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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current law, state programs associated with colonias apply only to the border region of Texas.
However, areas that could be defined as colonias exist throughout Texas, including areasin Harris and
Ddlas counties. H.B. 829 defines "nonborder colonid’ to encompass areas in Texas that are not near
the Texas border, and adds nonborder colonias to certain provisons relating to financid aid for areas
lacking water and wastewater services.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to a state officer, agency, or
indtitution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

H.B.829 amends the Water and Government codes to define "nonborder colonia." The bill provides
that the Uniform Grant and Contract Management Act does not gpply to a contract reating to an
economicaly distressed area or nonborder colonia. The bill authorizes the water 1oan ass stance fund to
also be used by the Texas Water Development Board (board) to provide loans for projects that include
supplying water and wastewater servicesin nonborder colonias as provided by legidative
gppropriations, the provisons of the Texas water assstance program, and board rules. The bill

provides that in passing on an gpplication for financia assistance to a nonborder colonia from the water
loan assistance fund, the board is required to consider the regulatory efforts by the county in which the
coloniais located to control the congtruction of subdivisions lacking basic utilities. The bill authorizes the
agency acting as the coloniainitiatives coordinator to work with the other agencies and locd officias
involved in colonia projects in the sate to coordinate state outreach efforts to nonborder colonias and
to political subdivisions capable of providing water and wastewater services to nonborder colonias.

Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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