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DIGEST

Currently, Article 111, Section 52-b, Texas Congtitution, provides that the Texas Department of
Trangportation (TxDOT) may not expend money for the construction, operation, and maintenance of
turnpikes, toll roads, and toll bridges without repaying the expensesto the state highway fund. The Texas
Turnpike Authority Divison of TXDOT (TTA) has authority to development turnpike projects and toll
roads. However, because TTA operates as a divison of TxDQOT, the congtitutiona provison may
preclude TXDOT from advancing funds for turnpike project development without an obligation for
repayment. Therequirement hassignificantly constrained the provision of funds necessary to begin astudy
and design of turnpike projects through TTA. A reped of the constitutiona requirement would alow
TxDOT to better utilize TTA to pursue turnpike development projects. SJR. 3 would reped the
requirement for repayment of funds which are expended for turnpikes, toll roads, and toll bridges.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.JR. 3 requires the submission to the voters of a congtitutional amendment to permit the
Texas Department of Trangportation (TXDOT) to expend money for the construction, maintenance, and
operation of roads and bridges.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 52-b, Articlelll, Texas Constitution, to authorize thelegidature to permit
the Texas Department of Trangportation (TXDOT) to expend money for the construction, maintenance,
and operation by TXDOT of turnpikes, toll roads, or toll bridges, rather than expend money for the costs
of theroads or bridges. Deletesaprovison relating to the expenditure of money to the roads or bridges
of the Texas Turnpike Authority.

SECTION 2. Requires this proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to the voters a an
election to be held on November 2, 1999. Setsforth the required language for the ballot.
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