BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center S.B. 600
By: Sbley

Crimind Judtice

3/11/2001

AsFiled

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current Texas law, aforensc anthropologist is required to be board-certified by a nationally
recognized association that accredits practitioners in the forensic sciencesin order to ad, upon request,
amedicd examiner in conducting amedica examination of the body of a deceased person. This
requirement causes somein the field of forensic science in Texas an undue and unnecessary burden
because many forensc anthropologists are not board-certified. As proposed, S.B. 600 requiresthat a
forensc anthropologist be igible for board certification, rather than board-certified, in order to aid
medica examinersin this practice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Article 49.10(n), Code of Crimina Procedure, to require that in order to assst
amedical examiner aforensic anthropologist must be igible for board certification, rather than board
certified, by anationdly recognized association that accredits practitionersin the forensic sciences.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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