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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, there is no mechanism providing for astudy to examine the lega and practicd impediments
to providing binationd hedlth benefit coverage and to alow Texans to determine how best to pursue the
issue of binationa hedth benefit plan coverage. As proposed, S.B. 496 authorizes the Texas
Department of Insurance and the Texas Department of Hedlth to study the provision of hedth benefit
coverage to individuals who are not residents of this state or another state of the United States.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. (8 Requiresthe Texas Department of Insurance and the Texas Department of Hedlth
to jointly study the provison in this state of health benefit coverage to individuas who are not residents
of this date or another ate of the United States. Requires the study to identify legal and practica
impediments to providing binationa hedth benefit coverage and include recommendeations to facilitate
provison of binationa health plan coverage.

(b) Authorizes the commissioner of insurance and the Texas Board of Hedlth to jointly gppoint
an advisory committee under Chapter 2110 (State Agency Advisory Committees),
Government Code, to assist the departments in conducting the study required by this Act.
(¢) Requiresthat, not later than November 1, 2002, the Texas Department of Hedlth and the
Texas Department of Insurance jointly issue a report describing the departments
recommendations, including proposas for legidation. Requires the departments to file the
report with the governor, lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house of representatives.
SECTION 2. Providesthat this Act expires December 31, 2002.

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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