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DIGEST

Currently, Texas law has four uniform eection dates. The Election Code exempts certain entities from
holding their elections on the designated dates, which then establishes the need for more eections to be
held eech year. Thishill would iminate severd exemptionsfor certain dections, and establish the ability
to consolidate polling locations through joint elections.

PURPOSE

As proposed, SB. 35 establishes provisions regarding certain processes and procedures promoting the
consolidation of elections.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 41.001, Election Code, to delete text regarding certain elections Makes
conforming and nonsubstantive changes.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 42.002, Election Code, to make a conforming change.
SECTION 3. Amends Chapter 42C, Election Code, by adding Section 42.0621, asfollows:

Sec. 42.0621. PRECINCTS FOR JOINT ELECTION. Requires participating political
subdivisions to use the regular county eection precincts in a joint eection. Authorizes
consolidation of two or more precinctsif the polling place islocated so it will serve voters from
the consolidated precincts. Setsforth requirementsfor political subdivisonsparticipatinginajoint
election

SECTION 4. Amends Chapter 43A, Election Code, by adding Section 43.0051, as follows:

Sec. 43.0051. DESIGNATION OF LOCATION: JOINT ELECTION. Requirestheauthorities
establishing joint eection precincts to designate the regular county polling place as the joint
election polling place except under certain circumstances. Requires the authorities to designate
polling places for each precinct, if county election precincts are consolidated for joint elections.
Requires each politica subdivision participating in the election to designate polling placesin the
territory of that political subdivison. Authorizes common polling places to be designated under
certain conditions.

SECTION 5. Amends Sections 271.002 and 271.006, Election Code, asfollows:

Sec. 271.002. New heading: JOINT ELECTIONS REQUIRED. Requires consolidation of
elections held on the same day in dl or part of the same territory. Deletes text regarding joint
electionsinvolving two or morepolitical subdivisons. Providesthat thetermsof thejoint election
agreement, including al decisions necessary for conducting the dection, to be sated inan officid
action. Requires each political subdivision to gppoint arepresentative to an el ection committeeto
implement the joint eection agreement. Makes conforming and nonsubstantive changes.

Sec. 271.006. EARLY VOTING. Deetestext regarding early voting in ajoint eection.
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SECTION 6. Repealer: Section 271.003, Election Code (L ocation of Common Polling Place) and Section
271.014, Election Code (Conflicts With Other Laws.)

SECTION 7. Makes application of the Act prospective.
SECTION 8. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 9. Emergency clause.

SRC-JIJSB. 35 76(R) Page 2 of 2



