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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, Texas purchases vaccinations through a quarterly procurement process in which avaccine
manufacturer is awarded a contract on the basis of the lowest bid presented. The state then makes
these vaccines available to hedlth care providers to be ddivered to needy patients. The Texas
Department of Health (TDH) is currently consdering the costs and benefits of moving toward a choice
system to alow health care providers a choice of equivaently priced vaccines. As proposed, S.B. 281
requires TDH to alow each hedlth care provider participating in the vaccines for children program to
select vaccines from acertain list and to use combination vaccines.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 161A, Hedth and Safety Code, by adding Section 161.010, as
follows

Sec. 161.010. VACCINES FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM. Defines “vaccines for children
program.” Requires the Texas Department of Hedth to alow each hedth care provider
participating in the program to select vaccines from a certain list and to use combination
vaccines.,

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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