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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

In the State of Texas, there are gpproximately 1,600 assstant digtrict attorneys, assstant crimina
digtrict attorneys, and assstant county and digtrict atorneys, many of them having more than four years
experience. Although these assistant prosecutors are largely respongible for the enforcement of the
gae sfeony crimind lawsin Texas courts, their sdaries are paid largdly by individua counties. The
sdariesfor experienced prosecutors have lagged behind the sdaries available in the private sector for
experienced attorneys. H.B. 178 provides Sate longevity pay for certain assstant felony prosecutors
who have accrued at least four years of lifetime service credit.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 41, Government Code, by adding Subchapter D, as follows:
SUBCHAPTER D. LONGEVITY PAY FOR ASSISTANT PROSECUTORS

Sec. 41.251. DEFINITIONS. Defines“assstant prosecutor,” “full-time employee,” and
“part-time employee.”

Sec. 41.252. LONGEVITY PAY. Providesthat an assstant prosecutor is entitled to
longevity pay to beincluded in the assstant prosecutor’ s monthly compensation under certain
conditions. Requiresthe digtrict attorney, crimina district attorney, or county attorney in the
county in which the assstant prosecutor is employed to certify the digibility of the assstant
prosecutor to receive alongevity pay supplement under this subchapter.

Sec. 41.253. AMOUNT. Providesthat the monthly amount of longevity pay is $20 for each
year of lifetime service credit. Provides that the increase is effective beginning with the month
following the month in which the fourth yeer of lifetime service credit is accrued. Prohibits an
assigtant prosecutor from receiving as longevity pay from the county under this subchapter more
than $20 for each year of lifetime service credit, regardiess of the number of positionsthe
assistant prosecutor holds or the number of hours the assistant prosecutor works each week

or more than $5,000 annudly.

Sec. 41.254. LIMITATIONS ON LAW PRACTICE. Prohibits an assistant prosecutor who
receives longevity pay under this subchapter from engaging in the private practice of law if, from
al funds received, the assistant prosecutor receives a sdary that is equa to or more than 80
percent of the sdlary paid by the state to adidtrict judge. Authorizes an assstant prosecutor
who becomes subject to this section to complete dl civil cases that are not in conflict with the
interest of any of the counties of the digtrict in which the assstant prosecutor serves and that are
pending in court before the assistant prosecutor exceeds the sdlary cap.
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Sec. 41.255. FUNDING. Requiresthe county to pay alongevity pay supplement under this
subchapter out of the county genera fund. Prohibits the county from reducing the sdary of the
assgtant prosecutor to offset the longevity pay supplement. Requires the counties, if an
assstant prosecutor performs services for more than one county, to gpportion the longevity pay
supplement according to the ratio a county’ s population bearsto the total population of the
countiesin which the assstant prosecutor performs services. Requires the state to reimburse a
county for amounts expended for longevity pay supplements under this subchapter. Requiresa
county seeking reimbursement under this section to certify to the comptroller on aquarterly
basis the amount of reimbursement that the county is entitled to receive. Requiresthe
comptroller to issue awarrant to the county in the amount certified.

Sec. 41.256. CHANGE IN STATUS. Providesthat if an assistant prosecutor ceases being a
full-time employee after the first workday of a month but otherwise qudifies for longevity pay,
the assstant prosecutor’ s compensation for that month includes full longevity pay.

Sec. 41.257. ACCRUAL OF LIFETIME SERVICE CREDIT. Providesthat an assistant
prosecutor accrues lifetime service credit for the period in which the assstant prosecutor serves
as afull-time, part-time, or temporary assstant prosecutor. Provides that an assstant
prosecutor who is on leave without pay for an entire calendar month does not accrue lifetime
service credit for the month. Provides that an assistant prosecutor who smultaneoudy holds
two or more positions that each accrue lifetime service credit accrues credit for only one of the
positions. Providesthat an assistant prosecutor who begins working on the first workday of a
month in a postion that accrues lifetime service credit is congdered to have begun working on
the firgt day of the month.

SECTION 2. Effective date: January 1, 2002.

SECTION 3. Providesthat Chapter 41D, Government Code, as added by this Act, appliesto lifetime
sarvice credit accrued under that subchapter before, on, or after the effective date of this Act.
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