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AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT

El Paso County' s Juvenile Probation Department (JPD) is a secure facility that must adhere to
standards set forth by the Texas Juvenile Justice Department (TJJD). However, it is also licensed
as a drug treatment facility and must therefore follow regulations set forth by the Department of
State Health Services (DSHS). DSHS is proposing new regulations to take effect in November
2017 regarding treatment facilities for individuals with substance-related disorders. These
proposed changes would be in conflict with standards set forth by TJJD and would therefore
pose a problem for the El Paso JPD.

S.B. 1314 grants the EI Paso County JPD, and others like it, an exemption similar to that allowed
by statute to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ). TDCJ is allowed to provide drug
treatment to adults under its own regulations without following additional regulations set forth
by DSHS. The similar exemption for JPDs would allow the El Paso JPD to continue to provide
drug treatment to youth involved in the justice system while being governed by TJID
regulations.

This would allow youth to remain in EI Paso for services, allow for the incorporation of family
members in the treatment process, and potentially reduce costs for JPD and the county by
allowing access to Medicaid payments for therapeutic services. If the new requirements are
approved and JPD is required to adhere to them, JPD will likely have to forego providing drug
treatment services for up to 50 juveniles per year, which could result in an increase in
commitment rates to TJJD and a reduction in the family and community involvement in
treatment that is so important to youth success.

As proposed, S.B. 1314 amends current law relating to the standards for substance abuse
facilities and programs operated by juvenile probation departments.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority previously granted to the Texas Juvenile Justice Board is modified in
SECTION 1 (Section 221.002, Human Resources Code) of this bill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 221.002, Human Resources Code, by amending Subsection (a)
and adding Subsection (f), as follows:

(@ Includes minimum standards for the operation of substance abuse facilities or
programs by juvenile probation departments among certain standards for which rules
adopted by the Texas Juvenile Justice Board are required to provide. Makes
nonsubstantive changes.

(F) Provides that a substance abuse facility or program operating under the standards
adopted under this section is not required to be licensed or otherwise approved by any
other state or local agency.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2017.
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