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Engrossed

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Abdracts of judgments assst in the collection of judgments by cregting an involuntary lien againgt the
non-exempt real property of ajudgment debtor. Since an abstract is used to create an involuntary lien,
it isimportant to verify the information contained in the abstract to ensure its accuracy. H.B. 2804
requires acourt or court clerk, upon request, to prepare and certify an abstract of ajudgment.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 12.013, Property Code, to delete areference to an abstract of a
judgment.

SECTION 2. Amends Sections 52.002, 52.004, and 52.005, Property Code, asfollows:

Sec. 52.002. (a) Authorizes ajudge or justice of the peace who rendered a judgment in favor
of aperson or the clerk of the court in which the judgment is rendered, on application of the
person or the person’ s agent, attorney, or assignee, to prepare, certify, and ddliver to the
gpplicant an abdtract of the judgment. Requires the applicant for the abstract to pay the fee
authorized by law for providing the abstract.

(b) Authorizes the attorney of a person in whose favor ajudgment is rendered in asmall
clams court or ajustice court or a person in whose favor ajudgment isrendered in a
court other than asmal clams court or ajustice court or that person’ s agent, attorney,
or assignee to prepare the absiract of the judgment. Makes a conforming change.

Deletes Subsection (c), regarding a clerk preparing the abstract.
Sec. 52.004. Requires a county clerk to immediately record in the county red property
records, rather than judgment records, each properly authenticated abstract of judgment that is
presented for recording. Deletestext regarding the format of each recorded abstract. Makes
conforming changes.

Sec. 52.005. Authorizes satisfaction of a judgment in whole or in part to be shown by
recordetion of certain information.

SECTION 3. Repeder: Section 192.004, Loca Government Code.

SECTION 4. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
Makes application of this Act retroactive.
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