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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current law, al proceedings relating to complaints filed with the Texas Ethics Commission
(commission) are confidential and cannot be disclosed except under certain conditions. Current law
aso impaoses very grict civil and crimina pendties for violation of the confidentidity provison.
However, this produces a*“chilling effect,” on investigations of complaints by the commission gaff since
even the contacting of awitness for the purposes of an investigation could be construed as a violation of
the confidentidity provison. As proposed, SB. 1452 darifies that during an investigation of asworn
complaint, the commission staff is authorized to contact witnesses or potential witnesses without
violating the confidentidity provison. Thisbill aso ddetes language imposing severe pendties for
violation of the confidentidity provison.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 571.140, Government Code, as follows:
Sec. 571.140. New heading: CONFIDENTIALITY. (a) Provides that, except as provided
by Subsections (b) and (c), proceedings a a preliminary review or aforma hearing performed
by the Texas Ethics Commission (commission), asworn complaint, and documents and any
additiond evidence rdating to the processng, prdiminary review, informa hearing, or resolution
of asworn complaint or motion are confidentiad and are prohibited from being disclosed by the
commission except under certain conditions.

(b) Authorizes certain information to be disclosed by the commission to certain parties
for the purpose of investigating a sworn complaint.

(c) Deletestext regarding an offense under this section.
(d) Deletes text regarding civil lighility.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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