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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

When the current law that governs the administration of statutory probate courts was enacted in 1983,
only eight statutory probate courts existed. Since then, more statutory probate courts have been added,
and adminigrative provisons have been added to the law, but not in a comprehensive fashion. The
current system alows the possibility of misunderstandings between adminigrative judges and statutory
probate courts over who has the jurisdiction to control the docket system of the statutory probate
court, and does not fully address current management and administrative needs. H.B. 900 crestes a
Separate Satutory probate court adminigrative syssem smilar to the system adready in place for digtrict
and gatutory county courts, thus giving the court system in Texas a more cohesive structure.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amendsthe Government Code to expand the required management and administrative
duties of the presiding judge and the statutory probate courts, and authorize the presiding judge to
gppoint any committees of statutory probate court judges necessary or desirable for court management
and adminigtration (Sec. 25.0022).

SECTION 2. The hill establishes the position of alocal adminidirative statutory probate court judge
(adminigirative judge) in each county that has a statutory probate court, and sets forth provisons for the
election of the local adminigrative judge in counties that have two or more statutory probate courts.
The bill aso setsforth the duties of aloca administrative judge (Secs. 25.0022 and 25.00223). The hill
requires the statutory probate court judges in each county to, by mgjority vote, adopt local rules of
adminigtration, and sets forth provisions regarding the contents of the rules (Sec. 25.00225). The hill
setsforth digibility requirements for aformer or retired judge to serve as a stautory probate court
judge, and amends provisions regarding the assgnment of statutory probate court judges (Sec.
25.0022). The hill dso sets forth provisons regarding the hearing of cases by statutory probate court
judges and jurisdiction (Sec. 25.00226).

SECTION 3. Makes aconforming change.

SECTION 4. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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