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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, certain forms of communication, including those by eectronic or mechanica means, are not
covered under Texas statutes pertaining to harassment. As proposed, S.B. 139 adds electronic and
mechanica means of communication to the forms regulated for protection from the commisson of a
harassment offense,

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Thishill doesnot expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to astate officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 42.07(a), Pena Code, to providethat aperson commitsan offenseif, with
the intent to harass, annoy, darm, abuse, torment, or embarrassanother, the personinitiatescommunication
or causes the initiation of communication by mail or any other written form of communication or by
electronic or mechanicad means, including the use of atelephone or telegraph.

SECTION 2. Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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