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DIGEST

Currently, offenses of truancy or failureto attend school aretried in thejustice precinct court in which the
offensewas committed. Thishill would authorize offenses of truancy or fallureto attend school to betried
in justice precinct courts other than where the offense was committed, and would set forth certain
respong bilities for parents, legal guardians, or custodians of school aged children; and provide penalties
for violations of compulsory school attendance laws.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.B. 1572 sets forth certain responsbilities for parents, legal guardians, or custodians of
school aged children and provides pendties for violations of compulsory school attendance laws.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 1, Article 45.22, Code of Crimina Procedure, to authorize offenses for
truancy or failure to attend school to be referred to ajustice court in any precinct in the county in which
aparent of an offender resides or in which the school islocated.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 25.002(f), Education Code, to requireachild to beenrolled by thechild's
parent, guardian, or the child' s custodian, for the child to be enrolled in public school. Requires proof that
the person enrolling a child is the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian, to be provided at the time of
enrollment by presentation of certain valid legad documents.

SECTION 3. Amends Sections 25.093(a) - (c), Education Code, to subject a parent to prosecution under
Subsection (b) for falure to comply with school attendance requirements after the parent receives a
warning regarding the parent’ s responsibility to ensure the child's attendance in school. Providesthat a
parent commitsan offenseif, after being previoudy warned as described by Subsection (8), the parent with
crimind intent, rather than negligence, falsto require the child to attend school. Requires an attendance
officer to file a complaint against a parent in the county court, in a justice court in any precinct in the
county in which the parent resides. Deletes a provision requiring an attendance officer to warn a parent
in writing immediately. Deletes text regarding unexcused voluntary absences. Deletes a provision
requiring an atendance officer to refer achild to a county juvenile probation department.

SECTION 4. Amends Section 25.094(b), Education Code, to make a conforming change.

SECTION 5. Amends Section 25.095(a), Education Code, to require aschool digtrict to notify astudent’s
parent or lega guardian at the beginning of the school year that, if the student is absent from school three
days or parts of days within a four-week period without parental consent or 10 days or parts of days
unexcused within a sx-month period, the parent, lega guardian, or student is subject to prosecution.
Deletestext regarding required notification to parents or lega guardians of attendance requirements.

SECTION 6. Amends Section 51.03(€), Family Code, to define “child” for the purposes of Subsection
(b)(3), rather than Subdivisons (2) and (3) of Subsection (b).

SECTION 7. Amends Section 51.08, Family Code, by adding Subsection (d), to prohibit a misdemeanor
described by Subsection (b) from being construed to includetruant conduct or conduct resultinginafailure
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to attend school.

SECTION 8. Amends Section 54.021(f), Family Code, to authorize a school attendance officer to refer
a person dleged to have engaged in conduct described in Section 51.03(b)(2) to ajustice court in any
precinct in the county in which, rather than where, the person resides or in which the schoal islocated or
to a certain municipa court if the juvenile court waives its jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a).
Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 9. Makes gpplication of this Act prospective.

SECTION 10. Effective date: August 1, 1999.

SECTION 11. Emergency clause.
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