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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

S.R. 30 amends the Rules of the Senate, 78th Legidature, to set forth rules regarding the punishment of
senators who are absent without sufficient excuse under acal of the senate.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Rule 4.09, Rules of the Senate, 78th Legidature, as follows:

Rule 4.09. PUNISHMENT FOR MISCONDUCT. Includes areferenceto Articlelll,
Section 11, Texas Condtitution. Providesthat a member who is abosent without sufficient
excuse for more than 72 hours under acdl of the senate under Rule 5.04 shdl lose dl privileges
of accrued seniority established by senate tradition. Provides that a member immediately loses
the privileges of accrued seniority if the member is absent without sufficient excuse under acall
of the senate within seven cdendar days of fina adjournment of aregular sesson of the
legidature or under acdl of the senate during a specid session of the legidature.

SECTION 2. Amends Rule 5.03, Rules of the Senate, 78th Legidature, as follows:

Rule 5.03. ABSENCES. Providesthat a member has aduty under hisor her oath or
affirmation of office and an obligation under the condtitution and laws of this date to attend the
sessions of the senate.

SECTION 3. Amends Rule 5.04, Rules of the Senate, 78th Legidature, as follows:

Rule5.04. CALL OF THE SENATE. Requiresthe lieutenant governor, when acal of the
senate is ordered and members are absent with no sufficient excuse, to request awrit of
mandamus from the Supreme Court of Texas compdling ther return. Provides that any service
of notice or process made or required in connection with the mandamus or an order compelling
the member’ s return adopted under this rule may be served upon the member’ s Capitol office
and placed upon the member’s desk by the sergeant-at-armsiin lieu of persona service.

LIST OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1: Amend S.R. No. 30 in Section 3 (amended Rule 5.04, page
3) after the added language by adding the following:

A member shal be fined $1.000 payable to the Texas Senate for each day or part of aday that
the member is absent. The fine shal be automatically deducted daily firg from the member’s per diem
alowance and the balance deducted from the member’ s Texas Senate payroll account.
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