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DIGEST

Currently, Texas law requires the state to protect public hedth, and each person to act responsibly to
prevent and control communi cable disease. Infants born to motherswho are carriers of hepatitis B can be
protected againgt infection. If the mother isacarrier of hepatitis B, immediate adminigtration of avaccine
and specia immune globulin can help protect the infant. S.B. 519 requires a physician or other person
permitted by law to administer a standard serologic test for hepatitis B infection to a woman during
gedtation or at the deivery of an infant.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.B. 519 requires a physician or other person permitted by law to administer a standard
serologic test for hepatitis B infection to awoman during gestation or at the delivery of an infant.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 81.090(a), (¢), (k), (m), and (n), Hedlth and Safety Code, to require a
physician or other person permitted by law to attend a pregnant woman during gestation or at delivery of
an infant to submit the sampleto alaboratory approved under this section for astandard serologic test for
hepatitis B infection gpproved by the Texas Board of Hed th (board). Requiresaphysician or other person
in attendance at adelivery to take or to cause to be taken asample of blood from the mother on admission
for ddivery, rather than from the umbilical cord of theinfant within 24 hours of ddivery; and submit the
sample to alaboratory approved under this section for a sandard serologic test for hepatitis B infection
approved by theboard. Requiresthe hedlth care provider to distribute to the patient printed material sabout
AIDS, HIV, hepatitis B, and syphilis. Requires a hedlth care provider to verbaly notify the patient that an
HIV test shall be performed, if the patient does not object. Requires the physician or other person who
submitted the samplefor thetest to provide or to make avail able to thewoman di sease-specificinformation
on the disease diagnosed, if ascreening test and aconfirmatory test conducted under this section show that
the woman is or may be infected with HIV, hepatitis B, or syphilis, including counseling under Section
81.109, if HIV infection or AIDS is diagnosed. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 1999.
Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
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