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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Current Texas law dlows surviving spouses of certain public safety employees of political subdivisons
of the state to purchase continued hedth benefits from the politica subdivision upon the employee's
degth. The current statute specifically includes a self-insured plan under this provision, but does not
address fully insured plans. As proposed, S.B. 959 specifically authorizes surviving spouses of certain
high-risk employees to purchase continued hedlth insurance coverage provided through a hedth
insurance policy or hedth benefit plan written by a hedth insurer, in addition to self-insured hedth
benefits plans.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 615.073(b), Government Code, by creating Subdivision (1)(B) from
exidting text and adding new Subdivison (1)(A), to provide that an eigible surviving spouse of acertain
deceased individua who was employed by a politica subdivison of the Sateis entitled to purchase
continued hedlth insurance benefits from the politicd subdivison that employed the deceased individud,
including hedlth coverage provided by the politica subdivision under a health insurance policy or hedth
benefit plan written by a hedth insurer.

SECTION 2. Providesthat this Act isintended to clarify the law in effect and being administered
immediately before this Act’s effective date.

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

SRC-MSY S.B. 959 78(R) Page 1 of 1



