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DIGEST

Higtoricdlly, cities have passed sign ordinances, but have grandfathered or used an amortization plan for
off-premise signs (billboards), which were dready displayed, and did not conform to the ordinance. Those
nonconforming sgnswere alowed to be regularly maintained and even repaired aslong asthe sgnswere
not damaged to a certain extent or destroyed. If significant damage or destruction did occur, the signs
were no longer authorized and the remaining structures had to be removed. Thus, a Sgn voluntarily
removed or blown down by a storm cannot be rebuilt or replaced if the location was previoudy declared
illegd by city ordinance. Y et, somecitiesignorepolicy for off-premise signs, allowing new nonconforming
ggnsto bebuilt or rebuilt. S.B. 1345 clarifiesthe intent for nonconforming sgnsand requiresthose sgns
to remain attached to their location.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.B. 1345 clarifies the definition of an off-premise sign and that the nonconforming status
of asign attachesto the sign’s structure and not to its location.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 216.002, Loca Government Code, to define “non-conforming Sgn” asa
ggn that was lawfully ingtalled at its current location, but no longer complieswith loca regulations. Sets
forth provisonsincluded in the nonconforming status of asign.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 216.013, Loca Government Code, to define Subsection (€), to prohibit
certain nonconforming signsfrom being digiblefor replacement or reconstruction at their current location.
Provides that the nonconforming use attaches to the original off-premise sgn and shal not authorize
another new, nonconforming, off-premise sign at such location.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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