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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, Texas faces adifficult chalenge to develop water policies that serve both state and regiond
interests. The Texas Condtitution authorizes the creetion of groundwater conservation didtrictsto plan,
develop, and regulate the use of water. As proposed, S.B. 1655 creates the Middle Trinity
Groundwater Conservation Didtrict, subject to gpprova at a confirmation election, to manage the
groundwater resources of Bosgue, Calahan, Coryell, Eastland, Erath, Somervell, Comanche, and
Hamilton counties.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. CREATION. (&) Creates agroundwater conservation district to be known asthe
Middle Trinity Groundwater Conservation Didrict (digtrict) in Bosque, Cdlahan, Coryell, Eastland,
Erath, Somervel, Comanche, and Hamilton counties, subject to a confirmation eection under
SECTION 10 of thisAct. Providesthat the didtrict is a governmental agency and a body politic and
corporate.

(b) Providesthat the digtrict is created under and is essentid to accomplish the
purposes of Section 59, Article XV1, Texas Condtitution.

SECTION 2. DEFINITION. Defines“district.”

SECTION 3. BOUNDARIES. Setsforth the boundaries of the district.

SECTION 4. FINDING OF BENEHT. Setsforth findings of benefit of the didtrict.

SECTION 5. GENERAL POWERS. (@) Providesthat the district has dl of the rights, powers,
privileges, authority, functions, and duties provided by the generd law of this Sate, including Chapter
36 (Groundwater Conservation Digtricts), Water Code, applicable to groundwater conservation
digtricts created under Section 59, Article XV, Texas Congtitution. Providesthat this Act prevails
over any provison of generd law that isin conflict or inconsistent with this Act.

(b) Provides that notwithstanding Subsection (a), that certain provisions prevail over a
conflicting or incongstent provison of this Act.

(¢) Providesthat Chapter 49 (Provisons Applicable to All Digtricts), Water Code, does not
apply to the didtrict.

SECTION 6. BOARD OF DIRECTORS. (a) Providesthat the digtrict is governed by aboard of 16
directorsthat are appointed as provided by SECTION 7 of this Act.
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(b) Providesthat initid directors serve until permanent directors are gppointed under
SECTION 7 of thisAct.

(c) Providesthat permanent directors serve staggered four-year terms.

(d) Requires each director to qualify to serve as director in the manner provided by
Section 36.055 (Sworn Statement, Bond, and Oath of Office), Water Code.

(e) Provides that a director serves until the director’ s successor has qudified.
(f) Authorizes directors to serve consecutive terms.

SECTION 7. APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS. Requires the commissioners court of each
county in the digtrict to gppoint two directors.

SECTION 8. (a) Setsforth the compostion of the initial board of directors.

(b) Requiresthe commissioners court that appointed the director, if aninitia director falsto
qudify for office, to gopoint a person to fill the vacancy.

SECTION 9. TERMS OF OFFICE OF INITIAL DIRECTORS. Setsforth provisonsfor the terms
of office for initid directors.

SECTION 10. CONFIRMATION ELECTION. (@) Requiretheinitia board of directorsto cal and
hold an dection to confirm the establishment of the didrict.

(b) Providesthat Section 41.001(a) (relating to uniform election dates), Election Code,
does not gpply to a confirmation eection held as provided by this section.

(¢) Requires a confirmation eection to be conducted as provided by Sections
36.017(b)-(h), Water Code, and the Election Code, except as provided by this
section.
SECTION 11. DISTRICT REVENUES. Authorizes the board to impose taxes annualy to pay the
maintenance and operating expenses of the didtrict at arate not to exceed five cents on each $100 of
assessed valuation.

SECTION 12. FINDINGS RELATED TO PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS. Setsforth
provisons for findings related to procedura requirements.

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE; EXPIRATION DATE. (a) Effective date: September 1, 2001.

(b) Providesthat if the cregtion of the didtrict is not confirmed at a confirmation eection held
under SECTION 10 of this Act before September 1, 2003, this Act expires on that date.
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