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AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'SSTATEMENT OF INTENT

Currently, The University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler (UTHCT) is the only one of
the 15 University of Texas components that does not issue degrees. The dtate is not fully
maximizing its investment of millions of dollars over the last 26 years. UTHCT has collaborated
with Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA) since 1995-1996 in two graduate degree
programs. (1) biotechnology; and (2) environmental Science. In addition, UTHCT has
collaborated with Texas A&M University in a graduate degree program in public health
(athough this program is currently not active). UTHCT's name is not listed on any of these
diplomas.

UTHCT also offers training in various alied health and medical programs, serving as aclinical
site for nursing and alied health disciplines through agreements with other institutions of higher
education. UTHCT serves as a clinical rotation site for University of North Texas (UNT) and
other medical schools, aswell aswith The University of Texas a Tyler and Tyler Junior College
(TJC) schools of nursing. In addition, UTHCT offers continuing medical and nursing education
programs, as well as professional development programs on-site and through distance learning.
UTHCT does not currently have the authority to grant degrees, but seeks to offer baccalaureate
and graduate degrees, either through ollaborations or independently. UT System, UT-Tyler,
and the local community colleges have al indicated their support of this initiative.

The UT System, UT-Tyler, SFA, and TJC combine their resources and faculty to provide
administrative, financial, and instructional support for UTHCT. Due to the dua training role,
UTHCT is pursuing joint degree authority with collaborating higher ed institutions through the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Joint degree granting authority will formally
recognize UTHCT's role in training students in the health science fields. In the future, UTHCT
is also interested in pursuing its own degrees in the alied health and related health science fields
that will offer more opportunities to the citizens of East Texas, as well provide well educated and
trained professionals to the health-related employers in East Texas. These professionals will also
help address job shortages in certain alied health and related health science fields in this region.

As Proposed, S.B. 276 Authorizes the University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler to
offer courses and degree programs in alied health and related health sciences fields.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 74.602, Education Code, as follows:

Sec. 74.602. New heading: PURPOSES OF THE HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER;
DEGREE PROGRAMS. (a) Creates this subsection from existing text..

(b) Authorizes The University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler to provide
education and training in alied heath and related health sciences fields, and for
that purpose to prescribe courses and conduct professional or other degree
programs in those fields. Authorizes the center to prescribe a course or conduct a
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degree program jointly or in collaboration with any other appropriate educational
entity or institution.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or the 91st day after adjournment.
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