BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center C.S.SB. 1311
By: Staples

State Affairs

4-10-2001

Committee Report (Subgtituted)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Many individuas rdy on mail-forwarding servicesin order to receive their mail in an efficient, reliable,
and timey manner. It often will take an additiond amount of time for an individua to respond to
regidtration chalenge, consdering the process by which the individua receives his or her mall through
the mail-forwarding service. At times, avoter will not have enough time to receive and respond to the
notice sent by the regidirar if sent too close to the time of an eection. This places an unfair burden on
the voter to prove his or her residence. C.S.S.B. 1311 limits the amount of time avoter hasto
chdlenge to 75 days before an eection, thereby passing the burden to the challenging voter.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 16.0921, Election Code, to prohibit a voter’ s registration asto a
particular election from being chalenged on the basis of residence &fter the 75th day before election
day. Prohibitsaregidrar from delivering a confirmation notice to such a voter until after eection day.
SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

SECTION 1. Differsfrom AsFiled verson by changing from 120 to 75 the number of days before
election day asthe fina day that a voter’ s regisiration can be chalenged.

SECTION 2. Differsfrom As Filed verson by adding a new effective clause.
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