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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

C.S.SB. 1817 isaresponse to a recent legidative focus on bridging primary, € ementary, secondary,
and post-secondary education through partnerships between public and higher education. The Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board, the Specid Commission for 21t Century Colleges and
Universties, the Senate Education Committee, and the House Higher Education Committee al
examined the role such partnerships play in preparing sudents for college and in increasing their
participation in higher education. Currently, there is no statewide partnership program that identifies
high schools and digtricts with low rates of college-bound students. C.S.S.B. 1817 createsaplanto
increase enrollment in higher education of student populations which have traditionaly not participated
in post-secondary education. The bill requires the Texas Education Agency and the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board to identify and notify districts that have a least one high schoal that isin
the bottom tenth percentile of the state in its college sending rate for two consecutive years. The hill
requires these didtricts to enter into a partnership with the nearest higher education inditution, or another
higher education ingtitution that volunteers to partner with the public school digtrict, to increeseits
college sending rate. The bill requires the partnership to develop afive-year plan to increase college
participation and the plan must include clear and measurable gods and be filed with the Texas
Education Agency and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, indtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 29Z, Education Code, by adding Section 29.903, asfollows:

Sec. 29.903. PLAN TO INCREASE ENROLLMENT IN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION. (d) Providesthat this section applies only to a schoal district with one or more
high schools that meet certain requirements.

(b) Requiresthe Texas Education Agency (agency) and the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (board) to collaborate in identifying each school digtrict to which
this section gpplies. Requires the agency and board to carry out certain duties not |ater
than May 1 of each year.

(c) Requiresthe didtrict, except as otherwise provided by this subsection, not later than
August 1 of the year in which a school digtrict receives notice under Subsection (b), to
enter into an agreement with the public indtitution of higher education in this atein
closest geographic proximity to the didtrict to develop aplan to increase the percentage
of the didrict's graduating seniors who enroll in an inditution of higher education for the
academic year following graduation. Requires the public inditution of higher education
in this state in closest geographic proximity to the didrict to enter into an agreement
under this subsection unless that ingtitution of higher education or the didtrict recruits
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ancther public indtitution of higher education in this sate to enter into that agreement.
Authorizes adidrict and the public inditution of higher education entering into the
agreement with the didtrict to also enter into an agreement with one or more other
public inditutions of higher education in this Sate to participate in developing the plan.

(d) Setsforth provisonsrelating to a plan developed under this section.

(e) Requiresaschoal didrict to file the plan with the commissioner of education and
the commissoner of higher education.

() Requiresaschool digrict to implement the plan at the beginning of the school year
following the school year during which the digtrict receives notice under Subsection (b).

(9) Authorizes a schoal digtrict to revise the plan as necessary in response to achieving
or falling to achieve gods under the plan.

SECTION 2. Requiresthat, notwithstanding Section 29.903, Education Code, as added by this Act,
the Texas Education Agency and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board identify initia school
digtricts to which that section gpplies and provide notice to the districts or public ingtitutions of higher
education, as applicable, as prescribed by Section 29.903(b), Education Code, as added by this Act,
as soon as practicable after the effective date of this Act but not later than September 30, 2001.
Requires each initid school didtrict identified to enter into an agreement with a public ingtitution of higher
education in this state, as prescribed by Section 29.903(c), Education Code, as added by this Act, as
soon as practicable after receiving notice in accordance with this section but not later than December
31, 2001. Requireseach initid school didrict to implement a plan to increase enrollment of public
school studentsin ingtitutions of higher education, as prescribed by Section 29.903, Education Code, as
added by this Act, beginning with the 2002-2003 school year.

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Differsfrom origind in SECTION 1 by eiminating proposed Section 29.903(h), Education Code, and
by making a conforming change in Section 29.903(c), Education Code.
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