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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Current law dlows each university system board of regents to set atuition rate for graduate programs
and professiona pharmacy programs at alevel two times the rate specified in statute. For professiond
pharmacy, thisresultsin atuition rate of $80 per semester credit hour. Law programs are able to set
rates at $160 per semester credit hour. Concerns have been raised regarding the sufficiency of the
current rates and the ability of Texas professond pharmacy and law programs to remain competitive
with other nationally-recognized programs. As proposed, S.B. 1814 amends current law to alow each
board of regentsto set arate of tuition for law and professona pharmacy programs & alevel three
times that specified in datute. The bill is permissive and does not mandate such a changein fees.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 54.008, Education Code, by amending Subsection (a) and adding
Subsection (g), asfollows:

(8 Makesaconforming change.

(9) Requires the governing board of an indtitution of higher education to set tuition for alaw
school or graduate pharmacy program at the indtitution at arate thet is at least equd to therate
prescribed by Subchapter B but not more than three times the rate prescribed by Subchapter
B.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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