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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, date law draws a narrow distinction between a school uniform requirement and a
standardized dress code. |f aschool district adopts a school uniform, the school board must designate
asource of funding to be used in providing uniforms for students who are educationaly disadvantaged.
However, if aschool district adopts a standardized dress code, it is not required to provide clothing to
educationdly disadvantaged students. As proposed, S.B. 704 authorizes a school didtrict to discipline
an educationdly disadvantaged student for violation of the district’s Standardized dress code if the
digtrict has designated a means by which the student may obtain clothing, without charge, that complies
with the dress code.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 11D, Education Code, by adding Section 11.1621, as follows:

Sec. 11.1621. SCHOOL DISTRICT DRESS CODES. (@) Authorizes the board of trustees
of an independent school didtrict to adopt a student dress code, including reasonable
redrictions on student dress to improve the learning environment or to maintain order in the
didrict.

(b) Provides that this subsection only applies to a student who is educationaly disadvantaged
and whose parent demondtrates to the satisfaction of the didtrict that the parent is financidly
unable to purchase clothing that complies with the digtrict dress code. Authorizes adidtrict to
discipline a student for violating the dress code only if the district provides a means by which
the student may obtain clothing that complies with the dress code without cost to the student’s

parent.

(¢) Providesthat adecison by aboard of trustees under this section concerning the
reasonableness of restrictions on student dress or a parent’ s financid inability to purchase
clothing that complies with the district dress codeis find and prohibits the decision from being
appealed under Section 7.057.

(d) Defines* parent.”

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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