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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

State law gives overdght of state-supported universaties and community colleges to the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board (board). The board advises the legidature on the initiation of new
departments, schoals, and programs, administers the state' s financia aid programs, and approves new
academic programs and degrees. C.S.H.B. 1685 authorizes the governing boards of genera academic
teaching indtitutions or medica or denta schools to establish a partnership or affiliation with other
entities to offer or conduct courses for academic credit or to offer degree programs.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 61.055, Educeation Code, as follows:

Sec. 61.055. New heading: INITIATION OF NEW DEPARTMENTS, SCHOOLS AND
PROGRAMS; PARTNERSHIPS OR AFFILIATIONS. Authorizes a genera academic
teaching inditution or medica and dentd unit to establish a partnership or ffiliation with ancother
entity to offer or conduct courses for academic credit or to offer or operate a degree program
under certain conditions.

SECTION 2. Providesthat this Act does not affect a partnership established before the effective date
of thisAct.

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Amends Engrossed H.B. 1685 by adding proposed text relating to the conditions under which certain
ingtitutions may establish partnerships or &filiations.
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