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Committee Report (Amended)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current law, there are no retrictions on who can be interred in a cemetery in relaion to others
interred in the same cemetery. Recently in Grand Prairie, avictim of amurder-suicide was interred in a
local cemetery in close proximity to the murderer. The proximity of these interments has caused the
members of the victim's family agreat ded of anxiety which will continue as long asthey vist the grave
gte. H.B. 2114 prohibits the burid of a murderer in the same cemetery asthe victim of that murder on
request of the victim's family.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 712, Health and Safety Code, by adding Section 712.008, as follows:

Sec. 712.008. LIMITATIONS ON BURIALS, DAMAGES. Prohibitsan individud,
corporation, partnership, firm, trust, or association that operates or owns a perpetual care
cemetery from interring the remains of an individuad who may have caused the deeth of another
if: thevictimisinterred in that cemetery, and the person having the right to control the
digposition of the victim’'s remains under Section 711.002(a) gives written notice to the
cemetery requesting that the individua not be interred in that cemetery under certain
circumstances. Providesthat an individud, corporation, partnership, firm, trust, or association
that violates this section is liable to the person having the right to control the disposition of the
victim's remains under Section 711.002(a) for certain monies. Prohibits damages under this
section or acivil penaty under Section 712.0441 from being assessed if the individud,
corporation, partnership, firm, trust, or association that operates the cemetery proves by a
preponderance of the evidence certain information. Prohibits an individua, corporetion,
partnership, firm, trust, or association operating or owning a perpetua care cemetery and
barred from interring remains of an individua under this section from being held liable for
damages by a person having the right to control the digposition of the individua’ s remains under
Section 711.002(a), including damages for failure to provide for interment under a contract
executed before the ddivery of the written notice under this section. Providesthat anotice
under this Section expires seven years after the date the notice is ddivered. Providesthat a
new notice may be ddivered on the expiration of each previous notice.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 712.0441(a), Health and Safety Code, to require a corporation to be
subject to acivil pendty if the corporation violates Section 711.008.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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