BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center C.S.SB. 1778
77R12074 GWK-D By: Ludo
Jurisprudence

4/10/2001

Committee Report (Amended)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Current law dlows county courts to contract with outsde vendors for the collection of fines, fees,
restitution, and other costs ordered by a court. However, if avendor collects the money owed to the
county, he or sheis paid 30 percent of the money collected. C.S.S.B. 1778 dlows county courtsto
add a 30 percent increase to any fine, fee, restitution, debt, or cost that is 60 days overdue. This
ensures that county courts receive al money owed while dso dlowing the vendor to receive his or her
fees. C.S.S.B. 1778 dso includes municipa courts and prohibits a 30 percent penalty from being
imposed on a person who has been determined indigent or unable to pay dl or part of the underlying
fine or codts.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Article 103.003, Code of Crimina Procedure, to provide that this article does
not limit the authority of a commissioners court to contract with apublic or private vendor for the
provision of collection services under Article 103.0031.

SECTION 2. Amends Article 103.0031, Code of Crimina Procedure, to authorize the commissioners
court of acounty to enter into a contract with a public or private vendor for the provison of collection
services for debts and accounts receivable such asfines, fees, restitution, and other debts or costs
ordered to be paid by a court serving the county. Authorizes a commissioners court that entersinto a
contract with apublic or private vendor under this article to authorize the addition of collection feesin
the amount of 30 percent on each debt or account receivable that is more than 60 days past due and
has been referred to the vendor for collection. Providesthat a defendant is not liable for the collection
fees authorized under this section if the court of origina jurisdiction has determined the defendant is
indigent, or has insufficient resources or income, or is otherwise unable to pay dl or part of the
underlying fine or codts.

SECTION 3. Amends 6701d-28, Revised Statutes, to provide that this article does not limit the
authority of the governing body of amunicipaity or acommissioners court to contract with a public or
private vendor for the provision of collection services or prohibit a court of competent jurisdiction, a
municipdity, or acounty from using any other lawvful means to enforce ajudgement. Authorizesthe
governing body of amunicipdity or acommissoners court that enters into a contract under thisarticle
with a public or private vendor to authorize the addition of collection fees in the amount of 30 percent
on each debt or account receivable that is more than 60 days past due and has been referred to the
vendor for collection. Providesthat a defendant is not liable for the collection fees authorized under this
subsection if the court of origina jurisdiction has determined the defendant is indigent, or has insufficient
resources or income, or is otherwise unable to pay dl or part of the underlying fine or costs.

SECTION 4. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Differsfrom As Filed verdon in SECTIONS 2 and 3 by changing the references from “private
attorney” to “public or private vendor,” “atorney” to “vendor,” and “attorney’ sfees’ to “collection
fees”
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