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DIGEST

The Senate Interim Committee on Funding Issuesin Education was directed to study the factors affecting
undergraduate enrollment and graduation rates at public colleges and universitiesin Texas after the 75th
Legidative Sesson. The study reveded that Texas high school graduates enrall in colleges and
univerdtiesat about the samerate asther nationd counterparts, however, the graduation ratefrom Texas

colleges and universties is substantialy lower than the national average. Accurately determining the
completion rate of students attending two-year collegesis difficult because some students do not attend
with the intent of earning a degree or certificate. Students attend community colleges to acquire a
certificate or degree, transfer credit to another ingtitution, take an occasional course, or receive basic
literacy. The state has no way to distinguish for which reason a person attends community colleges, but
decisions concerning appropriations and loans are based upon the assumption that most students are
pursuing a certificate or degree. S.B. 1853 would require public junior collegesto report on the degree,
certificate, or other enrollment status of public junior college students.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.B. 1853 requires public junior colleges to report on the degree, certificate, or other
enrollment status of public junior college students.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Thisbill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 130A, Education Code, by adding Section 130.0036, as follows:

Sec. 130.0036. REPORT ON STUDENT ENROLLMENT STATUS. Requiresajunior college
digtrict, in the form and manner and at the times required by the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, to report to the coordinating board on the enrollment status of students of
the junior college didtrict.  Sets forth the information which must be included in the report.
Requires the coordinating board, in administering this section, to attempt to avoid duplicating
other reporting requirementsapplicableto junior collegedistrictsandto consult withthegoverning
boards of the state' sjunior college digtrictsin determining the form, manner, and times of reports
under this section.

SECTION 2. Requiresjunior collegedistrictsto report asrequired beginning with the1999 fall semester.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
Effective date: 90 days after adjournment.
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