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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Illegal dumping, or the digposdl of litter and solid waste in an unpermitted area, raises concerns
regarding risks to public health and safety, decreasing property vaues, and diminishing qudity of life.
Although current law pendizes those convicted of illegd dumping, severd communitiesin Texas have
witnessed an increase inillegad dumping. H.B. 631 decreases the minimum weights of litter or other
solid waste that condtitute certain offenses of illegd dumping and authorizes the prosecution of a
misdemeanor offense without aleging or proving any culpable mentd date.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 365.012, Hedlth and Safety Code, by amending Subsections (d)-(I) and
adding Subsections (m) and (n), asfollows.

(d) Provides that an offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor if the litter or other
solid waste to which the offense applies weighs more than five, rather than 15, pounds or has a
volume of more than five, rather than 13, galons.

(€) Makes conforming changes.

(f) Setsforth that an offense under this section isa Class A misdemeanor if certain conditions
exit.

(9) Setsforth that an offense under this section isa satejal felony if the litter or solid waste to
which the offense gpplies meets certain conditions.

(m) Created from exigting text.

(n) Authorizes an offense under this section to be prosecuted without aleging or proving any
culpable mentd gtate, unless the offenseisa date jal felony.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
(b) Provides that the change in law made by this Act gpplies only to an offense
committed on or after September 1, 2001. Provides that an offenseis committed
before September 1, 2001, if any element of the offense occurs before that date.

(c) Makes gpplication of this Act prospective.
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