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Engrossed

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

During the 76th legidative interim, the Senate Subcommittee on Border Affairs sudied dentd hedth as
apat of abroader charge to find ways to improve the overal condition of hedth dong the
Texas-Mexico border. Testimony provided to the committee indicated that only 26 percent of children
eligible for Medicaid received dental screenings in 1996, and the percentage of children recelving such
careis esimated to be lower in rurd areas. When children do not receive ora hedlth care a an early
age, it can lead to more serious problems, such as gum disease, which are more difficult and costly to
treat in the long run. H.B. 2614 establishes adenta care pilot program in the border region to serve
indigent individuas.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. (&) Requiresthe Texas Department of Health (department) to develop and implement a
dentd hygiene pilot program to provide dentd servicesto indigent children who are resdents of this
gtate in border-region counties selected by the department.

(b) Requires the department to implement the pilot program for certain purposes.

(c) Requires the Texas Board of Hedlth (board) to establish digibility criteriafor the pilot
program. Setsforth certain requirements for the criteria.

(d) Requires the department to determine the denta services to be provided to program
participants.

(e) Setsforth certain requirements of the department in designing and implementing the
program.

(f) Requires the board, as soon as practicable after the effective of this Act, to establish
eigibility criteriaas required by Subsection (c) of this section and to establish any other
procedures or requirements necessary to implement this Act. Provides that the requirements of
Chapter 2001, Government Code, relating to rulemaking do not apply to an action of the board
under this subsection.

(9) Requires the department, not later than December 1, 2002, to submit areport to the
legidature regarding the program, including certain items.

(h) Provides that this section expires September 1, 2003.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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