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DIGEST

R.C. Crawford and Crawford Heavy and Marine Construction Limited (CHMCL) alegesthat on October
14, 1991, they submitted a bid and were subsequently issued a contract for work to be performed for the
Texas Department of Transgportation (TXDOT) to repair aroadway between Katy and Houston, Texas.
The contract for repair was eventually terminated and R.C. Crawford and CHMCL and TXDOT entered
into adispute over money owed to R.C. Crawford and CHMCL for work completed and other damages.
An adminigrative hearing was held, and shortly after the hearing R.C. Crawford discovered that TXDOT
had withheld evidence from R.C. Crawford and the attorneys for CHMCL. R.C. Crawford and the
attorneys of CHMCL did not have an opportunity to review the withheld materid prior to the hearing, and
the withheld materid could have had significant influence on the facts of the case presented by R.C.
Crawford and CHMCL. Eventudly the adminigtrative law judge made aruling in favor of R.C. Crawford
and CHMCL based only on the information as it was presented by R.C. Crawford and their attorneys
before they were aware of theinformation withheld by TxDOT, and the ruling, based on the record before
the discovery of the withheld evidence, was rgjected by R.C. Crawford and CHMCL. As aresult of the
actions of TXDOT, R.C. Crawford logt his bonding capacity, and eventudly lost his business, namely
CHMCL, and R.C. Crawford and CHM CL areentitled to recover compensation for thework performed,
logt bonding damages, attorney’s fees, and al other damages as dlowed by law except exemplary or

punitive dameges.
PURPOSE
As proposed, S.C.R. 1 submitsthe following resolutions:

Grants R.C. Crawford and Crawford Heavy and Marine Construction Limited (CHMCL)
permission to sue the State of Texas and the Texas Department of Trangportation (TXDOT)
subject to Chapter 107 (Permission to Suethe State), Civil Practice and RemediesCode. Requires
the suit authorized by this resolution to be brought in Travis County and prohibits the tota of all
damages awarded in the suit authorized by this resolution, including any court costs, and any
prejudgement interest awarded under law, from exceeding $3 million, plus the addition to that
amount of any attorney’s fees. Prohibits R.C. Crawford and CHMCL from pleading an amount
inexcess of that amount in asuit authorized by this resolution. Providesthat thisisthetotal amount
that may be recovered with respect to the contract that isthe subject of thisresolutionin dl actions
brought with respect to that contract. Provides that the executive director of TXDOT  be served
process as provided by Section 107.002(4) (3) (Effect of Grant of Permission), Civil Practiceand
Remedies Code.
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