at the time of release to insure that outstanding warrants are addressed before
releasing an inmate or defendant from custody.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 854 requires the identification of certain persons confined by the Texas Department
of Crimina Justice who are subject to awarrant.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 493, Government Code, by adding Section 493.0145, asfollows:

Sec. 493.0145. IDENTIFICATION OF INMATES SUBJECT TO ARREST WARRANT.
Requires the Texas Department of Crimina (TDCJ) to conduct acrimind history record check
to determine whether theinmateisthe subject of an arrest warrant, before aninmateis discharged
or is released on parole or mandatory supervison from TDCJ. Requires the department, in
conducting the crimina history record check, to dlow sufficient time for compliance with any
requirements related to notifying the proper authorities of the inmate' s discharge or release and,
if necessary, providing for extradition of theinmate.

SECTION 2. Amends Chapter 507B, Government Code, by adding Section 507.032, asfollows:

Sec. 507.032. IDENTIFICATION OF DEFENDANTS SUBJECT TO ARREST WARRANT.
Requires the department to conduct a criminal history record check to determine whether the
defendant isthe subject of awarrant, before adefendant isreleased from confinement in astatejall
fony facility. Requires the department to adlow sufficient time for compliance with any
requirements related to notify the proper authorities of the defendant’ s release and, if necessary,
providing for extradition of the defendant.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.
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